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THE THREE BROTHEES. 



CHAPTER I. 

Mother ! I am sometimes told 

By the wanderers in the dark, 
Fleeing from Thine ancient fold, 

I must seek some newer ark. 

Bather those who turn away 

Let me seek with love to win ; 
Till Christ's scattered sheep astray 

To Thy fold are gathered in. — ^Winslow. 

On a dajrk chilly morning in the month of No- 
vember 18 — y three youths were wending their 

way to the railway station of S . They 

walked in silence, for they were about to be sepa- 
rated for the first time. They were going to face 
the realities of life — to fight with a sinful worl^. 
Their mother walked by the side of the youngest, 
pouring into his ears lessons of truth and pru- 
dence. Her words were scarcely audible on 
account of the tears which flowed from her eyes : 
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for she loved her boys with a mother's love, 
and keenly felt how hard it was to part with her 
three children at once. Now and again a word of 
hopeful encouragement was uttered by the eldest 
of the youths that they would meet again in 
better times, and be able to render support to 
their mother in her old age. The life of the 
mother seemed bound up in her sons ; and it had 
cost her many struggles before her consent had 
been obtained to part with them. Sad reverses 
in circumstances had quickly followed each other, 
which wrung her consent to be separated from 
them. Some few years previous she had lost her 
husband, after a lingering and painful illness, 
brought on through exposure to the weathen 
He left behind him a thousand poimds — ^his pa- 
ternal fortune, which was in the hands of a re- 
spectable firm in a neighbouring town, who allowed 
the widow five per cent, for the money. By in- 
dustry and economy she contrived to give her 
sons a decent secular education, intending, as she 
said, to make her eldest son Peter a 'parson.' 
He had gone to the Grammar School to within a 
short period of the time when this chapter opens. 
These hopes had been suddenly and unexpectedly 
dissipated. The firm in which her money was 
deposited failed; and, after the affairs were wound 
up, not more than fifty pounds fell to the poor 
widow and her fatherless children. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Mellor were what the world 
would call religious people ; that is, they attended 
regularly some place of worship, and faithfully 
discharged the relative duties of life. They con- 
sidered themselves Church-people, although they 
seldom omitted attending a dissenter's meeting- 
house on the Sunday evening. They did not see 
any diflference between church and chapel, except 
*a set form of prayers ;' and Mrs. Mellor was wont 
to say there are good and bad of all religions : 
the Church and meeting-house both teach the 
way to heaven, and it will never be asked to what 
religion we belonged when Christ comes to judg- 
ment. During Mr. Mellor's illness both the 
parson and the dissenting preacher had attended 
upon him ; and their prayers were so similar that 
Mrs. Mellor had told a neighbour that for the life 
of her she could see no difference, except that the 
dissenter seemed to have more of the Spirit. 

* It is a great comfort to you, Mrs. Mellor,' said 
Mrs. Todd, Hhatyour husband died such a happy 
death.' 

* Yes, indeed, Mr. Taylor told me that he had 
no doubt of my husband's happiness.' 

It may easily be inferred what sort of an edu- 
cation the three brothers had obtained. Miscel- 
laneous enough had been their religious training, 
for they had been taught no definite principles. 
The muddled doctrines of Protestantism were so 

B 2 
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popular in the parish of Aldfield that even in the 
Church schools, where the Church catechism was 
nominally taught, it was practically ignored. 
Peter and James had submitted to become candi-^ 
dates for Confirmation, not because they were 
convinced it was their duty so to do, not because 
of the benefits which it would confer on them if 
they came properly prepared, but — because other 
boys of the same age were candidates, and because 
it was respectable to be confirmed. They had no 
clear understanding of their new spiritual birth 
in baptism, though they had repeated over and 
again that in that holy Sacrament they had been 
made ' members of Christ, children of God, and 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven.' This 
teaching had repeatedly been denied, both by 
their legitimate pastor and the dissenting minis- 
ter. , With hearts unenlightened as to their spirit- 
ual birthright, they approached the holy rite of 
Confirmation, and received it as an empty ce;re- 
mony that conveyed no distinct blessing and no 
responsibilities, because they had been taught 
that some other acts were necessary before they 
could be * Bible Christians.' The Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, though an open book, was an un- 
known book to them, any further than its use in 
Church for the morning and evening Services. 
As to its distinct teaching it was a sealed book. 
With this defective education the three brothers 
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could not be expected to have any sound religious 
principles. They had been taught — one religious 
sect was as good as another ; that the Church was 
a sect among the rest, and that each Protestant 
sect was a Church. All sorts of religious opinions 
might be received and their services attended, 
with one exception — Popery was to be avoided as 
the pestilence. The character and disposition of 
the boys varied : Peter and James were thoughtful 
above their years ; they seemed to long for some 
definite religious principles. The youngest boy 
John was a lively careless youth, and never seemed 
to give the matter a thought. When Mrs. Mellor 
lost her money she saw her hopes must fall to the 
ground respecting Peter, and she at once realised 
the necessity there was of obtaining situations for 
her sons. She had two distant relations in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, to whom she wrote 
soliciting their interest in obtaining situations for 
her sons. One of them succeeded in obtaining a 
junior clerkship for Peter in Bramfield, the other 
procured situations for James and John in a 
large mercantile house in the town of- Lindford. 
To their respective situations they were going on 
the morning named at the commencement of this 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

The widowed mother kissed her eons, clasped 
them to her bosom, and bade them a sorrowful 
farewell, with an assiiriance from them that 
they would write frequently. Sad and sorrowful 
the boys proceeded on their journey. At the 
Manfield junction they parted : Peter going south, 
the other two west. The day bad not improved, 
and it was a dark and foggy evening when John 
and James arrived at the place of their destination. 
Mr. Milner, their relative, met them at the station, 
and took them home for the evening. Dull and 
spiritless were the two youths, and it was with great 
exertion they kept from being overwhelmed with 
sorrow. Mr. Milner introduced them to his wife 
and daughters, who did all they could to cheer 
and comfort them. After a few days, in which 
their kind relatives showed them the town, and 
took them to a few of the public buildings, Mr. 
Milner took them to their new situation, which 
his kindness had provided for them. With Mr. 
Harrison, their master, they were to board and 
lodge, and, of course, be subject to all the do- 
mestic arrangements of the house. With their 
secular occupation we have little to do. They 
were diligent, and obedient to their masters, and 
soon became useful members of the establishment. 
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Mr. Harrison was a bachelor, and had for a house- 
keeper an active person, who prided herself in 
being a good Protestant churchwoman, and a 
great admirer of Dr. McNab, who, as she informed 
the youths, preached at St. Andrew's, and drew an 
excellent congregation. This church the youths 
were expected to attend. St Andrew's, Lindford, 
is a church of the early part of the eighteenth 
century. It has no pretensions to ecclesiastical 
architecture, for a stranger might take it for a 
meeting-house or some public room ; of chancel 
it cannot boast. It is filled with pews and 
galleries on three sides. The pews, for the most 
part, are lined with crimson or green, and many of 
them under lock and key. A three-decker is placed 
in front of the Holy Table, with crimson cushions 
for the reading-desk and pulpit. The steps of the 
two are carpeted. A second gallery stands at the 
west end of the church, built for the accommo- 
dation of the Sunday scholars: perched where, 
indeed, they might see, but not hear the services 
of the Church. The Holy Table is the most neg- 
lected part of the church. Cushions, indeed, there 
are at each end of the table, and two easy chairs. 
The cover had once boasted a crimson colour, but 
at the time we refer to it was old and faded. It 
was evident the pulpit cushion had been renewed, 
while the altar had been left in its faded orna- 
ment. A few benches stand at the extreme west 
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of the church, for the accommodation of the poor, 
the halt, and the blind, who could not aflFord to 
pay for hearing the Word of Life preached. On 
the front of the west gallery stand out, in bold 
relief, the Eoyal arms ; on the south are the arms 
of the corporation ; on the north the arms of some 
noble house. At the west entrance stands a full- 
length statue of a former rector.* The services 
are in keeping with the church. Two full services 
on the Sunday! ! The Holy Sacrament once a 
month in the morning — once a month in the 
evening. Mr. Bumble, the obsequious pew-opener, 
.^tands ready to admit the tenants of the pews — ' 
to receive his fee from the stranger — eject the 
intruder — and escort the priest, with silver-headed 
staff, to the reading-pew and pulpit. The parish 
clerk is the deputy of the congregation, and acts 
in their stead, leaving the people to sit upright 
during the prayers, or loll in the easiest posture 
they can find. 

St, Andrew's, Lindford, is not without its ritual. 
It has no cross, to symbolise the Christian faith, 
but it has the crescent, the national standard of 
Mahometanism. No crucifix, to tell the price it 
cost to purchase our redemption ; but there is the 
lion and the unicorn fighting for the crown, to 
symbolise Her Majesty's position as head of the 

* Within the altar rails, on the north wall, stands a large urn 
tablet, in memory of another rector of the church. 
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Church. No statue of St. Andrew, to whom the 
church was dedicated ; but then there is the bust 
of the hon. and rev. rector who had preceded 
the present incumbent. There is no sacristan; 
but there is Mr. Bumbje, in his robes of office, to 
protect the pews from being defiled with the pre- 
sence of the popr. If there is no procession of 
surpliced choristers, the oflBciating priest issues 
from the vestry, preceded by the silver-headed 
staff. The rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer 
are obsolete ; but there are abundance of private 
rubrics attended to. The forms and ceremonies 
of the Church are accounted carnal ordinances; 
and the spiritual worship of the congregation is 
toanifest by the easy posture of sitting at prayers, 
and by a systematic irreverence in the House of 
God. The ancient vestments of the Church which 
«ymbolise the great mysteries of the Christian reli- 
gion, are rags of Popery, and therefore discarded ; 
but the Geneva gown, the bands, and the square 
cap, are substituted. True, the service is the stereo- 
typed one of the last century ; yet it had better 
be cold and formal, as hearty and stirring. Though 
the services are mutilated, and the greater part of 
the Prayer Book ignored, it had better be so than 
the direct teaching of the Church adhered to. 
Sacraments may be lightly esteemed ; but preach- 
ing has taken their place. Such is the Church, 
and such the Services, which our two brothers 
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were required to attend. Whether the teaching 
was calculated to confirm them in the principles 
of the Church will be seen in a future part of this 
true history. 



CHAPTER IIL 



^You are very fortunate,' said Mr. Harrison's 
housekeeper to the two young men, ' Dr. McNab 
commences a course of sermons early in the year 
on the errors of the Church of Rome. Our parson 
is a staunch Protestant; and you will hear the 
old harlot painted in her true colours.' 

'Is it exactly right, Mrs. Malcolm,' asked 
James, ' to preach against another religion ? ' 

* Right ! ' replied the dame, ' I think it is right 
to expose the corruptions of the Catholic Church, 
with its mummeries and idolatry. They worship 
the Virgin Mary, and set up images in their 
chapels.' 

' I did not know that, Mrs. Malcolm, I never 
heard of it.' 

* But you will hear our good Dr. McNab speak 
of it in his lectures.' 

* Is there any danger, Mrs. Malcolm, of any of 
the Doctor's congregation becoming Catholics ? ' 

^ I should think not,' replied the old lady ; ' any 
of Dr. McNab's people becoming Catholics would 
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iDdeed be strange. Nay, nay, they are too good 
Protestants for that.' 

' I cannot see, then, why he should preach 
against them ; would it not be better to let them 
alone, as you say there is no fear of any of his 
people turning Catholics ? ' 

* Let them alone, indeed 1 No, I should think 
not, he is too faithful a minister for that.' 

* But what good is there in it ? ' pertinaciously 
asked John. 

* Good in it 1 a great deal to be sure ; to expose 
their doings, and show how we are blessed that 
are not partakers in their horrid doctrines, from 
which we were delivered at the blessed Reforma- 
tion.' 

* I cannot understand it at all,' Mrs. Malcolm. 

* Why, but you will understand it when you 
hear it from blessed Dr. McNab's lips.' 

The two young men did hear Dr. McNab's 
lectures on Popery, The Eoman faith was painted 
in very dark colours. Doctrines, principles, and 
practices were attacked, which are the inherit- 
ance of the Church of England in common with 
that of Eome. Sacraments were lightly spoken 
of, and sax^ramental principles were entirely ig- 
nored. 'The Protestant Faith' ,was in the 
ascendant, and, from the Doctor's harangues, it 
might have been thought that the Middle Ages 
were devoid of any saving faith, and that our 
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forefathers were as dark as midnight, and knew 
nothing of the Grospel of Christ. He made out 
that the Church of England was the Church 
of the Eeformation — that it was then insti- 
tuted. He hugged to his bosom his dissenting 
brethren of all sorts and all sects. The congre- 
gation, with but few exceptions, believed all the 
Eev. Doctor proclaimed ; and no doubt received 
a fresh impetus for maligning the Faith, which 
they, as Churchmen, professed every Sunday td 
believe. Perhaps it would be too much to say 
that Dr. McNab's lectures were evil without any 
mixture of good in them. There were a few 
thinkers in 'the congregation, and James Mellor 
was one of them. He was puzzled and distressed 
at the hard words spoken against a large body of 
Christians. How could he doubt the veracity of 
the Eector? he had made it out that all Eomau 
Catholics were guilty of idolatry. He wondered 
why Churchmen should be required to profess 
theijf belief in the Catholic Church, when the 
Church of England is a * Protestant Church.' He 
had understood the Doctor that there was little 
or no difference between the Church of England 
and the numberless sections of dissenters. They 
all had the same Bible, believed the same truths ) 
he asked himself why they should be separated 
and divided into so many different sects. His 
mind was confused in the matter, and St. Andrew's 
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was certainly not the right place where he could 
learn anything definite. According to the teach- 
ing there, it made little matter whether he was a 
Dissenter or a Churchman, an Independent or a 
Banter, so long as he was not a Romanist. 

Mrs. Malcolm advised him to read his Bible, 
but there he could find no evidence to prove the 
truth of Dr. McNab's invectives. 

' You have not the Spirit, Mr. Mellor, or you 
would perceive how plainly the Bible condemns 
the Roman Catholic religion. Are we not told 
that we are not to make any graven image in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
waters under the earth ? ' 

*Yes, Mrs. Malcolm, I have read that; but 
then we do make graven images, and we do keep 
likenesses, as well as the Roman Catholics. Have 
you not the likeness of your son always hanging 
at your breast ? ' 

* Oh dear I Mr. Mellor, have you got there ? 
that is quite a dififerent thing ; I do not worship 
my son.' 

* But, Mrs. Malcolm, Dr. McNab brings this 
text forward to. prove the Roman Catholics 
idolaters.' 

* But the Papists pray to these images ? ' 

* I think they must have little sense to pray to 
a statue, if they do they are as bad as the heathen.' 

Mrs. Malcolm could make nothing of Mr, 
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James^ and Mr. James could make nothing of 
Mrs. Malcolm. They were both in a muddle* 
Dr. McNab, however, had opened out the subject, 
and James Mellor was determined to pursue it. 

There was a young man in Mr. Harrison's 
counting-house, a member of the Eoman Catholic 
Church, and to him James was determined to 
speak on the subject. Mr. Lowes had invited 
James to accompany him to the chapel, but he 
had declined on the plea that Mr. Harrison ex- 
pected he should attend St. Andrew's. By the 
time the Bector had finished his lectures against 
the errors of Eome, James and John had been at 
Lindford six months. Dr. McNab was not at all 
aware of the mischief he was doing. It would 
have been a difficult task to have convinced the 
Doctor that his miscellaneous teaching was cal- 
culated to mislead or confuse the thinking mind. 

* Mr. Lowes,' said James one day, * is it true 
that you worship the Virgin Mary, and set up 
images and crucifixes to bow down to and adore ? ' 

* Oh, oh I Mr. Mellor, your good Eector has 
been at work at his old trade, misrepresentiDg 
the Catholic Church. He has been lecturing on 
the errors of our Church ? ' 

* And I wish to know if you worship images.' 

* No, Mr. Mellor, we do not worship images.' • 
' But have you not images in your chapels ? ' 

* Yes ; we have.' 
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* But does not the Second Commandment for- 
bid it?* 

* The Commandment does not forbid the making 
of images ; if it did, you Protestants break it as 
well as we do, for if you will not have pious 
images in your churches, you have abundance of 
images in your houses.' 

* Then what does the Commandment forbid ? ' 

* Making idols, images to worship them.' 
' Do you not pray to them ? ' 

* Certainly not ; for, as our catechism says, 
^ they can neither see, nor hear, nor help us." ' 

' It is strange that our Eector should so much 
misrepresent you.' 

* It is not strange at all ; Doctor McNab is a 
violent partisan, and considers nothing right but 
what he teaches, and I think you will have learned 
this before now, he does not believe the doctrines 
of his own Church. It is a matter of astonish- 
ment to me that so many respectable people can, 
Sunday after Sunday, listen to his preaching; 
what does it amount to ? ' 

* Then you have attended the Doctor's church ? ' 
*Yes; for several years. I was a Protestant 

myself till within the last two years. I could 
find nothing in Dr. McNab's teaching whereon 
to rest my hopes of salvation ; he puts his 
foot upon the teaching of your Prayer Book, 
makes the Sacraments mere rites ; and the care- 
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less, indevout behaviour of his congregation isy to 
my mind, a very strong evidence that religion is 
but a secondary thing with both parson and con- 
gregation.' 

* But how came you, Mr. Lowes, to think of all 
this?' 

' I will tell you. Some three years ago a very 
excellent schoolmaster came to St. Andrew's 
national schools ; he was really a good young 
man. Well, after a while he was so much hurt 
at the careless indiflFerence of the majority of his 
boys — their ignorance of all religious principles, 
that he made an attempt to introduce some de- 
finite instruction in religion, and, very innocently, 
I believe, got two prayers printed, one to be used 
in the morning, the other at evening. He intro- 
duced a cross in the middle of the card. Well, 
you must know, it came to the ears of Dr. McNab 
that Mr. Melville had introduced Popish prac- 
tices into the school. The Doctor sent for the 
teacher, who produced the card. The Doctor 
stormed at the treachery of poor Mr. Melville^ 
sent the obnoxious card to the Bishop, purged 
the school of such a Popish relic, paid the master 
a quarter's salary, and dismissed him at once.* 
On the following Sunday we had a sermon on 
Popish crosses, and such like trumpery.' 

* A fact within the author's knowledge, which sent a young 
man of the congregation to Borne.. 
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' Surely, Mr. Lowes, you must be mistaken as to 
the Doctor's reasons for dismissing Mr. Melville.' 

' I am not mistaken, Mr. Mellor ; the whole 
case came under my own observation. The. 
teacher was a friend of mine, and from that 
period I have not been to St. Andrew's.' 

*But,' replied James, *is not the cross the 
symbol of our salvation ? ' 

' Dr. McNab will not tell you so ; he calls it a 
Popish symbol.' 

* Then we will say that the Papists alone are 
saved through the death of Christ ? ' 

* I do not know, Mr. Mellor, but had Mr. 
Melville put a crescent instead of a cross on the 
card, he would not have been censured and dis- 
missed.' 

Mr. Harrison broke off the conversation Icff in- 
forming James he waa wanted. 



CHAPTEE IV. 



Peter Mellor was more fortunate than his 
younger brothers in the important item of reli- 
gious instruction. Bramfield could boast of a 
church where the definite principles of the Church 
were taught, where the Book of Common Prayer 
was conscientiously adhered to. Some things 

c 
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seemed strange to Peter: preaching in the surplice, 
the prayer for the Church Militant after the morn- 
ing sermon, the white-robed choristers, the hearty 
responses of the congregation, the monotone in 
which the priest said the prayers, the lowly- 
reverence made at the Glorias, and at the holy- 
name of Jesus, and the devout conduct of the 
greater part of the congregation — all these were 
new to Peter. * All things were done decently 
and in order.' It was not long before the good 
priest called upon Peter to give him a hearty 
welcome, and a cordial invitation to call at the 
vicarage. 

Peter's knowledge of Church matters was very 
limited, the vicar soon ascertained this, and was 
anxious that Peter should really understand the 
saeramental teaching of the Church ; the difficulty 
was, how was he to accomplish it ? To treat him 
as a catechumen was out of the question, for he 
was a baptised Christian ; yet he found him 
labouring under the common delusion that 
baptism was merely a rite or ceremony, which 
admitted the recipient into the Church. From 
the conversation of Peter, the vicar could discern 
tliat he thought something also must take place, 
piosterior to baptism, before the benefits of the 
atonement could be received. At this Mr. Selwyn 
was not surprised, for Peter told him that he had 
frequently attended the chapel, and that there he 
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would hear regeneration and conversion explained 
as one thing, with the favourite text quoted: 
* Except a man be born again he cannot enter the 
kingdom of Heaven.' 

- Banking hours are only few, and Peter had 
much leisure time for reading and exercise. The 
good vicar was glad to furnish him with books ; 
and he likewise introduced him to two or three 
young men, who were members of the choir, 

*Mr. Dinsdale,' said Peter, in one of their 
rambles, Hhey say we are Catholics at St. 
Clement's.' 

' They say truly,' answered his companion ; * do 
you not think so ? ' 

* No ; I thought we were Protestants, and that 
St. Clement's belonged to the Church of England,' 

*So it does ; and you are right too.' 
' Why, how is that ? ' 

' It is thus — ^will you give the meaning of the 
word Protestant ? ' 

' I cannot, exactly,' replied Mr. Mellor. 

* Protest, means to make a solemn declaration 
expressive of opposition. Is not that right, Mr. 
Dinsdale ? ' 

*Yes; you see it is a negative word, and 
legitimately used, as far as the Church is bound 
to protest against error. But that is only its 
negative character ; its aflSrrnative is the Catholic 
Church in England,' 

O 2 
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* Thank you, Mr. Dinsdale ; you have explained 
to me what I knew not before.' 

* Our Prayer Book never uses the word Protes- 
tant; we repeat, that we believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church, in one Holy Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Church. And again, we pray for the Catho- 
lic Church.' 

* But do not Dissenters form part of the Catholic 
Church ? ' 

* I may answer you both in the affirmative and 
negative. The Church claims them as being 
baptised into the Catholic faith, but they sever 
themselves from her by repudiating her teaching 
and becoming schismatics.' 

* Catholic, so far as I have understood it, Mr. 
Dinsdale, only belongs to the Boman Catholic 
Church ; and the great bulk of our people under- 
stand it so.' 

* That is because we have not been faithful to 
our Prayer Book; because the Church has not 
been honest to herself; because the clergy have 
neglected truly to teach their people ; and because 
we have loved her negative character, and mis- 
understood her real one. But here comes old 
Nancy Nutter, a friend of mine, to whom I will 
introduce you.' 

' Good evening, Nancy ; this is my friend Mr 
Mellor.' ^ ' ^^- 
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*I am fain to see ony o' your friends, Mr. 
Dinsdale. How de you do, Mr. Mellor ? ' • 

* I intend him to come and see you at home, 
Nancy, some of these nights.' 

* ni be varra glad if you will.' 

* Well, but, Nancy, will you tell him how you 
became a Catholic ? ' 

' Surely I will do that.' 

*Will you be at church to Even-song, Nancy? ' 
*God helping me. I moant miss my daily 
bread, you know, Mr. Dinsdale.' 

* No, Nancy. What a blessing daily prayer in 
our church is ! ' 

^ Blessing I ah, it is a blessing : it has been a 
girt yan to me.' 

* We will call and see you this evening, after 
prayers.* 

* Thank ye, gentlemen, good e'en to ye.' 

* That woman, Mr. Mellor, is a pattern to the 
whole parish. Bred and bom a Dissenter, she 
was one of our good vicar's earliest converts.' 

' How very differently the services are conducted 
to what they are at my native place ! We have 
but one full service on Sundays, and prayers in 
the afternoon. In the evening we generally went 
to chapel.' 

* Then you were what the Londoners like, half 
and half.' 

' Half and half what ? ' 
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* Half church and half chapel, to be sure. A 
mixture, if you like.' 

* Our rector seemed to take little notice of it.' 

* I should think not,' replied Mr. Dinsdale. ^ I 
fancy I can pretty well describe your late rector. 
He goes to church one day in seven, to teach his 
parishioners the way to heaven, and leaves them, 
to their own devices during the other six. The 
six days are spent by him in morning calls, after- 
noon drives, or playing at croquet by day, and 
attending parties by night.' 

* Well, you have described him most faithfully; 
you must know him.' 

* Not I ; but I know several places which have 
such like rectors. They live as on a retiring 
pension. The rectoress and her daughters exhibit 
on their persons the newest fashions ; and their 
flock go to dissent, or sink into infidelity.' 

' Good, very good, Mr. Dinsdale. I think Mr. 
Selwyn is not one of these.' 

*No, our good priest knows too well his re- 
sponsibilities. But here we are at my lodgings ; 
come in and take tea with me, and we will go to 
Even-song together.' 
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CHAPTER V. 

Old Nancy Nutter swept her house, and made 
the hearth nice and tidy, and then wended her 
way to Evensong. It was the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, therefore there was a sermon. 
Mr. Selwyn had appointed to baptise three young 
men who had been Catechumens for a length of 
time, and, by his indefatigable zeal, he had 
rescued them from infidelity. There was an over- 
flowing congregation, and the preacher embraced 
this opportunity of giving a discourse on Baptism. 
We can only give a very brief abstract of his 
sermon : — 

* Brethren, I presume you have all been bap- 
tised ; and every baptised person is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost. The words of our Lord and of 
His Apostles show that the general purpose for 
which baptism was instituted may be stated, in 
one word, as that of "salvation." Such is the 
purport of Christ's discourse with Nicodemus, 
narrated in the Third Chapter of St. John's 
Gospel. The object of Nicodemus in coming to 
Christ was to obtain instruction respecting the 
new way of Salvation which the " Teacher come 
from God" was setting before men. The very 
first words of that instruction enforce the abso- 
lute necessity of a new birth by baptism : Jesus 
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answered and said unto him, " Verily, verily, I say 
unto you. Except a man be born again, be cannot 
enter into the kingdom of Grod." These words, 
standing by themselves, might not have seemed to 
have any association with the sacrament of baptism, 
neither did Nicodemus so understand it ; but as 
they were reiterated in an expanded form by our 
Lord, they place His intention to connect them 
with baptism beyond doubt • " Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee. Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of Grod." Our Lord's words, in His last com- 
mission to the Apostles, are of a similar character, 
St. Mark xvi. 1 5. They state, on the one hand, the 
saving power of baptism ; on the other, the awful 
result which follows upon an unbelieving rejec- 
tion of it. Such general statements are also 
made both by St. Peter and St. Paul. The one 
concisely declares that baptism doth now save 
us — 1 St. Peter iii. 21 ; the other that, according 
to His mercy, Grod our Saviour " saved us by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Grhost "—Titus iii. 5. There is nothing in 
these divine and inspired words to lead us to infer 
that baptism is merely a ceremonial admission 
into the Church ; on the contrary, it is set forth 
as the very means by which the soul is to be 
saved, salvation being distinctly inferred to be 
the consequence of baptism. The results of bap- 



THE TflBEE BBOTHEBS. 25 

tism are, first, the remission of sins. Our Church 
puts into our lips — ** I acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins ;" which, paraphrased, 
means : I acknowledge one baptism, administered 
once only to each person, and only in one manner 
(that is, with water, in the name of the Father^ 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost), to be 
efficacious for the pardon of all sins — original sin 
in infants, original ^nd actual in penitent adults. 
This article of the Creed expresses the constant 
belief of the Church respecting the blessed 
results of baptism. This was predicted as the 
eflfects of baptism long before the Sacrament itself 
was instituted. Isaiah says, '*Wash you, make 
you clean ; though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool." Afterwards 
Ezekiel, " Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean." Such has been the 
doctrine of the Church from the beginning. St. 
Peter answered the inquirers on the day of Pente- 
cost, "Bepent, and be baptised .... for the 
remission of sins." St. Paul says, *^And such 
were some of you ; but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of our 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of God." St. Jerome 
says all sins are forgiven at baptism. This is the 
doctrine of the Church of England, as. you have 
heard read in the baptismal service this evening. 
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* The second blessing of baptism is regenera- 
tion. With the all-important change of relation 
between fallen man and Grod, which is eflTected by 
baptism^ there also ensues an actual change of 
nature by the restoration to the baptised person 
of that image of God which was lost to Adam, 
and to those he begat in his own fallen nature, 
by the sin which drove him out of Paradise. 
This likewise had been predicted by God through 
the Prophet Ezekiel, chap, xxxvi. 26, 27; compare 
xi. 19. But our Lord fixed the idea and the name 
of baptismal regeneration in the mind of the Chris- 
tian Church when He said, with the impressive 
preface, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be bom again, except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot see — he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." St. Paul uses the 
term when he speaks of the washing of regenera- 
tion, Titus iii. 5 ; St. Peter, when he speaks of 
being born again not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, 1 Peter i. 23, and St. John in his 
Epistles. • Thus we are led to see that, in baptism, 
that which was numbered among the children of 
wrath is now reckoned among the children of 
God. By this regeneration the work of the fall 
is undone. It had, indeed, been undone in the 
person of Christ, by His taking the manhood into 
God; but baptism undoes it in each individual 
person, by uniting that person to the manhood of 
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Christ, through that to His divine nature, and 
hence with the other persons of the Blessed 
Trinity. In this union with God eflfected by 
baptism, lies the whole power of the Christian 
life. Severed from me, saith our Lord, ye can 
do nothing. The natural powers of our being 
cannot keep us from sin, or impel us into the 
way of holiness. By becoming members of Christ 
we become partakers of His supernatural powers ; 
and according to the extent to which we are 
willing to use, and do use, these, we are able to 
resist evil and the Evil One, and to accomplish 
works of obedience and holiness. As the life- 
blood courses through the most distant arteries of 
the living body, so grace from Christ, the " Life- 
giving spirit," flows onward to all His members, 
and the life of God as a spiritual force. Eegene- 
ration, or the new birth, has been confounded 
with another spiritual phrase — conversion. End- 
less discussions have resulted from the misuse of 
these terms. And so we are accused of teaching 
that every baptised person is converted, truly 
changed in heart and character, and secure of. 
final salvation. This is not the teaching of the 
Church. She declares that the baptised have, 
by the working of God's Holy Spirit, been made 
partakers of the Christian nature, and that they 
are therefore bound to maintain the Christian 
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character.* Does not this teaching correspond 
exactly with our Lord's own words to His dis- 
ciples, "I am the vine; ye are the branches. 
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit my 
Father taketh away " ? It is possible, for He has 
said it, that we may be in Christ, branches in the 
true vine, and yet bear no fruit. This is the case 
with every baptised person who is living in sin. 
The prodigal, although he had wasted his sub- 
stance in riotous living, was no less a boil, Hear 
what God says to the rebellious Israelites : *' Of 
the Bock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and 
hast forgotten God that formed thee." Therefore 
God said : *^ They are a very fro ward generation, 
children in whom is no faith " — see Deut. xxxiL 
18-20. And again: *'I have nourished and 
brought up children, and they have rebelled 
against me " ' — Isaiah i. 2. 

This is but a very imperfect sketch of the good 
priest's sermon. How different from Dr. McNab's 
preaching ! The one tangible and definite, the 
other invective and indefinite. Which is the 
4ieaching of the Church ? Which the voice of the 
Prayer Book ? 

* Chiefly from ' Blunt on the Prayer Book.* 
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CHAPTEE VL 

The sermon made a deep impression on the 
mind of Peter, morning was beginning to dawn on 
him. The darkness had begun to disperse. The 
glorious sun of Catholic verities was on the hori- 
zon of his soul. Immediately after the service, 
Peter and his friend paid their promised visit to 
Nancy Nutter, who was ready to receive them 
with a hearty welcome. Nancy was a widow, she 
had lost both her husband and her children, and she 
was left alone in Grod's good time to follow them. 

* How did you like the service, Nancy ? ' 

* Varra weil, Mr. Dinsdale, it did my aud een 
good to see them two young chaps baptised.' 

* It would do your heart good too, Nancy, I 
should think.' 

* It did, sir, I know them weil, and they were 
sad reprobates yance.' 

* We are expecting to hear you relate the cir- 
cumstances of your conversion to the Church.' 

To make it more intelligible we will not retain 
her dialect. 

* Well, you must know,' said she, ' I was a Con- 
gregationalist bred and bom, and attended the 
meeting house up to the time of my husband's 
death. The fever was raging in our neighbour- 
hood,'and my Neddy and only remaining daughter 
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were stricken down within two days of each other. 
The neighbours were afraid of infection, and durst 
not come near us. Mr. Selwyn and the Doctor 
were our only visitors. And that dear good priest 
not only visited them every day, but was ready to 
administer to our daily wants. Everything that 
could be done he did. He procured a nurse, and 
even assisted in administering their medicines. 
He was never weary of coming, I could compare 
him to nought but the good Samaritan. Through 
caring for their bodies he got to know their spiri- 
tual wants, and he was most assiduous in praying 
with them. It was most wonderful to see his 
loving solicitude for the welfare of their souls. 
All our care was of no avaiL They both died — 
and through the exertions of Mr. Selwyn I hope 
their eternal salvation was secured. After all was 
over, love for Mr. Selwyn led me to the Church, 
The good priest spared no trouble in instructing 
me in Church principles. He showed me that I 
had been from my baptism God's dear child, 
though I had wandered from the sheepfold I was 
still one of the sheep, and that my return to the 
fold would be hailed with joy — that the angels in 
heaven would rejoice at it. And, bless you, gen- 
tlemen, I soon found a firm footing wherein to 
rest. The beauty of the Church's sacramental 
teaching in a little time became as clear as day. 
I got prepared for Confession.' 
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* Confession ! ' said Mr. Mellor ; * surely Mr. Sel- 
wyn did not advise you to that step.' 

* And what for not ? ' asked the old lady. 

* Why, Nancy, the Church of England knows 
nothiDg of Confession.' 

' Does it not? Mr. Mellor, you have much of the 
Church's teaching to learn, which I, though a 
poor old weak ignorant woman, could teach you, 
but leave it in better hands — well, as I was saying, 
I got ready for Confession, when our good priest 
pointed out to me my besetting sin : and with 
fatherly love advised me how to overcome it. 
How I must guard against temptation, how Christ 
was waiting to give me Himself in the Holy Com- 
munion, and bid me go and sin no more. The 
instruction I received then was better to me than 
all the sermons I had ever heard ; I cannot tell 
you of half the comfort I have had since that 
time. I bless God I ever became a Church 
woman. I hear a great deal about putting down 
the teaching we have at St. Clement's, I wish they 
would come to our church, and see and hear for 
themselves.' 

* And after seeing and hearing,' said Mr. Dins- 
dale, * carefully examine the Book of Common 
Prayer — with the Bible.' 

* Next to my Bible,' replied Nancy, * I love my 
Prayer Book, and Mr. Selwyn assured me that it 
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is the voice of the Church, and the best and 

plainest exposition of the Bible I can have.' 

' Nancy, you have had a good instructor, and 

you have been an apt scholar. I wish there was 

such a teacher as JVIr. Selwyn in every parish 

in England. Such priests are on the increase, 

Nancy. Thank God for that ; I believe the time 

will come, when every priest of the English 

Church will honestly fulfil his Ordination vows, 

and the Prayer Book no longer be a mutilated 

Book.' 

' Amen, amen,' said old Nancy. 

* What do you think of your new friend Nancy?' 
asked Mr. Dinsdale. 

* I think she is a very sincere Christian,' re- 
turned Mr. Mellor. *She is a pattern to the 
whole parish, and for an illiterate person, I do not 
know where she has obtained her knowledge. 
But, Mr. Dinsdale, I do not understand her about 
Confession. It certainly is not a doctrine of the 
Church.' 

* Ha I ha I are you there ? I will not argue 
the point. I leave that to Mr. Selwyn. All I will 
say to you is, read over the 1st Exhortation in the 
Communion Ofl&ce, and likewise the Ordination of 
Priests.* Grood-night, do not forget the sermon 
you heard this evening.' 

* See likewise the Visitation of the Sick. 



THE THBEE BROTHERS. 33 



CHAPTER VII. 

Unconsciouslt, yet not less surely. Dr. McNab 
was sending over one of his flock to Eome, another 
to swell the ranks of Dissent. Young as they both 
were, they were little satisfied with the teaching 
at St. Andrew's. Two cold dull services, with an 
undue prominence given to a dry and often con- 
troversial sermon, are, after all, not the very best 
means for retaining the youth of our land within 
the pale of the Church — void of ceremonies they 
were not, but the ceremonies were of that careless 
irreverent sort, that the Prayer Book knows 
nothing of, which a devout mind cannot sanction, 
and which makes the careless still more uncon- 
cerned, and goes very far to convince the latter, 
that Religion, after all, cannot be of so much im- 
portance since so little reverence and attention 
are given to it, even by the Ministers themselves. 
Mr. Lowes had gained an influence over the 
mind of James, and he used it to good purpose. 
His arguments were specious — if not logical, — the 
Doctor had railed against Popery, and James had 
determined to know if his allegations were true. 
On the other hand he had hugged his dissenting 
brethren so often to his heart, as engaged in the 
same glorious work of Protestantism — asserting 
that there was no essential difference between 

D 
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them, no barrier in the way which was strong 
enough to separate them — that John thought it 
could not be wrong to attend a meeting-house 
which reared its head in close proximity to St. 
Andrew's Church, With avidity these two youths 
were laid hold of, and imperceptibly drawn away 
from the Church of their baptism. Mr. Harrison, 
their kind master^ had his doubts as to the teach- 
ing of Dr. McNab. He had just returned from 
three months' residence in the country, and had had 
his eyes opened by attending the parish church 
of his temporary residence. He found a church 
wherein the rubrics were honestly observed, where 
the seats were all free, and consequently the rich 
and poor were promiscuously seated. The poor 
man could elbow the earl, and he could see 
no diflTerence between them, because he had 
been taught that, ' within the Church's gates, all 
equal are.' That God is the Father of them both 
— ' and that He loves the poor child as much as 
the rich one.* He saw a devout choir of rustics, 
* robed in surplices,' heartily and devoutly joining 
in the services of the Church. The sermon was 
not the climax of the service, but the oflfering up 
of the Holy Sacrifice. The pulpit was not the 
most attractive part of the church. The Lord's 
table had its proper place — man's teaching — did 
lowly reverence to the Altar, whereon the blessed 
Jesus was sacramentally present, on every Sunday 
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and holiday of the Church. The earl and his 
countess, the farmer and his ploughhoy, alike re- 
verenced the sanctuary of the Lord, and their deep 
reverence and fixed attention showed the Church 
was doing her work, as no religious system can do 
void of the sacramental teaching of the Prayer 
Book. There was no pompous pew opener with 
his silver-headed wand to usher the minister into 
a capacious tub. A lowly youth bore 'before the 
priest the emblem of the Crucified Jesus. Each" 
morning, and every morning, Mr. Harrison heard 
the matin bell, and for some time wondered what 
it could mean. He knew business was a six days' 
work, and thought the cares of the soul ought to 
be attended to one day in every seven. He now 
saw that religion is an every-day work, and heard 
from the priest that though few of his parishion- 
ers could meet him in the church to pray for 
themselves — his duty was the more urgent to pray 
for them. Mr. Harrison was edified, though per- 
haps not entirely convinced, that this was the real 
voice of the English Church. He had heard much 
of the ^Puseyites,' and their Eomish teaching from 
the pulpit of St. Andrew's, but he could not see 
much Eomanism in the church at Exelby. 

Mr. Harrison took the very first opportunity of 
giving an account of these services to Dr. McNab. 

*I am glad to see you at home again, Mr. 
Harrison.' 

D 2 
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* Thank you. Doctor. I have some news for you.' 

* What is it, Mr. Harrison ? ' 

^ I have been attending Tractarian services at 
Exelby.' 

* Surely not, Mr. Harrison.' 

* It is surely true. Where was I to go, if not 
to the parish church ? ' 

* My dear sir, you had far better have attended 
a dissenting place of worship.' 

* Doctor, you are not in earnest.' 

* But I am, Mr. Harrison. I think you were 
in great peril of being drawn away by a sensuous 
service.' 

* Drawn away ! Where would they draw me ? ' 

* Oh ! Mr. Harrison, it is too grave a matter 
to speak lightly about.' 

* I think so too, Doctor. Do you know, I rather 
like the services.' 

*Yes, Mr. Harrison, that is the way these 
Eomanisers do. They draw their congregations 
by novelties.' 

* Why, Doctor, is it a novelty to be devout, to 
appear sincere, and seem heart and soul engaged 
in the worship of God ? ' 

* It is carnal-will worship, Mr. Harrison.' 
'Then, Doctor, what sort of worship have we 

at St. Andrew's? Is sitting bolt upright, or 
lounging at prayer spiritual worship ? There is 
at least a strange contrast between the services.' 
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* Is the Gospel faith fully preached ? that is the 
chief question.' 

* Why, Doctor, I have never heard such sermons 
as I heard at Exelby — ^plain-pointed instruction, 
the poorest cannot misunderstand Mr. Finch.' 

* I am afraid you would see a great deal of 
ritualistic practices in the service.' 

*No more than at St. Andrew's, but of a 
diflferent kind.' 

^ I thought so, Mr. Harrison. Papistical ritual.' 

^ So I should have called it, had not Mr. Finch 
shown me different.' 

*I think, Mr. Harrison, every true Christian 
ought to avoid such men ; they, in fact, are the 
secret emissaries of Eome.' 

*I don't know that. Doctor. Is the Prayer 
Book a secret emissary of Eome ? ' 

* No ; not as I understand it' 

'Well, Mr. Finch quite convinced me that 
everything he does is in accordance with the 
Book of Common Prayer, taken in its literal and 
grammatical sense.' 

* Yes,' replied the Doctor, ' but it ought not to 
be taken in its literal sense. Several of the 
Bubrics, for instance, are obsolete ; custom has 
discarded them.' 

* And substituted others, not half so good. Is 
not that it. Doctor ? ' 
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* Why, what have you against our services, Mr. 
Harrison ? ' 

* If you had asked me six months ago, Doctor, 
I should have answered. Nothing.' 

' Cannot you give the same answer now ?' 

* No, Doctor, I cannot ! ' 

* Well, what objections have you ? ' 

' Very many — let me sec I don't like those 
horse-boxes I ' 

* Horse-boxes 1 what do you mean ? ' 

' I mean the pews, where people can lock them- 
selves in, and lock everybody else out. I don't 
like the class distinction which prevails at St. 
Andrew's.' 

' Mr. Harrison, have you become a Chartist — 
wishing to place the poor man on an equality with 
the rich ? ' 

* Does Grod love the rich man better than the 
poor. Doctor ? ' 

^No, I did not say that, but certainly, the well- 
to-do in the world would not brook to sit with 
the poor,' 

' Why not. Doctor ? ' 

'Because the poor are often far from being 
cleanly.' 

* Have you noticed that in your church ?' 
*No, Mr. Harrison, we have not many poor 

persons attend our church. There are free sit- 
tings in abundance.' 
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'Where, Dr. McNab, except in a place where they 
can neither see nor hear. Now I have learned 
at Exelby, that the poor ought to have the very 
best places in the church.' 

' Why, Mr. Harrison ? ' 

*They are mostly ignorant, therefore, they 
ought to be placed where the greatest facilities 
are to hear. Often the old are dull of hearing, 
that forms another plea. They are the treasures 
of the Church, Doctor, therefore, they ought to be 
particularly cared for.' 

* I think pews, Mr. Harrison, have been the pre- 
servation of the Church, especially in large towns; 
the upper and middle classes would not sit pro- 
miscuously with the poor, and we should drive the 
well-to-do from the Church.' 

* If that would drive them away, the sooner the 
better; but it would do nothing of the sort. One 
Sunday morning I sat next an earl, the countess, 
on the other side, next to a poor old woman. I 
was at Exelby Church on the 13th of August. 
The Second Lesson was the 2nd chapter of the 
General Epistle of St. James, the 2nd and 3rd, 4th 
and 5th verses read thus : " For if there come unto 
your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly 
apparel, and there come in also a poor man in 
vile raiment ; and ye have respect to him that 
weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit 
thou here in a good place ; and say to the poor. 
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Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool : 
Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are be- 
come judges of evil thoughts? Hearken, my beloved 
brethren. Hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom^ 
which He hath promised to them that love Him ? ' 
I have read this chapter many times, I have 
heard it read in church many more times ; the 
associations around me at Exelby Church were 
a comment upon the chapter, which went to my 
inmost soul ; no more class distinction in church 
for me. Now, Doctor, it was only last Sunday 
evening, I saw our pew opener eject a^person from 
a pew, and take him under the west gallery ; he 
was a poor man, but he was one of your par- 
ishioners. Perhaps it was the first time he has 
been to church for many years, his reception was 
very cool.' 

' But, Mr. Harrison, a great part of the endow- 
ment depends upon pew rents.' 

*It depends on a very sandy foundation. 
Doctor.' 

* How so ? ' 

'Because it may fail you any day. Another 
thing which I learned at Exelby was the use of 
the offertory — it will be, I suppose, one of the ob- 
solete rubrics, and the more modern rubric is, 
** You must sell the Gospel, let the sittings to the 
best bidder," and so live on the merchandise.' 
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* Depend on the offerings of the people ! Mr. 
Harrison ; you would starve me out.' 

* You have but a poor estimate of the Christi* 
anity of your congregation. Now I am bold 
enough to say that if you would throw your 
pews open to the first comer, viz. make them 
free, you would be a gainer so far as pecuniary 
matters go. If you got the gold and silver of 
the rich, you would likewise obtain the coppers 
of the poor, which would outweigh the gold and 
silver of the rich — perhaps outvalue it — you 
would, at least. Doctor, get rid of the culpability 
of making your Father's house a house of mer- 
chandise.' 

* We have had a long chat, Mr. Harrison ; I 
must leave you ; but, after all, I am sorry you at- 
tended the Tractarian services at Exelby.' 

* Will you dine with me on Thursday evening. 
Doctor ? I have something more to say to you.' 

* Thank you, Mr. Harrison ; I will do myself 
the honour.' 



CHAPTEE VIII. 



* Peace on earth, goodwill towards men,' was the 
song of the angels when they announced the 
birth of the Grod-Man, the Blessed Jesus. And 
what was His prayer after three-and-thirty years' 
sojourn upon earth, in which He had inculcated 
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the holy doctrines of patience and peace — and a 
little while before He gave Himself as a ransom to 
reconcile man to oflFended God ? He thus prays for 
His Church: 'Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on Me through their 
word ; that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, 
art in Me, and I in Thee ; that they also may be 
one in us' (for what reason?): 'that the world 
may believe that Thou hast sent Me.' St. John, 
xvii. 20, 21. His last legacy to the Church, ere 
He went to plead His one sacrifice in heaven, was 
'Peace be unto you.' Truth is one. Error is many. 
The Church is one. Schisms are many. What 
book in the world has suflTered so much by false 
interpretation, as the Church's inspired charter — 
the Bible ? Accessible to all, the members of the 
Catholic Church in England, in the vernacular 
tongue, guarded indeed by the Church's creeds as 
a summary of the faith it teaches. Unlike our 
prudence in secular matters, the different de- 
nominations around us give unbounded license to 
the fancy, and interpret the most mysterious book 
by the exercise of private judgment, and build 
their faith on their own opinions, or on the 
opinions of a favourite commentator. The very 
depth of Holy Scripture prevents its being taken 
by all men, in one and the same sense. One man 
interprets it in one way, one in another ; so that it 
seems almost possible to draw from it as many 
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opinions as there are readers. A hundred sects 
have each its own distinct interpretation of it. 
This is why it is so necessary, in order to avoid 
the serious labyrinths of such various errors, to 
direct the line of interpretation, both as to Pro- 
phets and Apostles, according to the sense of the 
Primitive Church. It is necessary to have some 
rule of interpretation, and one which can always 
give us a sure direction. We must be careful to 
hold that which has been believed, in all places, at 
all times, by all the faithful. This is true and 
genuine Catholicism, as the very word means, com- 
prehending all truths everywhere. Such was not 
the teaching of Dr. McNab. The peculiar tenets of 
Puritanism developed in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries were the Doctor's foundation, on 
which he built the whole system of his teaching, and 
the ^Protestant Faith,' if such a thing there can be, 
was hugged in his heart, and carefully taught to 
his congregation; this he mistook (wilfully or not) 
to be the faith of the Church of England ; and is not 
this enough to account for the cold, irregular ser- 
vices at St. Andrew's, his hatred of Popery, and 
his repugnance to the true principles of the Church, 
of which he was an unworthy priest ? Priestly 
garments, and Catholic ritual, in the Doctor's 
estimation, were the handmaids of Eomanism. 
Baptismal regeneration, the real presence in the 
Holy Eucharist, and the sacerdotal character of 
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the prieathood, were soul-destroying doctrines, 
errors of vitality, which affected the very existence 
of Christianity. The Doctor had but one sub- 
stitute for these Catholic verities — preachiug. 

During Mr. Harrison's stay in the country, 
James and John had frequently absented them- 
selves from the services at St. Andrew's, which 
had greatly displeased Mrs. Malcolm. She scolded 
and threatened, but it had no effect. The good 
housekeeper was in a terrible rage when she 
heard that James attended a Catholic Chapel (as 
she called it). She did not see much harm in 
John going to the Methodist Chapel, — " there is 
very little difference," she said, " between the 
Church and Dissent." ' 

* As to that,' said her gossip, Mrs. Birch, * I 
have known Dr. McNab attend a meeting in the 
chapel, and I have heard it said, he would have 
no objection to preach in Salem Chapel, but he 
is afraid the bishop would think it irregular.' 

* But,' chimed in Mrs. Malcolm, * for Mr. James 
to go to the Somish mass house is dreadful. I 
wonder what Mr. Harrison will say to it.' 

*Well, I should think he will very soon stop 
him.' 

James and John were well aware they must 
make the case known to Mr. Harrison, and they 
both felt very diffident in the matter. James 
consulted with Mr. Lowes, and he promised to 



THE THBEE BROTHERS. 45 

interest himself in making it all right. The porter 
in the warehouse had taken John by the hand» 
and he was an old servant in the establishment. 

* Mr. Harrison, can you spare me a little time 
for a private interview ? ' asked James. 

* Yes, certainly, Mr. Mellor. Walk this way.* 
When alone, James appeared awkward and 

bashful. 

* What is it, James, you have to say ? ' 
*Well, Mr. Harrison, I have not attended to 

your wishes in attending St. Andrew's during 
your absence.' 

' 1 am aware of it, James. Mrs. Malcolm has 
informed me. What motive had you, James ? ' 

* Well, to tell you truly, Mr. Harrison, I heard 
so much said against the Church of Eome, that I 
became rather incredulous.' 

* And so you went to the Soman Catholic Chapel 
to ascertain ? ' 

* Not at first ; lorfg before you went to Exelby, 
I had talked to Mr. Lowes on the subject, and he 
certainly convinced me that a very great many of 
Dr. McNab's charges were unfounded.' 

*Mr. Lowes, I think, attended our church at 
one time ? ' 

* He did, Mr. Harrison ; and the uncertainty of 
the teaching led him to acb in the same way as 
I have done.' 
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' Have you, then, joined the Church of Eome, 
James ? ' 

* I have, Mr. Harrison.' 

*I am sorry for it; because I think you have 
left the Catholic Church in England to join the 
Church of Eome.' 

* I cannot see that, Mr. Harrison.' 

* There is only one Catholic Church.' 

*And may not the Church of England be a 
branch of the Catholic Church ? ' 

* Dr. McNab says not ; the Protestant Church is 
the Church of the Eeformation.' 

* The Catholic priests say the same.' 

* The priest would not, then, have much trouble 
to convince you of that ? ' 

No, Mr. Harrison.' 
*Dr. McNab says in the Protestant Church 
there is no priesthood.' 
^ Our priest says the same.' 

* I am afraid Dr. McNab dfinies the plain doc- 
trines of his own Church.' 

* Mr. McHale says the same ; and gave that as 
a strong reason why I should become a Catholic. 
In fact, the priest says Dr. McNab believes as 
much in the Catholicity of the Protestant Church 
as he does.' 

* Well, James, if I had known your intentions 
before I went away I am afraid I should have been 
angry with you. I may say that my opinion on 
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Church matters has undergone a change ; but I 
should not have taken the direction you have. 
I think with you that there is only one Holy 
Catholic Church ; but I likewise think that the 
Church of England is the true branch of that 
Church in England. I wish you had been with 
me, James, at Exelby. I do think you would 
have been saved from going to Eome.' 

*No, sir; no. I cannot see that. If Dr. 
McNab's teaching is the teaching of the Protestant 
Church, I shall never more be a Protestant.' 

'Well, James, I am not able to argue with 
you on the point : but I know a clergyman who 
would be glad to do so. Inform John that I have 
heard he has become a Dissenter. I will not inter- 
fere with your religious principles. I think Dr. 
McNab is responsible for the change. The day 
may come when both you and your brother will 
be glad to retrace your steps.' 



CHAPTEE IX. 



Mr. Monson, in whose service Peter Mellor was, 
happened to be Mr. Selwyn's churchwarden, and 
the good priest had communicated to him his 
hopes that Peter was becoming a true churchman. 
The good banker was a kind generous-hearted 
man. He was rich; and he used his riches to 
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promote the glory of Grod, and the good of His 
Church. Before the incumbency of Mr. Selwyn 
the services of St. Clement's, Bramfield, were little 
different from those of St. Andrew's, Linford. He 
certainly was not such a violent partisan as Dr. 
McNab, yet the services were quite as coldly gone 
through, and the church was void of any pre- 
tensions to decency. Mr. Selwyn, as old Betty 
Binks said, had turned the church inside out, and 
the parish upside down. It was no bed of roses 
for Mr. Selwyn ; but he could boast of a rugged 
thorny path. He very honestly told his parish- 
ioners that it would be necessary to make some 
changes in the service. ' As the sermon,' said he, 
* is a part of the Communion OflBce, I shall preach 
in the surplice; but, in order to conciliate all 
parties, for some time I shall use the gown at 
Evensong. There are some things, which I am 
afraid you will think novelties ; but which, if you 
look into your Prayer Book, you will see I am 
bound to do. Daily Prayers will be said in the 
church. The Holy Days will be observed by a 
celebration of the Holy Communion in the morn- 
ing, and a sermon in the evening.' Little was 
said in the parish about these slight changes ; but 
when the good priest wished to restore the church, 
and have a surpliced choir, he experienced con- 
siderable opposition. He, however, gradually 
gained the esteem of his people— laid out his own 
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money in the restoration of the church — until the 
parishioners were perfectly ashamed of themselves, 
and laid a rate for the purpose. He experienced 
sad opposition in decorating his church for the 
first time ; and the churchwarden, with his own 
hands, pulled down the emblem of his salvation 
from the chancel, in face of the Vicar. There 
were many aggrieved parishioners, but more from 
without the parish. 

Mr. Monson gave Peter an invitation to tea, 
that he might speak a few words of encouragement 
to the young man, and tell him a little of his own 
experience on Church matters. 

^ What did you think of the sermon on the 
Feast of the Annunciation ? ' 

* I now think it was a very good one, Mr* 
Monson.' 

*I think so too; but had you a diflFerent opinion 
of it when you heard it ? ' 

* I can scarcely say that ; but it was on a subject 
on which I was quite ignorant, but which has 
opened the eyes of my mind, and I now believe 
it every word.' 

* I am very glad to hear it; I was as ignorant 
about Church matters three years ago as you were 
six months ago. I assisted in persecuting poor 
Mr. Selwyn ; I was chosen churchwarden on pur- 
pose to oppose him in his so-called Popish innova- 
tions. I thank God, Peter, I was chosen to oppose. 

E 
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I have remained to assist with heart and soul our 
good priest in his endeavours to evangelise the 
people committed to his care. You will have 
observed the beautiful cross which stands on the 
super-altar : I reared that blessed emblem with 
my own hands, though I had joined in the cry 
against a temporary cross being used in the deco- 
rations.' 

*A great change has come over you.' 
* Yes 1 and I will tell you how it was. The 
Vicar of St. Peter's had his school-room licensed 
for Divine Service for the accommodation of the 
Sunday scholars and their teachers : one of the 
curates took the services ; with much labour he 
trained a number of young men in the Catholic 
principles of the Church ; he formed a confra- 
ternity which many of his young people joined. 
The Vicar sanctioned everything that was done, 
for nothing was done but with his permission. 
On a sudden, no doubt from a pressure of his 
Protestant congregation, he turned round on the 
curate, shut up the schools, the poor young men 
were left to wander either to Rome or Dissent, and 
the curate was discharged ; and the plea for such 
proceedings was — the good priest had been intro- 
ducing Roman practices. In a body they came 
to St. Clement's, offered their services to Mr. 
Selwyn, which he gladly accepted. Their unpre- 
tending piety, their zeal, their modesty, their 
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perseverance, and their hirmility, disarmed many 
of our zealous Protestants, and me among them. 
I do think Mr. Selwyn with his band of devoted 
choristers could disarm an atmy of Puritan zealots. 
They had truth on their side : their patience under 
provocation of all sorts I can never forget. They 
surmounted, with our good priest at their head, 
every obstacle. You, I am sure, admire the 
beauty of our church.' 

* Yes, I do ; it is quite diflFerent from the church 
of my native parish/ 

*The principles of our forefathers are evident 
by the churches they reared ; they thought 
nothing too good for the service of Almighty 
Grod. And why should we? The cross I had 
the honour to place on the super-altar of the 
church was presented by the noble young men I 
have named to you.' 

* Was it not objected to by the parishioners ? ' 

* A violent Puritan out of the parish mustered 
a number of Nothingarians, and came, for any- 
thing I know, to pull down the cross and desecrate 
the altar. They succeeded in disturbing the con- 
gregation on three diflFerent occasions : they 
saluted us with * Down with Popery ! we will sup- 
port our glorious Protestant Constitution!' 

' Is there not a law for brawling in churches ? ' 

* Yes ; and I gave the ringleaders the benefit of 
it. It is my belief that the rabble were hired by 

X 2 
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some who think themselves churchmen : indeed, 
S. Auton, a violent Orangeman, thinks himself 
a very good Christian. Well, what with the 
example of these youthful soldiers of Christ, and 
the plain pointed teaching of Mr. Selwyn, I 
began to "examine" carefully and diligently my 
Prayer Book. In it I could find no such a word as 
"Protestant:" "Catholic" I did find. I had no 
predilection for Mr. Selwyn's teaching, beyond the 
earnestness with which he preached : I had my 
difficulties as to the sacramental teaching of the 
Prayer Book, but these disappeared one by one ; 
and I sincerely believe our good priest, so far 
from teaching Romish errors, inculcates principles 
which if sincerely received are the only safeguard 
against the multitudinous errors which are so rife 
amongst us. But it is time for Evensong ; the 
sweet bells are calling us to oflFer up our evening 
prayers and thanksgiving to Almighty Grod : 
daily prayers in our church are an inestimable 
blessing.' 

CHAPTEE X. 

John was a very zealous convert. Every night 
found him attending either one meeting or another. 
He was not long in adopting all the set phrases of 
the sect — * he had been convinced of sin, gone to 
the penitent bench, got his soul set at liberty. 
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and could rejoice in the pardoning love of God.' 
His enthusiastic feelings carried him beyond 
himself. He learned to condemn a set form of 
prayer : and the Church of England he coupled 
with the Church of Eome. John Howes, the 
porter, was quite set up with his disciple, and 
boasted loudly of the youth's talents. He was 
soon induced to pray in public, and spiritual 
pride got the dominion over him. At the class 
meetings he was not expected to confess his 
manifold failings, but to tell his Christian expe- 
rience. John could boast of more hearty services 
at the meeting-house, if he could not boast of 
more reverent ones. Dr. McNab had never given 
him more than a nod of recognition, but now he 
had a hearty shake of the hand, an encouraging 
word from his teachers. They found him work 
to do in the Sunday schools, distributing tracts, 
and visiting the sick. He was diligent in reading 
the Bible, and for the time had no difficulty in 
discerning the peculiar tenets of his sect clearly 
delineated in Holy Scriptures. He expressed his 
sorrow for his poor benighted brother James, who, 
he was sure, was in midnight darkness as to his 
spiritual condition. True it is, that if Dr. McNab 
had noticed their absence from church he had not 
sufficient interest in them to make inquiries after 
them. The case was brought before Dr. McNab, 
when he dined with Mr. Harrison, in fulfilment 
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of the engagement noticed above. Mr. HarrisoB 

was gradually becoming a Catholic churchman* 
*Are you aware, Doctor, you have lost two 

members of your congregation ? ' 
*No, I am not.' 

* Well, but you have ; and out of jny family.' 

* Out of your family, Mr. Harrison ? I am very 
sorry to hear it ; what is the cause ? ' 

^ The cause is. Doctor, you are too indefinite in 
your teaching.' 

* I preach the Gospel, Mr. Harrison, according 
to the Articles of the Church of England, and in 
accordance with the Protestant faith.' 

' What is the Protestant faith. Doctor ? ' 
^ The faith of the Eeformers.' 
' I doubt that, Doctor : I cannot understand a 
negative adjective put before an afiSrmative noun.' 

* The word "Protestant" was only used to pro- 
test against some errors.' 

* I may say I belong to the Protestant Church, 
but it is no definition of my religious principles^ 
I could count up fifty Protestant sects, among 
them Socinians, who deny the Lord who bought 
them. Many of these sects hold most extravagant 
opinions ; and, according to your own showing, 
they have all a right to put what comment they 
please on the Sacred Writings. Dr. Colenso is a 
Protestant with a vengeance. He has thought 
proper to be taught by a Eaffer, and the heathen 



THX THREE BROTHEBS. 55 

has taught the Bishop to deny the plenary inspi- 
ration of the sacred records.' 

* Mr. Harrison, I am no advocate of Colenso.' 

' You may not be ; but you have no right, on 
your own principles, to condemn him. Your fun- 
damental principle is private judgment : now 
Colenso has the same right to his opinion as you 
have to yours. Now, Doctor, one of the young 
men you have lost from your church has become 
a Methodist, the other a Boman Catholic' 

' You surely do not say that one of the young 
men has gone over to Bome ? ' 

' But I do say so, Doctor, and I mean what I 
say.' 

'Well, Mr. Harrison, I can say this much, I 
have not taught the young man to be a Papist.' 

* You have taught him that he has a right to 
his own private judgment : what right have you 
to condemn others who do not see through your 
spectacles ? But, Doctor, I have something more 
to add — ^James told me that you said such hard 
things against the Boman Catholics that he was 
determined to ascertain the truth of your allega- 
tions.' 

'Well, Mr. Harrison, did he not find them 
true ? ' 

*No, Doctor, he says he found many of them 
to be misrepresentations, not wilfully given, as he 
thinks, only so far as you ought to have made 
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yourself well acquainted with those things before 
you confirmed them as facts.' 

' Really, Mr. Harrison, I am afraid your Pro- 
testant principles have been shaken during your 
stay at Exelby.' 

* Yes, Doctor, and Catholic principles are taking 
their place.' 

^ Well I well ! I may be expecting to hear of 
your going over to Eome.' 

* No, Doctor, nothing of that ; if I believe the 
Church of England to be Catholic I need not go 
to Rome.' 

* It will be seen before long that these Ritualists 
will be joining the Church of Rome in large 
numbers. I think it is their proper place ; they 
are eating the Church's bread and are working for 
the Pope.' 

* Really, Doctor, you are very severe. Now 
suppose they turn round on you, and tell you you 
are doing the work of the enemies of the Church.* 

* They cannot do that.' 

' I do not know ; I wish you had half-an-hour's 
chat with Mr. Finch, I think he would open your 
eyes.' 

' I have no desire, Mr. Harrison ; the services 
at St Andrew's I have no doubt please my con- 
gregation.' 

' Are your services conducted according to the 
Rubrics, Doctor ? ' 
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' They are conducted as they have been for the 
last hundred years. I took them as I found them, 
and I carried them on, and I do not mean to 
change them.' 

* Oh, Doctor, if the Eeformers of our Church 
had used the same argument where would the 
Protestant faith have been ? ' 

The conversation was here interrupted by a 
knock at the door, and a servant announced 
that a poor woman wished to see him. It is our 
privilege to accompany the Doctor. A lowly 
curtsey was made by a poorly-clad but very clean 
old woman, and the information given that her 
husband was ill, and wished to see the Doctor. 

' I do not know the name.' 

* He has attended your church,' replied the poor 
woman. 

* Where do you live, my good woman ? ' 
^ In Park Street, Sir.' 

* Oh I that is out of my district ; you must apply 
to Mr. Murphy.' 

' I have been there, and he told me to apply to 
you, as our house stands in your parish.' 

* I do not think it ; but I will ascertain, and if 
you are right I will call to see your husband to- 
morrow morning.' 

The poor woman went away disappointed, ap- 
plied to a Dissenting preacher, who accompanied 
the poor woman to the sick bed : the Doctor 
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returned to his snug sitting-room. This incident 
came to Mr. Harrison's ears a few days after- 
wards.* 



CHAPTEE Xr. 



* Oh dear ! oh dear 1 ' said Mrs. Malcolm, * I do not 
know what all this will come to. Mr. Jdmes has 
turned Papist, Mr. John, Methodist, and I really 
believe our master has turned Puseyite. I won- 
der what they can think of, as though our good 
and great Doctor's sermons was nothing.' 

This observation made to one of the maids 
provoked a reply that Dr. McNab was all right 
among the quality, but he would fall over a poor 
person before he would speak to him. 

* Nay, Mary, you are wrong there ; what am I 
but a poor housekeeper ? ' 

' But, Mrs. Malcolm, you are one of the Doctor's 
sort, one of the elect.' 

' I am a good Protestant, Mary, and the Doctor 
likes good Protestants.' 

*I know he likes to preach a long sermon 
about Popery. I seldom hear him, but he has 
the Catholics in either at the head or tail of his 
sermon. I wish I could be allowed to go any- 
where else.' 

*I like to hear such sermons, Mary — what 

* A fact which occuixed, without any doubt as to the locality. 
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texts he can bring forward against the Boman 
Catholics ! * 

* For my part, Mrs. Malcolm, I think it would 
be better if he was giving us instructions as to 
our duty.' 

' Why, what in the world do you call it ? He in- 
structs us as to our duty to condemn the Papists, 
a^d shows how far they are from being right.' 

* Why, then, he had a great rigmarole to pull 
out last Sunday against the Tractarians, as he 
calls them 1 1 wonder what they are, Mrs. Malcolm.' 

* Why, Mary, from what I can learn, they are 
people who profess to belong to our Protestant 
Church, and all the while are Catholics ; and he 
wishes to guard us against their fond ways.' 

* Why; it may be all right to preach such things 
to the great folks in the fine pews, but I think 
it is very little use to poor folk ; give me a good 
plain Methody sermon that I cfin understand.' 

' You know, Mary, a great many rich people 
attend Dr. McNab's church, and he must preach 
chiefly for them. I cannot tell why the poor 
should not be preached to as well as the rich. 
Dr. Mac leaves that for Dissenters to do, I reckon.' 

Mary was right ; if Dr. McNab had considered his 
mission more, and his position less, he would have 
been a more faithful minister of the Gospel. 
The Rector of St. Andrew's, however, thought he 
did his duty. Providence, he considered, had 
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placed his lot among the well-to-do in the world. 
The by-lanes and the dark slums of his parish 
he did not take into his reckoning. 

Christmas was at hand ; the three young men 
had been upwards of a year in their situations. 
They had each given satisfaction to their employer. 
James and John, by industry and integrity, had 
gained the confidence of Mr. Harrison. If 
Dr. McNab had done nothing more through the 
additional year of his ministry, he had, though 
unwittingly, been the means of fixing the young 
men's minds on religion. 

It was about the fifteenth of December, John 
said to his brother, * I should like to pay a visit to 
poor mother this Christmas.' 

' So should I, John ; but how to accomplish it I 
cannot tell ; you see it is a very busy time, stock 
taking, balancing of accounts, and other things 
which Christmas brings with it, make me loth 
to ask. It would be so nice if we could spend 
Christmas at our dear old home. It would be 
jolly, John, but I cannot see how it can be done 
any way. Mother is poor, it would cost us thirty 
shillings each, and you know we have it not to 
spare, and if we had, would it not be better to 
send the money to mother ? it would be very use- 
ful to her.' 

* I do so long to see her,' said John. 

^So do I, but I long more to render ber a little 
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assistance ; Peter has sent her something twice. 
I wonder if Mr. Harrison will raise us this 
Christmas.' 

* I am afraid not, James ; he may advance yon, 
but I think he will not give me any more.' 

* Well, I suppose we must be content, and try 
to do our best. Mr. Harrison is a kind good 
master, John, and I think if he considers we de- 
serve it, we shall get a little more next year.' 

Mr. Harrison had overheard this conversation ; 
not that he was in the habit of listening to the 
conversation of his clerks, but catching a word or 
two of the subject, he thought he ^ould ascertain 
the feelings of the brothers respecting paying a 
visit to their native home. He had thought the 
matter over previously, for he was a considerate 
man. Next morning he called the brothers into 
his private counting-house, and asked them what 
they thought about paying a visit to Aldfield at 
Christmas. 

' We should like it very much,' replied James, 
* but there are hindrances in the way. We are 
not suflBciently rich, and I am afraid we could be 
ill spared at this time.' 

* You are very thoughtful, James. It is true, 
I cannot spare you, but what do you think if your 
mother pays you a visit ? ' 

' I am afraid. Sir, she cannot ; it would be too 
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expensive, and she would not like to stay at Mr. 
Milner's.' 

* These two difficulties are soon overcome: I 
will pay your mother's expenses. You must give 
her an invitation to spend a fortnight at my 
house.' 

The two brothers were overcome with this 
generous offer. * Thank you, thank you,' burst 
from the lips of them both. 

* No thanks are required, James ; I overheard 
your conversation yesterday, it was much to your 
credit. But you have only heard half of my plan. 
Mr. Monson, your brother's master, is an old 
friend of mine. I intend giving him an invita- 
tion to come and spend a week here, and request 
your brother, by his leave, to accompany him.' 

Mr. Harrison handed a five-pound note to 
James, and bid him send it to his mother with 
his compliments. 



CHAPTEE XIL 



Mr. Selwtn and Peter Mellor had become fast 
friends. The good priest was ever anxious to 
give him instruction, Peter was as anxious to 
receive it. Peter and his friend Mr. Dinsdale 
were taking tea with the Vicar, and the subject 
of their conversation was the Prayer Book. 
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' You have heard me say the Prayer Book is 
the voice of the Church ; and every good Church- 
man gladly listens to it.' 

* This is not done everyvv'here,' said Mr. Dins- 
dale. 

* No ; it became very fashionable in the last 
century to ignore the greater part of it. Even 
the services were mutilated — some parts omitted, 
and additions made to the other parts.' 

* I am afraid, Mr. Selwyn, it is still the fashion.' 

* I regret to say it is.' 

* This reminds me,' said Peter, * of the argu- 
ment used in our Prayer Book concerning cere- 
monies : *^ some be so new-fangled that they would 
innovate all things, and so despise old ceremonies 
and choose new ones." ' 

* I am glad to hear you have been reading the 
Preface to the Prayer Book. There is another 
part which speaks very plainly,' said Mr. Dinsdale. 

* What is that ? ' asked Mr. Selwyn. 

* It is, " Although the keeping or omitting of 
a ceremony, in itself considered, is but a small 
thing, yet the wilful and contemptuous trans- 
gression and breaking of a common order and 
discipline is no small offence before Grod." May 
we not, Mr. Selwyn, apply this to those who 
systematically break the plain directions of the 
Prayer Book ? ' 

' I certainly think so, Mr. Dinsdale. We take 
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our stand upon the Prayer Book, honestly and 
literally interpreted by the light of Catholic pre- 
cedent. Now "the leading principle of the 
Prayer Book is, that the public devotions of the 
Church must consist chiefly of words and acts by 
which God is adored. Everything that is to be 
said or done looks towards this purpose.*' *' The 
great central act of adoration is the sacrifice of 
the Holy Eucharist, which enables the Church on 
earth to hold communion with the One Mediator 
between God and men, and thus connects all parts 
of her devotions with the one prevailing inter- 
cession which He is continually oflFering." *' All our 
services are constructed with a view to the prin- 
ciple expressed by the words ^through Jesus 
Christ our Lord ' : " "sacraments, prayers, psalms^ 
hymns, benedictions, absolutions, confessions, and 
all other services, are coloured by this principle." 
*^It has become nearly a universal fashion to go 
to church to hear sermons, this you both will ac- 
knowledge." "The Prayer Book principle is that 
we go there to worship God." ** This we ought to 
impress upon the minds of all who are ignorant 
of it." " All the ceremonies of the Prayer Book 
ought, therefore, to be devoutly used, and many 
more which have come down to us by tradition 
from preceding generations : turning to the altar 
at the Creed, saying, ' Glory be to Thee, Lord ! * 
before the Gospel, using the sign of the Cross," 
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bowing at the name of the Holy Trinity and of 
the blessed Jesus, — all have the same principle, 
that of adoring or worshipping Grod.' 

' I have somewhere read,' said Mr. Dinsdale, 
* that the same principle explains why there is so 
much singing in Divine worship.' 

' Certainly,' replied the priest, * singing is the 
highest and most beautiful use that can be made 
of the human voice. David calls the tongue 
" the best member that I have." ' 

* And bids it join in the praise of Grod,' said 
Peter. 

' And who,' said Mr. Dinsdale, * could think 
that such glorious hymns as "Holy I Holy I Holy ! " 
heard by Isaiah and St. John, or the " Glory to 
God in the Highest I " heard by the shepherds at 
Bethlehem, could be used in any other manner ? 
There is the new song, and the song of Moses 
and of the Lamb, spoken of in the Eevelation, 
quite justify such an expression. The praises of 
God in Divine worship in any other manner than 
by singing them is a recent invention, and an 
entire innovation upon the practice of God's 
Church from the time of Moses to the rise of 
Puritan habits in the sixteenth century, a period 
of 3,000 years.' 

Mr. Selwyn said : ' The Jewish Church was a 
singing Church, so was the Primitive Church; 
the Mediaeval Church was a singing Church, so is 
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the Church of England; "read," "say," and 
*'sing," are retained in the Prayer Book, and 
mean the same as they always did ; ^' psalms, 
hymns, prayers, creeds, litanies, and responses, 
axe all oflFered up to the praise and glory of God, 
with the voice of melody, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." Another principle that is conspicuous 
in every page of the Prayer Book,' continued the 
good priest, ' is, that its system of Divine worship 
is one in which the people are intended to take a 
large share." Choirs, many lay clerks, or their 
solitary representative, "the parish clerk," are 
simply the leaders of the congregation at large, 
and neither are, nor ever were, intended to make 
their voices a substitute for the voices of the 
whole body. The Prayer Book shows that there 
is almost as much for the congregation to say and 
sing as there is for the priest.' 

* I have often thought,' said Mr. Dinsdale, * that 
a congregation which listens to the service, but 
does not join in it, is acting quite contrary to the 
spirit of the Prayer Book.' 

* But how common a practice this is ! ' replied 
Peter. 

' Too common, indeed ; those who can join, and 
do not so, forfeit a privilege and leave a duty 
undone.' 

It may be asked, after what we have stated 
above as to the principles of the Prayer Book, 
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what are the particular services for carrying them 
out in her continual practice. 'To this we answer 
the Holy Communion is intended to be celebrated 
in every church at least on all Sundays and other 
holydays ; this fact is evident, for special Epistles 
and Gospels are appointed for this purpose and 
this alone, this is the centre around which all 
other of the Church's services gather.' 'This cele- 
bration of the highest rite of Christianity strikes 
the key-note of the following week, and connects 
the other services with the intercession of our 
Lord by drawing down His Sacramental Presence 
and making It a ladder between earth and heaven.' 
' Daily service of Matins and Evensong is intended 
to be offered up in every church.' * This practice 
was adopted from the Temple services, and has 
always been observed in times when the Church 
has been vigorous and active. The Litany is 
appointed to be sung on Sundays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, and at other times when the Bishop 
or his representative shall command.' * 
' But the bell is ringing for Evensong.' 



CHAPTER XIIL 



* Peter, I have received this morning a letter from 
Mr. Harrison, with whom your brothers are ; it 

* Chiefly from Blunt on the Prayer Book. 
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interests you, for it contains an invitation to both 
of us to spend a few days with him this Christmas. 
Shall I accept the invitation for you as well as 
myself?' 

* If I can be spared, I should very much like 
to see my brothers ; and I suppose my mother has 
received an invitation to Mr, Harrison's.' 

* He does not mention that,' said Mr. Monson, 

* I have had a letter from brother James to that 
effect.' 

* I think you can be spared from the bank for 
a few days, I should like to accompany you, 
though you may have to return without me. 
By-the-by, Peter, we need not expect very hearty 
services at church when we pay our visit. Mr. 
Harrison tells me they are of the Puritan Calvin- 
istic type — plenty of twaddle against Kome and 
Tractarianism.' 

* I am sorrowfully aware of that, Mr. Monson.' 

* How have you obtained your information ? — 
Oh'! I had forgotten your brothers.' 

* I blame the Eector a great deal for my brother 
James becoming a Eomanist, and my brother 
John a Dissenter.' 

* Surely, surely, Peter, there must be some mis- 
understanding somewhere ? ' 

* Not a bit,' replied Peter ; * what is so likely to 
unsettle religious principles as promiscuous and 
negative teaching ? ' 
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* You are right, Peter, all this might be avoided. 
It is a commonly received opinion that we High- 
Church people send many to Eome by our mum- 
meries; the Low-Church, and Nothingarians, I 
perceive, do the same.' 

' I am thankful, Mr. Monson, that my lot has 
been cast among you at St. Clement's. Our 
position as Catholics i$ maintained in the Prayer 
Book; we are bound, I think, to maintain the 
same. We have at least something tangible to 
lay hold of, which I think mere Protestant teach- 
ing cannot lay claim to.' 

*Do you know, Peter, from Mr. Harrison's 
letter I perceive he has, some way or other, been 
learning a little of what the Church is ; in fact, I 
believe he is discovering that the ** Church in 
England never has been and never could be a 
Protestant body, except when all spiritual life 
within her is dying or dead." ' 

*It would be a difficult task to persuade the 
Evangelicals so,' replied Peter. 

* All who were perhaps educated at a time 
when scarcely any one thought that the Church 
was anything but the Protestant Church of Eng- 
land ; when almost every member of the Church 
was a Protestant, and the name was supposed to 
be one of the English Church's glories.' 

* How did that happen, Mr. Monson ? ' 
^Why, those parts of her formularies which 
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could be understood in a non-Catholic sense were 
so understood, and all the rest kept out of sight 
and disused, or looked upon as obsolete formulsB, 
or held to mean nothing at all. It is not a won- 
derful consequence to find churches now who 
leave out half the ceremonial and make the other 
half meaningless and slovenly, put in plenty of 
sentimental sermons, but ignore all regulations 
about fasting, confession, and other religious ob- 
servances; in fact, "protest" against the plain 
unvamidied principles of their own Church. 
Such, I am afraid, is the teaching of the church 
where your brothers attended.' 

' And those are the parties who disregard half 
of the Prayer Book, and alter the sense of the 
other half,' said Peter ; * who turn round on us, 
and accuse us of trying to change her doctrines, 
when we are only trying to bring them back into 
accordance with the Church's own standard. " If 
we can assume that the clergy of our Church 
who glory in the * Protestant faith' are above 
dishonourable subterfuges about the legal * sense' 
and 'non '-natural sense of words; and, still 
more, that they are not men who profess to 
belong to a body whose doctrines they disbelieve, 
for the sake of worldly respectability and gain ; 
if they could by any possibility divest themselves 
of early prejudices, and look at the Prayer Book 
and Canons as writings jto be judged by their in- 
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ternal evidence and the history of their origin, — I 
do think, Peter, they would come to the conclusion 
either to abandon Protestantism or the Church of 
England." * But, Peter, we must drop at present 
this interesting subject. Have you seen Nancy 
Nutter lately ? ' 

* No, Sir, I have not.' 

* Will you call upon her this evening, and give 
her this half-sovereign to assist her to rejoice 
with us this Christmas-tide ? ' 

* It will give me great pleasure to be the bearer 
of your bounty. You will lose nothing by your 
kindness to Naaey, Sir.' 

*I expect to gain something, Peter. You 
know the proverb of the wisest of men, "He 
that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord;" 
and the saying of the blessed Jesus, ** Whosoever 
fihall give to drink unto one of these little ones a 
cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, 
verily I say unto you, be shall in no wise lose 
his reward." We bankers, Peter, are very par- 
ticular about our securities — is it sufficient, think 
you?' 

' The best security you can possibly have, Ml. 
Monson.' 

* Our Position with legard to Protest^ntisixi. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

* Is that ye, Mr. Mellor ? it's long since I saw 
you, except at church.' 

' I have been thinking so, Nancy. You seem 
busy.' 

' I'se preparing for Christmas-tide.' 

« So I see.' 

^ I love, Mr. Mellor, to do something towards 
decorating the Sanctuary of the Lord : see what 
nice crosses I have made.' 

* They are very pretty, Nancy ; I thought the 
ladies generally decorated the church.' 

'And what for may not a poor body take a 
share ? ' 

* I know no reason at all, Nancy.' 

* They do not refuse my poor endeavours to do 
what I can.' 

* Are you not early in your preparations ? ' 

* I always begin a week before the time, and 
prepare what I can for the pulpit.' 

* Oh ! that is your share, is it ? I have brought 
you something from Mr. Monson, with his best 
wishes,' 

'I am mickle obleeged to ye; and I humble 
thank Mr. Monson,' 

' I believe, Nancy, that Mr. Monson has only 
lent this half-sovereign.' 
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* Then you must take it back, for I shall never 
be able to repay it.' 

* You forget the text, Nancy.' 
, ' Oh, you're there, are ye ? ' 

« Well, am I not right ? ' 
. * You are, Mr. Mellor.' 
' Have you had Mr. Selwyn lately ? ' 
' To-day, Sir ; and he tell'd me some good news.' 
^Whatwasit?' 

* The choristers are to wear cassocks on Christ- 
mas-day for the first time.' 

* That is a step in the right direction, Nancy.' 

* But what is better, Mr. Mellor, Mr. Watson 
at the Hall is to be at the expense of them.' 

' Well, he is rich, Nancy, and he will never feel 
the loss.' 

*Did you not know that Mr. Watson was a 
Baptist ? ' 

« No, I did not.' 

' But he was ; and he come to our church to see 
our Popish ways ; he was a Protestant to the back- 
bone.' 

* Well, Nancy, and what then ? ' 

'Why, when he had once been at church he 
could not keep away.' 

* He was a sensible man, I must say.' 

' He is one of Mr. Selwyn's chief supporters,' 
said old Nancy. 

* What did the Baptists say to that ? ' 
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* Say? why they said, if the Puseyites were not 
put down, the Puseyites would put them down.' 

^ That is very good.' 

* They say we send people to Eome.' 

* But I say we keep them from Home, Nancy.' 
^Why, Mr. Mellor, do you not know Mr. 

Shepherd ? ' 

' No, I do not ; what of him ? ' 

' Why he was a Eoman Catholic, and he is now 
an English Gathplic ; he came to St. Clement's to 
make fun.' 

* But was he struck with the services ? ' 

' He was struck with something, for he could 
not keep away.' 

' Well, what then ? ' 

' Why, he went to Mr. Selwyn, and Mr. Selwyn 
succeeded in convincing him that our Church is 
the Catholic Church in England, theirs only the 
Eoman Catholic' 

'Then we can boast of converts both from 
Eome and Greneva.' 

' Yes, that can we, Mr. Mellor.' 

' I often wonder, Nancy, how you have gained 
all your theological knowledge.' 

* Why, Sir, I tell'd you before that I had a good 
instructor ; and Mr. Selwyn lends me lots of 
books, which I read carefully, and being alone I 
tove to think over them. When the lightof Catholic 
truth dawns on the heart, Mr. Mellor, it dispels 
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gloom and darkness from the mind. I have read 
again and again every part of the Prayer Book, 
and the more I read it the better I like it.' 

*I believe with you, Nancy, that Catholic 
principles are Bible principles.' 

* It is the good ol<d way, Mr. Mellor. I shall 
never forget the sermon on the Feast of the An- 
nunciation. It was the dawn of day to me.' 

*I thought much of your narrative, Nancy. 
The sacramental teaching of the Prayer Book 
opened gradually on my mind, and I cannot be 
too grateful to Mr. Selwyn for his patient teaching. 
He indeed showed me that '^ the system of the 
Church, which by means of the Prayer Book is 
ever spread out before her children, never leaves 
us : from our baptism to our burial — ^from the 
cradle to the grave, she is ever at our side." She 
does not hazard our spiritual improvem^it on the 
fidelity or changing views of those who may hap- 
pen to minister at her Altars, but herself marks 
out the plan, sketches the system by which her 
members are to live. " Day after day, month after 
month, year after year, she bids us go forward in 
the divine life, until this world fades away, pre- 
paring us more fully for that which is to come." * 
These are not my words, Nancy ; they are those of 
our good priest, indelibly fixed upon my memory. 
Is not this the end which Grod intended His 

* Kip's Double Witness, 
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Church should answer, to train up His children 
for Heaven ? I am leaving you for a short time 
this Christmas, Nancy.' 

^ I am sorry for that, Mr. Mellor.' 

*So am I in one sense, but I hope to meet 
mother and brothers in Lindford. Good bye, 
Nancy.' 



CHAPTER XV. 



It was a joyful meeting for the widow and her 
sons. They had to compare notes, and we will 
not intrude on the sanctity of their private confer- 
ences. The mother was overjoyed at the prospects 
of her three boys. The sons delighted to bask 
for a short time in the presence of their dearest 
and best friend. A mother's love — a mother's 
care for her children may be guessed at, but never 
arrived at, except by the mother herself; it is one 
of the nearest and dearest ties on earth. The 
three brothers were obedient, loving sons. The 
loss of their father had, perhaps, drawn them 
closer to the mother. In childhood and youth 
how sweet the name of mother ! who but she can 
anticipate our childish wants? who in boyhood 
can counsel so well ? A mother may forget, 
and there are those who do forget, the nature 
which binds her to her children, but it is a rare 
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case. How sad to contemplate that^ so far as 
religious principles are concerned, they were 
severed from each other : not only in little mat- 
ters, but in vital verities I One family — the 
spouse of Christ, the Church, for whom the blessed 
Jesus prayed that * it might be one, even as He 
and His Father are one ' — rent into a thousand 
pieces 1 sad, sad picture of the Body of Christ 1 And 
oh I how prolific are the religious divisions which 
are everywhere around us, in promoting scepticism 
and infidelity! Proud man will not submit to be 
taught, but will give unbounded license to his 
fancy, by an unrestricted exercise of private in- 
terpretation of Holy Scripture. At three altars 
the family of Mellor worshipped on that happy 
Christmas-day. United in every earthly tie, 
separated in that which is of more value than a 
thousand worlds! Had the Church done her 
duty to those three young men, in educating them 
honestly and definitely in the doctrines of the 
Prayer Book, it is more than probable that 
mother and sons would have all knelt at one 
altar, and together received the Body and Blood 
of Christ. 

Mr. Harrison, Mr. Monson, and Peter attended 
St. Andrew's. They knew, whatever Dr. McNab 
thought of his own priesthood, he was indeed a 
priest; and with the same faith they received 
their Saviour in His Sacrament of love, as the 
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shepherds received their God as a helpless infant 
in the stable at Bethlehem. And why should 
they not fall down and worship Him under the 
form of bread and wine, as the Magi worshipped 
their Saviour, a lowly babe in the Eastern cattle- 
shed ? The services were of the old type — cold 
and irreverent — ^fuU of ritual, but not the Church's 
ritual. Here and there was hung a piece of holly, 
which at least proved the principle of decorating 
the House of Grod was acknowledged, but not 
carried out, afraid, they might be, of approximating 
themselves with Eome. 

There was but a slight allusion made to the 
change in the religious principles of James and 
John. Mrs. Mellor could understand the reason 
which induced John to become a Dissenter, for it 
was a common affair in Aldfield ; James's con- 
version she was puzzled at ; she could not, for her 
life, understand how one of her sons should be- 
come a Roman Catholic. 

The Sunday before Christmas the Eector of 
St. Andrew's had issued a programme of the 
services connected with the church. Service in 
the church on Christmas-day, with Holy Com- 
munion, a prayer-meeting in the school-room on 
the three following days at 7 p.m., which the 
Prayer Book marks a£i holydays ; on the Sunday 
evening after, a lecture in the church on pre- 
destination ; a prayer-meeting on New Year's day. 
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for a renewal of the covenant.* How could a 
Churchman read this and refrain from expressing 
his sorrow ? Mr. Monson expressed his feelings to 
Mr. Harrison. 

* I wonder Dr. McNab does not leave the 
Church.' 

* He thinks himself one of her faithful sons, 
Mr. Monson.' 

* Then who are her enemies, I should like to 
know? In this paper three of the Church's most 
solemn festivals are ignored for what he calls a 
prayer-meeting ; if he can obtain a congregation 
in the school-room, he could gather one to the 
church.' 

' A person might think so ; but Dr. McNab is 
no advocate for observing Popish saints' days. 
He once said to his clerk, " We want nothing to 
do with these red-letter days." ' f 

* Well, Mr. Harrison, we are in good company, 
at all events ; if we are classed among the holy 
St. John and St. Stephen. Is there no church in 
Lindford where the Prayer Book is believed, and 
the services honestly carried out ? ' 

* Not one, Mr. Monson ; they are all supplied 
by what are called Evangelical clergymen. In no 
town that I know of are there more Dissenters and 

* A programme similar to the above was issued to the con- 
gregation of the fine old parish church of Bishopwearmouth at 
Christmas, 1865. t A fact. 
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more Eoman Catholics — ^where the poor are more 
neglected. We have not a free church in the 
town, though several of them are parish churches. 
Then the **good places," as a rule, are assigned 
to the " gold ring " and goodly apparel.' 

' Just so ; and the free sittings are merely those 
which gay clothing declines to accept,' remarked 
Mr. Monson. 

* Yes,' said Mr. Harrison ; ' it is thus the un- 
fortunate poor are emphatically " despised," their 
sacred rights trampled on, and are branded 
" paupers " in God's own house. Our Eector has 
a great hatred of Popery, but I have often thought 
that at St. Andrew's is carried out the Popish 
system of selling indulgences — religious privileges 
and chief seats in our church are bought by those 
who are rich enough to pay for them. I was 
much struck,' continued Mr. Harrison, ' the other 
Sunday, by hearing a man say to his companion 
when passing the church, " That place is not for 
the like of us, it is only the well to do in the 
world who are welcome there." ^ This was, per- 
haps, rather too much to say ; but certainly 
appearances seem to confirm that poor man's 
words. It is only very lately, Mr. Monson, since 
I gave these things a thought. The more I think, 
the more I am confirmed in the opinion that 
the only way left for the Church of England to 

* A fact. 
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maintain her position is fearlessly to carry out 
the principles of the Book of Common Prayer. 
From beginning to end it maintains the English 
Church to be a true branch of the " Church 
Catholic," and, as such, teaches her children in 
every office from Holy Baptism to the day of 
death, and even when the spirit is gone.' 

* You speak like a true son of the Church, Mr. 
Harrison.' 

^ At least I wish to be one, Mr. Monson ; since 
I came from Exelby, I have longed after the 
hearty services I attended there.' 

*Well, you must wait and watch and pray; 
God may be gracious to your town. " While you 
sit down and weep, when you remember the de- 
solation of your Zion at Lindford," pray that God 
may send out His light and truth, that they 
may lead you to His holy hill and dwelling, 
*' for God will yet save His Zion and build the 
cities of Judah." ' 



CHAPTER XVI. 



Peter could not be long absent from his post ; he 
therefore left Mr. Monson, and was at business 
before the year closed. His mother, at the joint 
request of Peter and his kind master, had promised 
to pay a visit to Bramfield before she returned 

a 
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home. Sad and sorrowful the young man sat at 
his desk^ for his thoughts were occupied with the 
divisions that existed in the religious principles 
of his brothers. He was fully conscious of the 
defects of their early training, and he felt that 
the change might be traced to the neglect of 
having any definite teaching at the church they 
had attended. He thought of his own case when 
first he came to Bramfield, how little he knew of 
the Church and Prayer Book, and how providen- 
tially the good priest stepped in, and, with afatherly 
care, instructed him in the very first principles 
of the faith. The sermon on the Feast of the 
Annunciation flashed on his memory, and sen- 
tence after sentence came vividly to his recollec- 
tion. His conversation with Old Nancy, and his 
friend Mr. Dinsdale, and his doubts as to some 
of the doctrines of the Church ; his subsequent 
examination of the Prayer Book, and his firm 
grasp of Catholic truth, passed before him. He 
could no longer refrain from pouring out his 
thanksgiving to Almighty God ; and he wended 
bis way to St. Clement's, there to pour out his 
heart before the altar of Grod. The Church of 
St. Clement's was open all the day, and there 
could the devout soul find the secrecy of his 
closet, and any time for a few moments retire 
from the busy world and tell out his peculiar 
wants to the God of all grace in His own house. 
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Long did Peter kneel, earnest were his prayers 
for his two brothers, hearty were his thanksgivings 
for God's mercies to him in placing his lot in 
such a pleasant place. He rose refreshed and 
invigorated with new strength and confirmed hopes 
that He who is the way, the truth, and the life, 
would in His own good time unite his family as 
closely in the faith once delivered as they were 
in mutual attachment to each other. The frost 
during the last few days had been keen, and a 
priming of snow covered the country. He took 
his way back to the oflBce by the outskirts of the 
town ; and as he neared the river, whereon Bram- 
field stands, he heard a distinct cry for help ; he 
ran towards the place, and saw a number of boys 
seemingly paralysed, but looking intently on a 
boy's hands which were grasping the edge of broken 
ice. In breathless haste, regardless of self-preser- 
vation, he boimded on to the ice, neared the boy, 
and became immersed in the water ; bravely he 
fought, and at length succeeded in rescuing the 
youth from the water and landing him safely on 
firm ground ; the youth was quite exhausted, and 
likewise his preserver, but it was not long before 
aid arrived, and they were both conveyed to the 
nearest house ; medical aid was called in, and a 
little attention restored the saved and the saviour. 
The rescued boy was the only son of Mr. Watson, 
the opulent merchant, who had become such a 

o 2 
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firm supporter of St. Clement's. It would, per- 
haps, have been diflScult to discover whether £he 
satisfaction of Peter or the joy of Mr. Watson was 
the greater. They were both full of gratitude — 
the father for the deliverance of his son, Peter that 
Crod in His providence had called him to be that 
deliverer. Mr. Watson was not the man te forget 
the debt he owed to the rescuer of his son from 
certain death : for from the youth's account his 
fingers were fast losing their power to cling to the 
ice, and a few moments would have placed him 
beyond all help. Their first act of gratitude was 
due to Almighty God, and in the public services 
of the Church on the Feast of the Circumcision 
they returned their thanks to the Griver of all 
good for the late ^deliverance vouchsafed to them.' 
Although Mr. Watson ofiFered no pecuniary reward 
to Peter — for he was sure it would wound his 
feelings — he did not despair of being useful to 
him at a future time. He became a welcome 
visitor at Mr. Watson's ; and Mrs. Watson was 
never weary of doing little offices of kindness for 
him in a way which could not hurt his delicate 
feelings. 

For the preservation of his son's life Mr. 
Watson oflfered at the altar of St. Clement's a 
set of coverings for the Holy Table for the dif- 
ferent seasons* The mother and son offered a 
atained window to commemorate the son's de- 
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liverance. The news had reached Mr. Monson 
before he left Lindford, which he communicated to 
Peter's mother and Mr. Harrison. Somehow or 
other the banker learned from Mrs. Mellor that 
her eldest son had been designed for the priest- 
hood, had his father been spared and misfortune 
kept from the door. 

*If Peter has a vocation for the priesthood I 
have no doubt, Mr. Harrison, God in His provi- 
dence will provide the means for his admission to 
holy orders.' 

* I am afraid, Mr. Monson, there are many who 
take upon themselves the sacred office merely as 
a profession.' 

* If we may judge from appearances, it is so, 
though the Church has hedged round the sacred 
calling with so much care. But we will not sit 
in judgment upon such an awful subject.' 

* The number of devoted priests are yearly in- 
creasing,' observed Mr. Harrison. 

* They are,' replied the banker ; ' may . God 
increase them a hundredfold ! ' 

* I hope you will not be long before you pay a 
visit to Bramfield, Mr. Harrison.' 

• * I will embrace the first opportunity, Mr. 
Monson.' 

' I promise you a very hearty welcome ; not 
only to bed and board, but to some of the hearti- 
iest Church services you ever attended.' 
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* My experience in hearty services is very 
limited, but I shall be very glad of its extension.' 

*I wish your Eeetor would accompany you; 
though I cannot promise that he shall occupy St, 
Clement's pulpit, I can promise him a place in 
the chanceL' 

'Well, Mr. Monson, I am afraid the good 
Doctor would be horrified; he would fancy his 
Holiness the Pope had got hold of him. I am 
afraid the spirit of Puritanism holds him so fast 
that nothing short of a miracle can liberate him 
from its grasp.' 



CHAPTER XVII. 



The weather continued very stormy, and trade 
was very dull. A greater number of poor persons 
were without employ than had been known in 
Bramfield for a number of years. Wages had 
been good during the summer, and a few of the 
more provident had put a little money into the 
savings bank, and at this season found it of great 
benefit. But, alas ! the majority had rather out* 
lived their income, and were now in great distress. 
Want of food brought on disease, and Mr. Selwyn 
found his hands full, even with the aid of his noble 
choristers. From morning until evening, the good 
priest might be seen going from one street to 
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another, among the poorest of the poor. The 
congregation of St. Clement's were not niggardly 
in providing funds for the relief of the needy in 
the parish. As the month went on the distress 
increased, every day added to its number, and all 
that could be done was not suflScient, for the good 
priest's funds were of necessity limited. On one 
occasion he found out a family destitute, not only 
of food, but of clothing, with no furniture, no bed 
but a few shavings in one comer of the room, with 
stones to sit on ; on this miserable couch laid the 
head of the family, with fever burning up his very 
vitals, his wife and children standing around him. 
Ignorant was that dying man — alike of Grod and 
his Saviour. He had spent his life from very child- 
hood in a coal pit. His days had been nearly a 
perpetual night, for when he worked by night he 
had slept by day. The green fields and the beau- 
tiful flowers he had seldom seen, and he might 
have spent all his days in a heathen land for 
what he knew of the good news of salvation 
through Christ. The temporal wants of the family 
was the good priest's first concern ; food for the 
perishing children, and medicine for the poor man 
were quickly obtained. His spiritual necessities 
were not so easily supplied. Oral teaching Mr. 
Selwyn found of very little avail, for he was ex- 
tremely ignorant. He had recourse to pictures, 
and by this means got him to understand what 
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it cost to redeem his soul from eternal misery. 
The eye took in what words failed to convey 
through the ear. Glimmerings of light dawned 
on the poor benighted soul, and may we not hope 
that that poor man (for whom Christ died, and 
who had had the cross marked on his forehead 
at his baptism) was accepted for what he was, 
and not for what he was not ? Is it diflScult to 
conceive that such ignorance should exist in this 
land of Bibles ? If we could but see the inutility 
of the indiscriminate distribution of God's Holy 
Word, prior to instruction in the faith of Christ, 
one step would be attained toward evangelising 
the dark places of the earth. Holy Augustine 
approached England's nobles with erected crucifix, 
and conveyed through the eye what he orally 
taught, and by this means converted our heathen 
ancestors. 

* Oh ! that I had a princely fortune,' said Mr. 
Dinsdale to Mr. Selw}^, one day, when leaving a 
scene of poverty and distress, *for the sake of 
these poor members of Christ.' 

* Or, if the Church had not been robbed of its 
patrimony, Mr. Dinsdale, we should have found it 
an easier matter to get at a remedy for all this 
poverty. When our monasteries, with their reve- 
nues, fell into the grasp of the secular arm, the 
poor of the land not only lost their guardians but 
their daily bread.' 
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^ The Poor Law,' replied Mr. Dinsdale, * is but 
A poor substitute.' 

* Indeed it is/ answered Mr. Selwyn ; ' but such 
as it is, it is made much worse by its adminis- 
trators.' 

* What a want of Christian sympathy is evi- 
dent in the relief of the poor ! ' 

*Not only that, Mr. Dinsdale, but there is a 
want of Christian principle.' 

* If I understand the intent of the law, it is — 
that the poor and needy of the land have a claim 
of support, which is popularly considered charity. 
The aristocrat has not a better claim on his thou- 
sand acres than the poor man has on his yard. 
The relief of the poor is not a dole, it is a right, 
a poor substitute for what was taken from them.' 

* Yes, Mr. Dinsdale, it would puzzle any think- 
ing man to understand the morality or equity of 
an Act of Parliament taking away estates left by 
will for certain purposes for ever, wrested from 
its legitimate possessors and pious purposes.' 

* But the plea is, that this was lawfully done.' 

* So it might, but where is the equity of it ? ' 

* Suppose we could ascertain the donors' opinion 
of the spoliation of Church property, which they 
left for a specific purpose ? ' asked Mr. Dinsdale. 

* What would be your opinion, if by a legal 
deed you conveyed property for some charitable 
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object, if it was wrested, no matter by what au- 
thority, from the object for which you secured it?* 

* I think it could not be justified by whatever 
authority it was done.' 

* So do I ; and though centuries have passed 
since this injustice was done to the Church, and 
the present holders have a legal title to their pos- 
sessions, we have evidence in abundance how 
often such property changes hands ; there is, I 
believe, a worm in every acre, which ultimately 
will eat it up. What is given to God is given for 
ever, and can never be alienated.' 

* It seems we are not yet satisfied, Mr. Selwyn ; 
we are at present playing the same game with our 
ancient universities.' 

* Yes, Mr. Dinsdale, and the transparent argu- 
ment is used, that when the property was left to 
those pious foundations, all England professed the 
same faith, but that now diflferent faiths are pro- 
fessed in England, and one party has as much 
right to it as another.' 

* This, I think, is a very futile argument.' 

* It is, Mr. Dinsdale : " One faith there is, as 
well as one baptism." These universities were 
founded and endowed to rear and educate youth 
in the principles of the Catholic faith, not in any 
other, and prepare priests to minister the Catholic 
religion.' 

^ But, Mr. Selwyn, they turn round upon us, 
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and say, it was taken from the Catholics at the 
Eeformation, and that forms the precedent.' 

* But what say we, and what can be proved from 
impartial history, that the Church of England is 
the same Church now as before the Reformation ; 
purified from some stains which had attached to 
it during the mediaeval times. On this account 
we lay claim to the universities and their endow- 
ments.' 

^Then, Sir, applied to any other purpose, or 
open to any sect of religion, they lose their dis- 
tinctive character ; they are applied to purposes 
which the founders never intended, nay, which 
they would have shrunk from and opposed.' 

'But, Mr. Dinsdale, we have gotten into an 
open field ; our subject is the poor and their mise- 
ries. The expensive administration of the Poor 
Law is not the worst feature of it, though this, 
in my estimation, swallows up large sums which 
belong to the poor. There is a hardness, and 
even a heartlessness, in its administration which 
makes it obnoxious. "The guardians of the 
poor " are oflScers for carrying out the law. How 
much more frequently are they the guardians of 
the rates? How superciliously are the poor treated, 
both at the board-room, and elsewhere, as though 
it were indeed a crime to be poor I How very er- 
roneously the ratepayers can complain, though the 
poor rates are but a part of the rent which belongs 
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to the poor 1 How frequently delay after delay 
occurs before a poor person can be relieved ! How 
often starvation and destitution end in death, be- 
fore the authorities have made up their minds to 
relieve the perishing poor ! With what spirit they 
can break the holy bond of wedlock, and sepa- 
rate husband and wife ; how little of sympathy is 
shown in the relief granted, and how often is that 
relief completely inadequate to meet even the 
most modest wants ! How often do we find crime 
treated more gently than honest poverty! The 
question is, does the law contemplate all this ? for 
the honour of our legislators we will hope it does 
not. It would be well if, with all our Bible teach- 
ing, we could eflfectually impress upon the hearts 
of our people such texts as bear on this subject : 
^' Bow down thine ear to the poor, and give him 
a friendly answer with meekness ; be as a father 
to the fatherless, and as a husband to the widow ; 
so shalt thou be as the Son of the Most High, and 
He shall love thee more than thy mother doth." 
Ecclesiasticus iv. 8. " If thou draw out thy soul 
to the hungry, and satisfy the aflSicted soul; then 
shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness 
be as the noon day. And the Lord shall guide 
thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, 
and make fat thy bones : and thou shalt be like 
a watered garden, and like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not." Isaiah Iviii. 10, 11. Witlj 
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all the defects of the Poor Law, did its administra- 
tors keep in view those two texts of Holy Writ, and 
act upon them, how very diflferently would the 
poor be treated ! ' 

' Your texts, Mr. Selwyn, bring to my mind a 
saying of the holy Bishop Wileon, " Heaven being 
the patrimony and inheritance of the poor, by our 
alms we engage them to solicit the mercy of God 
for us." ' 

' There is another saying of that holy Bishop,' 
replied the priest : ' " Every one is bound to help 
the poor, not just as he is assessed by human 
laws, but according to his ability, as God has 
prospered him ; and if he will do no more than 
he can be compelled by law, he will have but a 
bad account to make. Jesus Christ has left the 
poor in His place, and has in them continual 
wants and necessities to be suppUed." ' 



CHAPTER XVIIL 



John Mellor had left thje fold of the Church. 
His shepherd had not led him beside the still 
waters, neither had he taken him to the Church's 
green pastures, where he would have foimd food 
to satisfy his hungry soul. Sacraments and sacra- 
mental teaching were unknown to him. Husks 
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and briars were given him for food ; Protestant 
teaching had on his mind a revulsive eflfect. He 
did not think that Dr. McNab, so far from being 
the Church's exponent, was the Dissenters' ally. 
Had he but understood that, however unfaithful a 
priest may be t.o the Church, the Church is true 
to herself; its distinctive teaching may be ex- 
plained away, its oflSces mutilated, its discipline 
disregarded, still the Book of Common Prayer 
stands as a beacon to admonish, to counsel, to direct, 
to comfort, to support. Its teaching may be twisted 
and twined to express what the teacher believes, 
anything or all things, except its true gram- 
matical meaning, it is made to bear ; but there it 
stands, as a witness for the truth — ^the true expo- 
nent of the Church's teaching, taking it literally 
aad according to common sense. But of this 
John was not aware, so he left the fold to seek 
something more real and positive — something 
more spiritual. Latterly he had become ac- 
quainted with the Anabaptists, and was soon 
brought to believe in the unlawfulness of infant 
baptism. He had no rock to rest upon, and 
therefore it was an easy matter to fall from one 
error to another. He left the Methodists, suflfered 
himself to be rebaptised by immersion, and 
united himself to (what they style themselves) the 
Baptist Church. This is no uncommon case. 
When we leave the Church, our footsteps may 
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slide from one error to another, until we fall into 
infidelity, and deny the Lord who bought us. 

Neither was James without his difficulties in 
his position as a Roman Catholic : the Latin ser- 
vipe, a diflFerent Bible, the loss of old associations, 
all told upon him ; yet he thought himself in the 
path of duty. He had been industriously in- 
structed that the Boman Church was the only 
true Catholic Church, &c. — out of it could be no 
salvation. So he continued steadfast to his faith, 
ignorant of the fact that the Church of England 
is a true branch of the Catholic Church, and the 
only legitimate one in England. 

The two brothers continued to give satisfaction 
to their employer, and Mr. Harrison was not slow 
in recognising their fidelity and rewarding it. 

The Bishop had held a Confirmation in St. An- 
drew's Church, and in a sermon preached for some 
charitable institution in another church had taken 
occasion to deny the sacerdotal character of the 
priesthood. Thus, as a matter of course, he 
ignored the Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist. 
No other opinion could be put upon his discourse 
than that the Church was a sect dating no further 
back than the Reformation. As to the ordinal, he 
made it but a mere farce without meaning ; in 
fact he unbishoped himself, ignored his own acts 
in Ordination, and made his office an unnecessary 
immeaning one. The Bishop's sermon^ carried 
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out to its legitimate issue, would indeed deprive 

his lordship of his high office, as too expensive a 

luxury, not essential to the Church of God. Mr. 

Harrison heard all this with pain. He expected 

to hear his lordship exalt his office, not disparage 

it. He looked for some word of admonition to 

such of his clergy who neglected their marked out 

duty, and some word of encouragement to those 

(if any present) who were honestly striving to 

carry out their Ordination vows. The opposite 

Was indeed the case ; sacerdotalism he classed 

with deism, priestcraft with unbelief; conformity 

to the Eubrics was a device to upset Protestantism 

and propagate Eomanism. Mr. Harrison took all 

this for what it was worth, for his very limited 

experience in Church matters convinced him that 

it was just the reverse to what the Bishop said ; 

but it seemed strange that such doctrines should 

be promulgated by a dignitary of the Church. 

Dr. McNab was in ecstasies. 

' Now, Mr. Harrison,' said the Doctor, a few 
days afterwards, ^what do you think of our good 
Bishop ? ' ^ 

' I had rather not say anything. Doctor ; for I 
am^ told « not to speak evil of dignities." ' 

^^Evil, Mr. Harrison! why, he is a good man.' 

. J^^ Z T^ ^^ ' ^^* ^ '^^"^ ^^^^ ^^* <^all hin. 
a good Bishop. One thing I will say, he would 
make a good Pope.' 
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'Mr. Harrison, surely you are in jest ! ' 

* I never was more in earnest in my life.' 

* Pope I Mr, Harrison ; I believe he hates 
Popery.' ' 

* So do I believe, Doctor.' 

* Then how can you say he would make a good 
Pope ? ' 

* Because I am of opinion he thinks himself 
infallible. He lays down the law, but I cannot 
think it is the law of the Church ; at all events, 
it is not the law of her formularies, that is, Doctor, 
if words mean anything.' 

' His sermon was most excellent.' 

* It was anything but that, I think. I said he 
laid down the law, but it was a law of his own, 
Doctor ; and evidently he thinks that law and no 
other to be the right one.' 

^ He proved, Mr. Harrison, that we ought to 
pay obedience to the Bishop ; can you find fault 
with that ? ' 

* If the Bishop's commands are in conformity 
with the law of the Church; but if it is the 
Bishop's own law, and that law antagonistic to the 
law of the Church, I cannot see the obligation, 
Doctor. The Bishop, the priest, and the deacon 
each promise alike to obey the directions of the 
Book of Common Prayer, do they not ? ' 

* Yesj Mr. Harrison ; but it is only as custom 
has received it for the last three hundred years.' 

9 
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'I cannot see the force of your reasoning, 
Doctor. Did you make a mental reservation 
when you were ordained ? ' 

* No, Mr. Harrison, I did not.' 

* Then, Doctor, I am deputed by a very few of 
your congregation to ask you to have daily -prayers 
in our church.' 

* Daily prayers, Mr. Harrison 1 I am surprised 
you should ask me any such thing.' 

* Why, Doctor, why ? ' 

* Well, do you think it would be right for me 
to " devote " two hours each day to prayer in the 
church, which time " might " be spent in house- 
to-house visitation and study ? ' 

* Eeally, Doctor, you are hard to understand ; a 
duty is a duty, an obligation is an obligation. 
Now, Doctor, let us take at least this short sen- 
tence literally, when I say you are under an 
obligation to say daily prayers in the church — ^I 
mean you vowed at your Ordination to do so.' 

* I did nothing of the sort, Mr. Harrison ; the 
Bishop never put such a burden upon me.' 

* Did he not. Doctor ? but then you put it upon 
yourself.' 

* No, I did not ; as I never intended to say 
daily prayers in the church.' 

* Then you must have made a mental reser- 
vation in your vows. But you say. Doctor, that 
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it would take two hours for daily prayers ; I think 
half the time would suflSce.' 

^ And to what good, Mr. Harrison ? ' 

* First of all, I consider you bound to it; 
secondly (I have learnt my *^lys" from you, 
Doctor), it would give your people an opportunity 
of attending public prayer ; and thirdly, it would 
give you an opportunity of praying for your 
people daily in God's own house, where He is 
especially present.' 

'But I can pray for them at home, Mr. 
Harrison.' 

* The very argument I have heard those use 
who never come to church at all. Let me see. 
Doctor; suppose we have prayers at half-past 
seven in the morning and at eight o'clock in the 
evening.' 

* No, Mr. Harrison ; I cannot consent to it at 
all, it would interfere with parochial work.' 

'But suppose. Doctor, for the good of your 
people, you rise half an hour earlier, and go to 
bed half an hour later ; it would give you just 
the same time for your other duties. It would 
be a little cross, you know ; but taking up the 
cross is the way to follow Christ.' 

' I cannot see the good of it, Mr. Harrison ; five 
times out of six I should have no one but myself 
and clerk.' 

'But you will. Doctor; I can positively say 

H 1 
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that I and other three or four will regularly 
attend.' 

*It would not be worth while opening the 
church doors for even that number.' 

* What, Doctor I are you as ignorant of your 
Bible as a Papist priest? "Wherever two or 
three are gathered together in My name, there 
I am in the midst of them." ' 

'I could not take upon myself this burden, 
Mr. Harrison, until I have consulted the Bishop.' 

*But, Doctor, you have taken upon yourself 
the burden, if indeed you call it a burden. ^' The 
curate that ministereth in every parish church or 
chapel, being at home, and not being otherwise 
reasonably hindered, shall say morning and even- 
ing prayers in the parish church or chapel where 
he ministereth, and shall cause a bell to be tolled 
thereunto a convenient time before he begin, that 
the people may come to hear God's Word, and to 
pray with him." Now, Doctor, this is part of the 
Prayer Book, and the Prayer Book you have 
Towed .to obey.' 

*But the custom has been discontinued long 
before my Ordination, and I have done what has 
been accustomed to be done in the Church for 
generations, without the ordinary finding any 
fault.' 

* There you are again. Doctor; but I would 
observe that jour breach of this and other Bubrics 
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of the Book of Common Prayer cannot be excused 
by their non-observance, even for generations. 
" It is a maxim of English jurisprudence that a 
mere neglect to observe a law does not make that 
law null and void, no matter how long it may 
have been in abeyance." ' 

' I cannot yet see that any benefit would accrue 
to my people by daily service in the church so 
long as they would not attend.' 

' Try them, Doctor, try them ! Suppose you 
have little or no congregation, you would be doing 
your duty. The work of a parish priest is a daily 
public work ; hence the necessity of daily public 
prayer. The temporal and spiritual necessities of 
his people, the wants of his parish, his own cares 
and anxieties, his disappointments in the young, 
his hopes and fears, the falling away of many, the 
reclaiming of sinners, all these he may bring 
" boldly to the throne of grace," in union with 
his execution of the priest's office, before God 
day by day, according to the order of the Churchy 
and where can he better seek daily for " mercy 
and grace to help in time of need, than in the 
house of God in which he is set to minister?"* 
Doctor, excuse me ; but these are not my words, 
they are those of a holy priest.' 

' Eeally, Mr. Harrison, you are much altered of 

* Blunt on the Prayer Book. 
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late ; your short stay at Exelby seems to have 
made a radical change in your principles.' 

* Doctor, I thank God that I ever went to 
Exelby Church 1 To be honest with you, Doctor, 
I was in a mist before, and did not know it, and 
if I had I should not have found my way out of 
it by the teaching at St. Andrew's.' 

^ Beally, Mr. Harrison, if we had not been old 
friends, I should say you were taking a great 
liberty with your minister.' 

* Neither should I have done so. Doctor, had 
such not been the case. I was deputed by six 
persons in your congregation to ask you for daily 
prayers ; you have not acceded to the request. A 
friend of mine will name another subject to you 
connected with the services ; I hope he may be 
more successful.' 

Dr. McNab saw with regret that after all his 
care in preaching up the Protestant faith. Catholic 
principles had gained a footing in St. Andrew's, 
and he remembered, too, that a little leaven will 
leaven a great ' lump.' 



CHAPTER XIX. 



Peter Mellor had become a most zealous assistant 
to Mr, Selwyn. It was indeed edifying to see his 
earnestness to promote the glory of God in the 
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welfare of the Church. He was a chorister, and 
assisted the priest at the altar in every way he 
could as a layman. He taught in the Sunday 
school, and formed a class round him which 
he instructed in Catholic principles — the prin- 
ciples of the Prayer Book. Step by step he led 
them on, basing all his teaching on the Church 
Catechism. And who can have a better text-book 
whereon to rear a Christian structure ? It em- 
bodies in a small compass the Gospel of Christ in 
its fulness. He knew how imperfectly it had 
been taught in his native village to him and his 
brothers ; and he sincerely believed if the foun- 
dation of their education had been properly laid 
he would not have had to mourn over the wander- 
ings of his brothers. He took care to teach his 
pupils that baptism is the foundation of the 
Christian life ; confirmation the strengthening of 
that life ; the body and blood of Christ really, 
but spiritually, present in the Holy Eucharist, 
the abiding nourishment of the spiritual life, and 
the centre of all religious worship; that holy 
orders is the constant means of building it up ; 
and absolution the accompanying remedy for its 
falls. He explained to them how all these verities 
were taught in the Prayer Book ; and pointed out 
to them the baptismal oflSce, the office for con- 
firmation, the oflSce for holy communion, the ordi- 
nation services, the visitation of the sick ; and 
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thus showed that though the two sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper are only generally 
necessary to salvation, all the other offices are of 
a sacramental nature, conveying by outward signs 
or means an inward and spiritual grace to all 
who use them rightly. Such indeed is the teachings 
of the Church, and such was the teaching of 
Peter Mellor. He took great interest in visiting 
the poor and needy, and to the very utmost of 
his ability he relieved their wants. A poor sick 
boy who was suffering from a spinal complaint, 
and who had been confined to his bed for a num- 
ber of years, unmistakably welcomed his visits 
by his smile of approbation. He taught him 
the rudiments of the Christian faith, he told 
him of Jesus, and all His sufferings for a sinful 
world: he explained to him how that he was 
made Grod's dear child in baptism. He taught 
him to bear his lot with patience and resig- 
nation as a member of Christ; and the invalid 
was never weary of listening to his kind visitor. 
He left him a small crucifix, which the boy 
valued above all his possessions, assuring his 
friend that looking at it enabled him to bear 
his pain with greater patience, ' as,' said he to 
Peter, * it reminds me of the sufferings of Jesus, 
and makes me think how few and how little mine 
are compared with His.' In fact, as the poor boy 
oould not read, Peter thought no harm in convey- 
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ing truths through the medium of the eyes, 
which it would have taken an amount of labour 
and time to have conveyed through the ear. 

Seals were not wanting to the earnest definite 
teaching at St. Clement's. Crowded congregations 
testified that hearty services were appreciated, 
especially by the poor. Many indeed went out 
of curiosity to witness the Eomish services, as 
they were designated by some, but most of those 
were struck with the reverent demeanour and the 
apparent sincerity of the regular congregation. 
One young man, professing the * Protestant faith' 
as taught by the Independents, was so struck with 
the services that he was induced seriously to 
think of his position, and ultimately to leave the 
sect, to which his parents likewise belonged, 
and become a zealous supporter of St. Clement's. 
We might name many more. Mr. Selwyn thought 
he had overcome all opposition of a serious nature, 
when one morning he received a command from 
the Bishop to attend at the Palace on a certain 
day. He found that a memorial had been pre- 
sented against his Eomanising teaching, signed 
indeed by but few of his parishioners, but sup- 
ported by two neighbouring clergymen, whose 
churches and parishes were noted for neglect and 
a systematic disregard for many of the require- 
ments of the Prayer Book. Some of the charges 
were entirely false, others were partly true, and 
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but few entirely correct. The good priest went 
into a detailed account of the services, with the 
ritual used. His lordship could not brook a 
simple cross on the priest's stole, neither the 
sacred symbol on the super-altar. In his lord- 
ship's eyes a cross for architectural decoration 
and a cross to symbolise the Christian faith are 
quite different things — the one tends to supersti- 
tion, the other for beauty. The Invocation of the 
Blessed Trinity before the sermon is imitating 
Eomish practices. On what principles his lord- 
ship founds his theory it would be diflScult to 
conjecture, yet a well-instructed youth might 
answer the Bishop's arguments. If his lordship 
believes in the Trinity I cannot see why he should 
condemn its invocation before sermon any more 
than after it. We are all baptised into the faith 
of the Trinity, we profess our belief in the Trinity, 
we worship the Trinity in Unity and Unity in 
Trinity, we preach the doctrine of the Trinity, 
All this the Soman Catholic Church preaches. 
Would it not puzzle a lawyer to find out the jus- 
tice of the Bishop's objection ? These thoughts 
ran through Mr. Selwyn's mind, but in deference 
to his lordship's position he kept silent, except 
by a simple protest against the justice of such a 
memorial, signed as it was by two priests who 
were neglecting their own parishes for the purpose 
of opposing a hard-working priest who was 
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honestly striving to carry out the obKgations he 
entered into at his Ordination. In his journey 
home the good priest wondered if he were to lay 
a charge against his two clerical accusers for ne- 
glect of their plain duties whether the Bishop 
would be ready to investigate it ; but the thought 
was but transient^ for he remembered his Master's 
precept to do good for evil. 



CHAPTEB XX. 



* GrOOD evening, Mr. Selwyn, I am glad to see you 
home again ; I suppose you will have been 
admonished by your Bishop ? ' 

^I have had something like an admonition 
from his lordship, Mr. Watson, but I really can- 
not see the justice of it. The cross is certainly 
a stumblingblock to his lordship, or perhaps he 
thinks it a stumblingblock to the people ; do you 
think it is, Mr. Watson ? ' 

* I really cannot see how it can be, Mr. Selwyn. 
I believe it is that which obtains for us the name 
of Catholics .by a great many.' 

* Well, Mr. Watson, there is one thing certain, 
we cannot be saved without it. It is strange 
that among the refinements of modern wisdom is 
a dread of the sign of the cross.' 
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* Stranger still,' tepli-ed Mr. Watson, * that any 
Christian should be ashamed of it.' 

*Have we indeed, Mr. Watson, forgotten the 
example of St. Paul, and ceased to glory in the 
Cross of Jesus ? Such was not the view of the 
primitive Christians. "When heathens," says 
Hooker, " despised the Christian religion because 
of the suflFerings of Jesus Christ, the Fathers, to 
show how littl-e such contumelies and contempts 
prevailed with them, chose rather the sign of the 
cross than any other outward mark whereby the 
world might most easily discern always what 
they were." TertuUian, in the second century, 
testifies that on all occasions they used this sign. 
Another Father says all believers employ the sign 
of the cross on their foreheads at the commence- 
ment of any transaction whatever, but especially 
of prayers and holy readings. " When thou art 
on the point of stepping over the threshold of thy 
door, renounce Satan and all his work, and enrol 
thyself under Christ, and form thou the cross on 
thy forehead." It was this spirit which induced 
our forefathers everywhere to set up the sign of 
the cross — in their churches, their houses, by the 
wayside, and at the fountain, that as the weary 
traveller stopped to drink he might have before 
him the emblem of the crucified.' 

' It is said that superstition was mingled with 
this,' said Mr. Watson* 



L 
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^ That may be, Sir ; but was not superstition 
better than the refined indifference of the present 
day ? In a treatise on the Ten Commandments, 
entitled ** Dives et Pauper," and printed at West- 
minster by Wynken de Worde, a.d. 1496, the real 
and pious object of erecting the cross by the road- 
side is thus expressly assigned — ** For this reason 
beu crosses by ye waye, that when folke passynge 
see the crosses they should thynke on Hym that 
deyed on the cross, and worshyppe Hym above all 
thynge." ' 

* But we are told it is ** Popish," Mr, Selwyn.' 
*Yes, it is there the shoe pinches; for what 

reason I cannot see. Are we to give up every 
primitive practice which the Eoman Church has 
retained ? If so, where should we be ? ' 

*But it must be confessed, Mr. Selwyn, that 
the sign of the cross was greatly abused in the 
Church of Eome.' 

* But, Mr. Watson, the abuse of a thing does 
not take away the use of it.' 

* The Church,' said Mr. Watson, *is one family, 
the cross is the badge, or, if you like, the Christian's 
crest ; is it wrong to exhibit that badge ? The 
Bishop of this diocese has the episcopal arms on 
his throne in the cathedral, why then should not 
the Christians' badge be in the church? the Bishop 
seals his official documents either with the arms 



110 who's who; or 

of the see or the mitre, why may I not use the 
Christian crest ? ' 

* I have often thought, Mr. Selwyn, how very 
edifying and instrucstive a set of pictures, on our 
Saviour's Passion, would be in the church.' 

* I can see no objection to them ; but what 
would the Bishop say to that ? ' 

'I was in company, the other night, with a 
good Protestant, as he calls himself, and the con- 
versation somehow turned on pictures. *' Tell 
me," said I, *^ are you not very fond of pictures ? ^ 
** Yes, I am," said my friend. " Are you a critic 
in those things ? " " No, I am not." " All the 
better," said I; "you cannot see their defects. 
Yet you can enjoy the idea presented by the 
general view of the picture." " Yes," replied my 
friend. " You would think your ' London News ' 
a very dull sort of family paper, if it were not 
illustrated. ' Punch's ' best jokes would be in- 
sipid, if your eye could not see the point. 
Pictures speak like a book. They tell you many 
things that without them you could not know. 
They help you to understand things that no 
amount of telling would ever have taught you. 
They bring distant objects within your reach, 
helping you to realise, and to know people and 
things of other times and far-oflF lands — and all 
this they do in such an easy, quiet way, giving 
you so little trouble, and affording so much 
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pleasure, that you almost wish to see printers 
abolished, and painters established, as the only 
teachers of mankind. Now tell me," continued 
I, " don't you like pictures in church ? '* " Oh, 
no 1 " he said, " that would be a dreadful thing 
indeed 1 " (the very idea seemed to horrify him). 
*' Why ? " said I. " Why, it is simply Popish and 
heathenish. If you go in for pictures in church 
I cannot agree with you ; here we part company 
at once ; you are certainly on the high road to 
Popery, and you won't catch me following you 
there." ' 

' It is really unaccountable how such like pre- 
judices can exist, especially among the educated 
classes ; but did you leave your friend thus ? ' 

' Oh, no I Mr. Selwyn, I took him a little 
farther.' 

* "Well, let us hear the end.' 

* " Well," I said, " can it be true that pictures 
do certainly lead to Rome ? I cannot," I said, 
"see the reasonableness of the complaint against 
pictures. Is it meant that if people once see 
things plainly before their eyes, as well ss hear 
them with their ears, a journey to Some is the 
inevitable consequence ? You know," I continued, 
" the eye tells things more plainly than the ear. 
Is it then come to this, and must we make the 
confession, that if people are allowed to see things 
a little more clear than they do now, they will at 
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the same time see the necessity of submitting to 
the Pope ? " : 

' Interrupting you, Mr, Watson, if such were 
the case, that if a person sees more clearly he will 
go to Borne, is a direct argument in favour of 
Bomanism.' 

' Certainly it is, Mr. Selwyn. " If our present 
teaching is supplemented by the use of pictui'es, 
it will be found insufficient," said my friend ; to 
which I replied, " but don't ask me to agree with 
you. For if this be your candid opinion, you are 
not much of a Churchman." ' 

^Seriously speaking, Mr. Wat§on, what harm 
can pictures do to anybody's faith? We need 
not be afraid, at all events at this day, that any- 
one will worship the picture.' 

' This foolish idea, we might think, would not 
enter anybody's head in the nineteenth centuiy.' 

' But what said a dignitary of the Church the 
other day about the cross in our church ? did he 
not say that it might be used superstitiously, and 
lead to Popery ? ' 

' Well, my opinion is we must have something 
to stir up our dull hearts and draw out the 
affections numbed by the icy coldness of latter- 
day religionism. Great things have been done 
for us; both at St. Clement's and elsewhere, 
Mr. Selwyn, awful mysteries have been disclosed. 
We have to feel and know that such things were^ 
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and to do so, let us set them before our eyes as 
best we can.' 

* The painter's art can, I think, Mr. Watson, 
help us to trace the steps by which our deliver- 
ance was wrought, and make us feel all that was 
done for us.' 

* Then, Mr. Selwyn, we should forget the nine- 
teenth century, and fancy we were living in the 
iirst century.' 

* We can dispense with the established picture 
of the lion and unicorn, and we are not very 
anxious to retain the stately figures of Moses and 
Aaron. The arms of the State and the givers of 
the law may yield to the truths of the Gospel.' 

*Why should not Christian charity at once 
declare that a most important means of preaching 
the Gospel to the poor shall be no longer neglected? 
The eyes that now wander to and fro, criticising 
the bonnets or 'the faces around them, must be 
fixed on subjects of meditation more in keeping 
with the holy place where prayer is wont to be 
made. And the bright little eyes of our children 
that now too readily close with djsgust at the 
sight of a dreary cold expanse of plaster and 
yellow daub, must be riveted on Bible stories 
described by the "catechising painter."* It is 
getting late, Mr. Selwyn, and most likely I have 
been keeping you from your studies.' 

* Church Magazine. 
I 
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' I have been much interested in the evening's 
conversation, Mr. Watson.' 

^ I came on quite a diflFerent footing, Mr. 
Selwyn, which I shall be obliged to postpone to a 
future time.' 



CHAPTEE XXL 

Dr. McN ab had for a parishioner a very opulent 
gentleman, who had been ever ready with his 
purse and influence to forward every good work 
connected with the church of St. Andrew's. He 
generally spent three months of the year in 
London. On his last visit he had been induced 
by a friend to attend one of the churches where 
the services are of a hearty character; he was 
quite surprised at the difference between the 
services of his parish church and that which he 
had attended. The same prayers, indeed, were 
used, but somehow or other it was like another 
service. His friend and he were present at the 
celebration of the Holy Communion, and his con- 
fession to his friend afterwards was — ^that he 
thought he was near the gates of paradise. Again 
and again he accompanied his friend, and he 
began to understand that it was the real service 
of the Church he joined in, and that the services 
of his parish church were but cold imitations of 
it. Of course he missed the long dull sermoD, 
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but he heard a thrilling discourse, long enough 
to remember, and quite sufficient' for spiritual 
instruction. He found out that the Church did 
not attach that importance to preaching as to make 
it the chief part of the service : it had its proper 
place as a means of instruction. In this, as in 
several other things, it differed from the teaching 
at St. Andrew's. In the real sense Mr. White- 
head became a Church reformer ; not a reformer 
of the Prayer Book, but a reformer of the services 
which fell short of its teaching. 

When Mr. Whitehead returned to Lindford, he 
soon became acquainted with Mr. Harrison, and 
these matters were discussed. The latter had failed 
with the Doctor as to daily prayers, and they were 
considering themselves aggrieved parishioners. 
The Doctor and Mr. Harrison were dining with 
Mr. Whitehead, they were his only guests. There 
was something in store for the Doctor of which he 
was little aware. General topics were briefly 
discussed, but Mr. Harrison was longing to hear 
Mr. Whitehead begin the subject nearest his heart. 

* Doctor, our congregation is stationary,' said 
Mr. Whitehead ; ' I do wish I could see a few more 
of the poorer parishioners at church.' 

^ So do I,' replied the Doctor. 

* What can be the reason. Doctor, that our poor 
people in Lindford seem so alien to the Church ? ' 

' I am sure I cannot tell. Sir.' 

X2 
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* I have a faint guess,' replied Mr. Harrison ; 

* they are treated too much like paupers, and the 
services are so cold, dull, and long, that the poor 
people seek for a more lively service and a more 
hearty welcome.' 

* I am afraid. Doctor, this is but too true a 
guess ; we have too much of caste in our church. 
" We that are well to do in the world have our 
private boxes and reserved seats cushioned to 
perfection, and hassocked to repletion, and the 
poor had out to public contempt, exposed between 
the high lane of pews in pauper benches." 

' Now, gentlemen, you are going to be down 
on me. I attend to the poor as much as I can, 
in justice to my more important duties.' 

*Nay, nay. Doctor, that "more important," at 
all events, does not look well. Poor enough there 
are in our parish, though they are a scarce 
article in our church.' 

' Our Sunday school,' observed Mr. Whitehead, 

* numbers, I think, nearly fom* hundred ; year after 
year a number leave the school, I wonder where 
they go I not five in every hundred attend church.' 

' I should wonder if they did. Look at their 
position in the church ! perched up like a lot of 
crows at roost. When they leave school they 
think they are rather too young, and too inde- 
pendent, to be pauperised.' 

* I do not see how it can be altered, gentlemen.' 
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' But 1 do. Doctor ; and I have told you how.' 

* I am too old to make the attempt, Mr. 
Harrison; and I have a great objection to the 
system, which is a complete hobby among those 
who are attempting to Bomanise our Protestant 
Church.' 

^What! are free churches numbered among 
Romanising principles ? ' 

* I did not mean that exactly, Mr. Harrison, 
but nearly all the " Ritual " churches are free, and 
I am doubtful that one innovation would lead to 
another.' 

' Reformation, rather, Doctor,' said Mr. Harri- 
son. 

*I am afraid. Doctor,' said Mr. Whitehead, 
* you have put a " veto " on a request I was about 
to prefer.' 

^ Well, you know, I have a great regard for 
both of you ; and if it is anything which I can do, 
in accordance with my Protestant principles, I 
am sure I shall be glad to do it.' 

* Well, Doctor, we want more hearty services.' 
*I do not see how you can have them; the 

services are in accordance with all the Church 
services in the town.' 

^ Granted, Doctor ; but they are of too cold a 
nature.' 

* Do you want sensational services, Mr. White- 
head? If you do, I cannot grant them; they 
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such constant services which are found out by 
experience, and, when discovered, are dearly 
cherished. The daily Matins and Evensong in 
church are the true and real form of family wor- 
ship, for which the latter is but a very imperfect 
substitute.* Then, with regard to festivals. From 
the creation, man has been required to dedicate 
one day in seven to the worship of Almighty God. 
Under the old dispensation, the seventh day of 
the week, or Saturday; under the new, it is the 
first day of the week, or Sunday, called also the 
Lord's Day, because on that day Jesus Christ rose 
again from the dead and the Holy Ghost descended 
upon the Church. Besides this weekly festival, 
the Church of England has appointed certain 
days and seasons to be kept holy (see the Calen- 
dar in the Book of Common Prayer), that she may 
call ofif our minds from earthly things to the 
consideration of the great truths which concern 
our salvation. These days are of two kinds. 
Festivals, or days of joy, set apart either for the 
remembrance and contemplation of some great 
mystery of redemption, or in memory of some 
holy apostle, martyr, or saint, that we may glorify 
God in them and be stirred up to imitate their 
blessed examples. 

^ The vigils, fasts, and days of abstinence, are 
days of sorrow and humiliation, to prepare us for 

* Blunt) On the Prayer Book. 
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the due celebration of the festivals. The Advent 
fast is a preparation for Christmas; Lent for 
Easter ; the three Rogation days for the Ascension ; 
the Ember days for Trinity. Since the Saints ar- 
rived at their present happiness through temporal 
affliction, we, as we rejoice together with them in 
their eternal joys, so must we needs suffer with 
them, that, following their steps, we may arrive 
at their joys ; we meditate of Christ glorified in 
them, and as the memories of the Saints are 
precious to Grod, they certainly ought also to be 
precious to us. Then it is our duty on all those 
days to glorify God, heartily thanking Him for 
His graces in them, and for their patient persever- 
ance even unto death, whilst we try to imitate 
their glorious examples. I would say to you, my 
brethren, that the celebration of the Holy Eu- 
charist is the one act of public worship which our 
Lord Himself established, all other services were 
ordained of man. " The Book of Common Prayer 
requires the celebration of the Holy Eucharist on 
every Sunday and holyday, and has provided for 
a daily celebration, by ordering that the same 
Collect, Epistle, and Gospel which is appointed for 
the Sunday, shall be used all the week aft^r." * In 
the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist we receive 
the bread of life which nourishes the life of the 
soul, and, my brethren, woe be to me if I deprive 

* Brett. 
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you of that bread. I ask for your kind co-operation 
to carry out my Ordination vows, and most of all 
I ask your prayers.' 

It is not to be supposed that in a town like Lind- 
ford, where the Church — as to its distinctive teach- 
ing — was low and in a low place, all went smoothly. 
It would not be too much to say, that he suffered 
the most opposition through his clerical brethren. 
They attempted to preach him down. But no ; 
they could not. They incited the people to acts of 
a doubtful character ; but no, it would not all do. 
He made no changes without explaining the 
meaning of them. It had been customary to 
charge a fee for baptism; this he immediately 
altered. He explained to them that he was bound 
to administer the Sacraments free of any charge, 
for the gifts of the Holy Ghost were not to be 
bought with money. He altered the time of 
baptism, explaining to them the Rubric before 
Public Baptism. Here he found a difliculty on 
account of the rule being so long in abeyance. 
After some time he attempted to free his church, 
but not before Mr. Whitehead, Mr. Harrison, and 
he had visited every family in the parish, laid the 
matter before his people, and explained to them 
the reason. ' The object of our worship,' said he, 
' is revealed to us under the name Father, and 
not only *^ Father," but our Father. Assembled in 
that Father's house of prayer and praise, it follows, 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 141 

surely, that there, if anywhere, are we to be re- 
minded that all we are brethren. He who, with- 
out the church's walls, is a peer, and he who, 
without, is a farm labourer, within the church 
are brethren in Christ, sharers of one Faith, one 
Baptism, worshippers of one Grod and Father of 
all. In that Father's house, side by side actu- 
ally, this seems to me the beautiful ideal ; at any 
rate, side by side in equality, rich and poor are 
met together, and a foretaste seems given us of 
those better times of purity and perfection, when 
this adventitious clothing, that is not part of 
ourselves, this garb of conventionalities and arbi- 
trary distinctions, will be cast off, and men walk 
in naked dignity again.' Equality in God's sight, 
universal brotherhood ; this is the very atmosphere 
of Christian worship.* He found some who liked 
a pew to themselves and family. Another liked to 
know where he was to sit. These objections, and 
others of a similar character, were met in a spirit 
of love— explained away; and Mr. Price got his 
church free. But the ugly square boxes were in 
the way, and the good priest was poor, but Mr. 
Harrison and Mr. Whitehead were rich — they 
came to the rescue. They opened their purse-* 
strings, and gave liberally of their substance for 
so good a purpose. One friend offered a font, 
another a lectern. Then came forward a third 

# A Committee on Pews, 
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and offered a stone pulpit. A number of ladies 
laid their heads together, and threw in their 
hearts into the restoration of God's house, and 
Mr. Price thanked God and took courage. Sonne 
took umbrage and left the church, but to a man 
returned again; others poured out their com- 
plaints to the great Dr. McNab. Alarm was 
taken by this worthy son of Puritanism, and his 
colleagues, and a ' Protestant Association ' was 
formed to put down or annoy the * Eomanisers at 
St. James's.' The service was well advertised 
through the town by abusive bills freely pla- 
carded, and St. James's became the centre of at- 
traction. No high ritual was introduced, the 
simple rules of the Prayer Book were faithfully 
carried out ; but no vestments were worn except 
the plain surplice, hood, and stole. The altar 
was correctly vested, and the two candlesticks 
stood on the Holy table, and the cross of Calvary 
reared its head on the super altar. The ^ great 
Protestant guns ' considered all these things as 
* Jesuitical subtleties,' to draw men from the 
purity of the Gospel. 

The poor around St. James's were not slow in 
discerning that they were in reality cared for, and 
they flocked to God's holy temple — not to hear a 
cold negative Protestant sermon, but to worship 
God — to be instructed in the Catholic faith, dear 
to every true English Churchman. 
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Mr. Harrison and Mr. Whitehead had both 
given up their pews at St. Andrew's, yet they 
were parishioners. 

Mr. Harrison happened to meet with Dr. McNab 
at a friend's house, and the Doctor loudly com- 
plained of people leaving their parish church to 
attend sensational services at another church. 

* Doctor, you have yourself to blame for that.' 

* How, Mr. Harrison ? ' 

* Did we not ask — did we not beseech you to let 
us have more services, and of a dififerent type, at 
St Andrew's?' 

* You did,' replied the Doctor ; ^ but you could 
not think I was going out of the beaten tract 
which has most likely been trodden in ever since 
the church was built, to please a few dissatisfied 
persons who are running after a ** soul-destroying 
heresy.'" 

' Then, Doctor, do not blame us for leaving your 
church.' 

^ I am afraid, Mr. Harrison, you have sought a 
broken cistern, and left the pure spring of the 
Gospel.' 

*We have left muddled waters^ and found 
the clear spring of the Gospel of Christ, as re- 
vealed to us in the Church of England's own 
formularies.' 

* As revealed to you by the Pope and Popery, 
Mr. Harrison.' 
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^ So you say, and better Popery than infidelity, 
Doctor ; but I deny your charge.' 

* Can you truly say you are not Eomanising the 
poor deluded people around St. James's ?' 

* We are attempting to evangelise them. Will 
you. Doctor, allow me to ask what you are doing 
to the poor around St. Andrew's ? What, Doctor, 
has your experience of thirty years, in this parish, 
to show with respect to the poor around you? 
What has been the burden of the poor man's 
cry ever since your induction? I will answer 
for you. Doctor: — ^The Church has not shown 
that she welcomes them, or has anything specially 
for them. Protestantism — of the wholly nega- 
tive sort — pewism, and preacherism, may bring 
comfort to the well-to-do in the world, but here 
it ends.' 

' But how could I bring the poor to the church? 
The church was pewed when I came to it.' 

^ Yes, Doctor, granted ; but that does not exo- 
nerate you at all. Not long ago we asked you to 
unpew it ; to begin to do things in the right way, 
but you gave a rebuff to the request. The great 
" Puritan " party have had it all their own way 
here. What have they done for the poor ? Have 
you, Doctor, been in earnest ? If so, show us the 
fniit of your labour. What have our eleven o'clock 
preachings in our well-guarded pewed churches 
done for us ? Supposing the poor backward in 
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attending church, is that a reason why the clergy 
should hold aloof? Why, instead of pewing them 
out of church, did you not compel them to come 
in? Look at the mass of our poor people in 
Lindford, who are perishing for lack of knowledge. 
Now, St. James's services are drawing many of 
them to church, for we are making the church a 
home for them, and why should they not have one 
in their Father's house ? This, Doctor, is at least 
one feature of the Gospel of Christ. The Church 
was sent forth to conquer. It did conquer our 
heathen ancestors, by offering itself not merely 
as a teacher of truth, or things pretending to be 
truth, which anyone else might teach as well 
as it, but by oflFering itself as the kingdom of 
heaven upon earth ; the home of the weary, the 
refuge of the abandoned, and the security of the 
doubtful and erring. To enter it was safety and 
rest, to join in its public functions was a positive 
service due to God, arising out of the perpe- 
tual law of sacrifice, which it Alone taught in 
its fulness. This is what you deny. Doctor. 
What do you offer in its stead ? Sermons — 
cold table-prayers — have they evangelised your 
parish ? ' 

' Eeally, Mr. Harrison, you must be a Papist in 
disguise.' 

* Come to our church. Doctor, and we will give 
you a hearty welcome.' 

L 
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' I should as soon think of breaking every com- 
mandment in the Decalogue, Mr. Harrison.' 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



John Mellob was induced to go to St. James's. 
The key-note to the service was struck in the pro- 
cessional hymn ; he was struck with the hearty 
tone of the services, and he found it as unlike the 
services of St. Andrew's as possible. He joined 
in the same prayers, but they seemed to have 
some spirit and life in them. The congregational 
singing was quite different from the buzzing of 
an organ in a west gallery, with half-a-dozen 
professional singers. The Gregorian chants con- 
trasted favourably with the flowery English com- 
position of Jackson's Te Deum ; the hearty re- 
sponses ; the reverent behaviour ; the devotional 
feeling which seemed to pervade through the 
greater part of the congregation, and the earnest 
outspoken sermon, all told on the young man, and 
he asked himself, Is this the real and true service 
of the Church of England ? 

' I saw you at St. James's Church, yesterday ; 
how did you like the service ?' 

' I was much edified with it, and I think it far 
superior to St. Andrew's.' 

' Can you inform me, Mr. Harrison, which is 
the true service of the Church of England ?' 
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*That which comes nearest the orders of the 
Prayer Book. What do you think ? ' 

* I know very little about the Prayer Book.' 

* I am sorry to hear you say so, John.' 

' The Bible is my rule of faith, Mr. Harrison, 
not the Prayer Book.' 

* So it is mine, John ; and the Prayer Book the 
guide to its interpretation.' 

* I cannot accept that.' 

* Then what can you accept ; your own inter- 
pretation?' 

* Yes, guided by the Spirit.' 

*Then,' said Mr. Price, ^you believe in an im- 
mediate light and emotion of God's Spirit com- 
municated to you, or you believe the Bible 
according as it is understood by each particular 
reader or hearer of it.' 

*Well, John, suppose I allow your rule. 
How do you know the Bible is the Word of 
God?' 

* Very well. Sir. It has been handed down to 
us as such.' 

* But who has handed it down, John ?' 

*The Church, certainly,' said Mr. Harrison; 
* for we have no sufficient authority for asserting 
that the sacred volumes are the genuine compo- 
sitions of the holy personages, except the tradition 
and living voice of the Church.' 

*So, John, you are beholden to the Church,^ 

l2 



i4d who's who ; or 

both for knowing what is the Word of God, and 
likewise for its preservation.' 

*Now, Mr, Mellor,' said Mr. Pricje, ^suppose 
you look back five hundred years — printing was 
then unknown — how was the Bible preserved 
through the dark ages, as you call them ?' 

* By the providence of God,' replied John. 

^ I quite agree with you there. The Church 
preserved them.' 

* Not knowingly, I should think, Mr. Price.' 
*Yes, knowing the precious treasure. What 

will you think, John, when I tell you that the 
monks, whom you have learnt to despise, spent 
weary hours in transcribing the sacred records 
and multiplying the copies ? ' 

*But, Mr. Price, the Eoman Catholics would 
not allow the laity to read the Bible.' 

^ It was utterly impossible for the Bible to be in 
the hands of the common people. Think what 
time would be consumed in transcribing a single 
copy. The Word of God was preserved intact, 
which clearly proves the value attached to it in 
the middle ages.' 

* I never considered that, Mr. Price.' 

* Now let us go another step. The Bible thus 
acknowledged and preserved by the Church is the 
rule of faith ; do you think that our Lord would 
omit to appoint a recognised authority to decide 
on the unavoidable controversies growing out of 
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it ? It would indeed be strange if an Act of Par- 
liament, concerning taxes or enclosures, was left 
for everyone to interpret it as he pleases. It 
would be better to live without any law than to 
have laws which all men are left to interpret ac- 
cording to their several opinions and interests. 
Is the interpretation of the Bible of less impor- 
tance than laws in civil society? Leaving the 
method of determining religious questions by 
Scripture only, according to each individual's in- 
terpretation, has always produced, and always will, 
dissensions and errors. You need not go beyond 
Lindford to prove that ; your own experience will 
confirm it. Truth is one, while errors are num- 
berless. Now the Church says, Mr. Mellor, as 
you say, the Bible is our rule, but the Church is 
the authority, the guide to its interpretation. 
While we thank God for the Bible, let us also 
thank Grod for giving us help to the true inter- 
pretation of the Bible. This He does by the pre- 
sence and Spirit of Christ declaring to us, in the 
creeds of the Church universal, the meaning and 
interpretation of the great and fundamental truths 
of the Bible* For, as Archbishop Bramhall says, 
^* The Scriptures and the Creeds are not two dif- 
ferent rules of faith, but one and the same rule, 
dilated in Scripture, contracted in the creeds."'* 

* Three Plain Answers to the Question — ^Why are you a 
Member of the Church of England ? — ^Eev, T. ronton. 
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* If I may so speak/ said Mr. Harrison, * the 
Book of Common Prayer teaches us to carry out 
our belief in the creeds, and thus becomes the 
voice of the Church ; a sure foundation to rest 
upon. Instead of trusting to the feebleness of 
individual reason, we obey the command which 
our Lord gave when He said : " Hear the Church." 
We thus free ourselves from doubt. We lean 
upon the recorded wisdom and opinions of eigh- 
teen centuries, and feel if we are wrong the whole 
Church has been so through all her generations.' 

* But this is not in accordance with the teaching 
of Dr. McNab,' suggested John. 

* It may be so, my dear young man, but if the 
Doctor teaches contrary to this, he is unfaithful to 
the trust which was committed to him by the 
Church at his Ordination. Think over, and pray 
over, what you have heard to-day ; then I have 
good reason to believe you will before long again 
become a member of the Apostolic Church of 
England.' 

*I do believe, my kind friends,' said John, 
*that if what you have taught me to-day had 
been taught in the church of my native village, 
or at St. Andrew's, I should never have left the 
Church.' 

^The sheepfold is open, John, and the good 
Shepherd is ready to receive you with open arms, 
to embrace you and to rejoice over your return,' 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

While these changes were being carried on at 
Lindford, Peter Mellor was zealously preparing for 
the priesthood. The revival of Church principles 
in St. James's was soon communicated to him. 
Each day and every day, in private and public, 
the burden of his prayers was for the return of 
his brothers to the Church of their baptism. Oft as 
he joined in the oflTering of the holy sacrifice did 
he plead for them at God's holy altar. His faith 
was strong that ultimately his prayers would be 
answered. It was with no little pleasure that he 
heard that his younger brother was turning his 
face towards Jerusalem. If John had been in- 
clined to shake oflf the conversation he had with 
Mr. Price and Mr. Harrison, he could not. It had 
made a deep impression on his mind; and the 
more he thought the more was he convinced of 
the futility of his religious principles. Again 
and again he went to St. James's; the hearty 
services, so diflferent from those at St. Andrew's, 
and so unlike any religious services he had ever 
attended, drew him on, until he made up his 
mind to visit the good priest and open his heart 
to him. Soon he became a humble learner under 
a faithful teacher. 
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And now the beauties of the Catechism were 
apparent, and he wondered why he had not 
discerned them in his boyhood. Fully made 
acquainted with the blessings conferred upon him 
at his baptism, the blessed relation in which he 
stood to * God,' as His child, through being made 
a member of Christ, in his own appointed way, 
he began to appreciate the teaching of the Church. 
Indeed, John became an apt scholar at the feet of 
the priest of Grod. 

Mr. Price was not sorry that he had not been 
confirmed, because he knew that now his scholar 
would better understand the meaning of that 
sacred rite. 

There was soon established an early celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist at St. James's, and the 
people were learning, not only to value it, but to 
love it. They were encouraged to attend, if they did 
not communicate, to join in that service which the 
blessed Jesus Himself instituted, and worship their 
Lord's mystical presence in the Holy Sacrament. 

First occasionally, then regularly, John attended 
these services. Mr. Price explained the oflSces of 
the Prayer Book to him one by one. The young 
man was rather staggered when he taught him 
that private confession was a sacramental ordi- 
nance, which the Church not only recognises, but 
recommends. 

* Who can forgive sins,' was a natural question, 
* but God?' 
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* Christ is God, and He left that power to His 
Church.' 

* Christj as St. Paul testifies, has committed to 
the priesthood the ministry of reconciliation; 
but He has committed it to them only as His 
ambassadors.' 

*The authority is not absolute; it is limited. 
When the priest, as the ambassador of Christ, 
pronounces absolution on one who is truly peni- 
tent, then the penitent is pardoned, not through 
the irresponsible power of the priest, or because 
he wills the pardon of the penitent, but because 
he is acting as the ambassador of Christ, and is 
speaking in His name. If, on the other hand, 
the person comes to the priest in hypocrisy, is not 
truly penitent, does not purpose the abandoning 
of his sins, or in any other way fails to fulfil the 
conditions of his pardon, then that sentence of 
absolution is not ratified by Christ; and the 
hypocrite, so far from being benefited by that 
absolution, has only incurred fresh and greater 
guilt by this sacrilegious act.' 

'I think I understand you, Mr. Price. The 
priests act in Christ's name, but they act only as 
His agents.' 

* Certainly, John ; they carry pardon to the 
penitent, because Christ is not, in His own person, 
visibly present to pronounce absolution. You 
have been taught, I know, to rely wholly and 
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entirely on your own internal feelings ; you were 
not to go out of yourself for pardon and grace. 
From the beginning to the end of the operation it is 
something worked out in the mind and conscious- 
ness of the sinner. Going to Christ, and such- 
like phrases, mean neither more nor less than 
entire and implicit reliance is to be placed by the 
penitent on his own private feelings and the con- 
victions of his own mind. How different, John, 
the teaching of the Prayer Book, " Let him come 
to me, or to some other learned minister of God's 
Word, and open his grief, that by the ministry of 
God's Holy Word he may receive the benefit of 
absolution." Here the penitent is taught not to 
trust his own feelings and mental convictions, for 
they may deceive him. Now, my dear young 
friend, have you not often heard from the pulpit 
the preacher declare remission of sins to all true 
penitents ? ' 

* Yes, I have.' 

* Then the preacher professes to remit sin by 
preaching, and the priest of the Church claims to 
do so in the appointed sacrament of absolution. 
Is it not in both cases equally the human mi- 
nistry that is the instrument ? The one proclaims 
pardon from the pulpit, the other, in the confes- 
sional. If you read over carefully the first Ex- 
hortation in the Communion Service, the OflSce 
for the Visitation of the Sick, and the Ordinal of 
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Priests^ and take them in their grammatical and 
common-sense meaning, I think your scruples 
will be removed ; and you will understand that 
private confession is an ordinance of the Churchy 
and that through it souls are drawn near to 
God.'* 

Mr, Price had another convert in a young 
woman who had been staying with a relative. 
Mr. Price had been called upon to visit a sick 
member of the family, and she was usually the 
nurse of the invalid. The priest noticed with 
what eagerness she seemed to listen to what fell 
from his lips. She was very young, and seldom 
spoke beyond the shortest observations. Mr. 
Price learned from the relative that this young 
person was an only daughter of a very respect- 
able family. She had been educated as a Dissen- 
ter, but. had occasionally attended St. James's, 
and had been deeply impressed with the services. 
Ignorant of everything belonging to the Church, 
except what she had heard spoken against it, 
the earnest teaching of the good priest, both at 
church and by the sick bed, fell strangely on the 
ear accustomed only to a negative teaching, or, at 
most, to a muddled divinity. After some time 
Mr. Price furnished Miss Newton with some 
books of instruction and devotion, and with 
wonderful avidity she grasped the sacramental 

* Chiefly from Tracts for the Day, 
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teaching of the Prayer Book, and almost un- 
consciously became an ardent churchwoman. 

This young person and John Mellor were, 
during the summer, prepared for confirmation; 
for she had refused to give Up her newly-formed 
principles, though her father had imperatively 
desired it. She was conditionally baptised, and 
with a simple, earnest faith, looked forward to 
the time when she would enjoy all the privileges 
of the Church. 

Mr. Price had fully instructed them as to the 
nature of confirmation, and the benefits resulting 
from it. * In baptism,' said he, as a holy Bishop 
says, ^you were bom again spiritually to live. 
In confirmation, you are made bold to fight In 
baptism, you receive remission of sin. In confir- 
mation, you receive increase of grace. In baptism, 
the Spirit of God gave you a spiritual existence. 
In confirmation, the same Spirit defends you in 
your dangerous conflict. In baptism, you were 
chosen to be God's children and inheritors of 
the heavenly kingdom. In confirmation, God 
gives you His Holy Spirit to be your mentor, to 
instruct you and perfect yoii. In baptism, you 
were washed and made clean. In confirmation, 
nourished and made strong. In baptism you were 
called and chosen to be God's soldiers, and had 
the white coat of innocency delivered unto you 
and also His badge — ^the cross, the instrument of 
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His passion marked on your foreheads. In con* 
firmation, you are encouraged to fight and take 
the armour of God put upon you, which is able 
to bear off the fiery darts of the devil, and to 
defend you from all harm, if you will use them 
in the battle, and not put yourselves in danger of 
your enemies by entering the field without them.' 
Such was the instruction Mr. Price gave to his 
converts. Would that every parish priest in Eng- 
land followed his example ! 



CHAPTEE XXVI. 



The week-day and Sunday-schools of St. 
Clement's, Bramfield, were nurseries for the 
Church. Mr. Selwyn did not shrink from teaching 
the truth to the lambs of Christ's flock. He acted 
upon his promise, solemnly made at the altar of 
God : * Will you be ready with all faithful dili- 
gence to banish and drive away all erroneous and 
strange doctrines contrary to " God's Word," and 
to use both public and private monitions and 
exhortations . . . within your cures as need shall 
require and occasion shall serve ?' * This question,' 
remarked the good priest to Mr. Watson, was put 
to me at my Ordination, and I answered it thus, 
" I will ; the Lord being my helper." Now, Mr. 
Watson, how can I suffer a number of children, 
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who have been bom again in baptism, to be edu- 
cated as heathens, and taught, not that they are 
Christians, b\it that they must become Chris- 
tians ? ' 

*I believe, Mr. Selwyn, this is the rock on 
which we have foundered/ 

* Most undoubtedly it is 1 " Christian education 
is the education of a baptised souL" Now, Mr. 
Watson, it is not too much to say that but very 
few teachers give this prominence to baptism in 
the education of children. The children tell us 
that they were made in their baptism " members 
of Christ, children of Grod, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven;" and likewise they thank 
Grod for calling them to this state of salvation. 
Yet they are educated as if we did not believe a 
word of this. They are brought up as if they 
were to be one day Christians, not as if they 
were so already. The Church, when she educates 
her children in the Catechism, is ever teaching 
them to look back ; we, on the contrary, are always 
making them look forward. She gives them great 
thoughts, and tries to make them careful, zealous, 
and obedient, because they are Christians. We 
educate their minds, and inform them with high 
principle of actions, because they may be Chris- 
tians. With the Church, baptism is a power — ^a 
foundation on which to rear a superstructure ; we 
have made it a theory and a notion.' 
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'There is nothing dim or vague,' said Mr. 
Harrison, * in the instruction which the Catechism 
imparts. All is plain and practical.' 

* Yes,' replied Mr. Selwyn, ' while the doubts 
and questionings of controversy are shunned, 
everything is inculcated which is necessary to 
inform the mind and regulate the life by the rules 
of holiness. Were we faithful to the trust — ^were 
we to build on this solid and sure foundation — our 
children would go forth into the world instructed 
in the truth, armed against error, and prepared 
to repel the insidious suggestions of those who 
would seduce them from the right way. I am 
persuaded, Mr. Harrison, we may try whatever 
system we please, if this foundation be wanting our 
labours will, comparatively speaking, be vain.' 

' I cannot see,' said Mr. Harrison, * what need 
we have to talk of conscience-clauses, secular 
teaching, and the like ; the Church has a solemn 
duty to perform, and that is, to teach and inculcate 
the principles of the Book of Common Prayer 
into the mind of every child committed to her 
care. To teach diflferent creeds in our Church 
schools, if it be not more, is a tacit acknowledg- 
ment that a hundred diflFerent sects of religion 
are as much in the right as the Church, and 
calculated to engender doubts in the youthful 
mind, and perhaps lay a foundation of infidel 
principles. An intelligent heathen is reported to 
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have said to a missionary, '^ Why do so many 
different sorts of Christians come to teach us the 
Christian religion ? Would it not be well if you 
agreed at home as to the true meaning of your 
law-book, before you come to teach us out of 
that book ? " And who can say that this is not 
common sense? We may spend thousands of 
pounds on Bibles, and tens of thousands on send- 
ing missionaries ; but the success we look for will 
not follow until we first teach the heathen definite 
religious principles ; teach them as St. Augustine 
taught our heathen ancestors; then may we ex- 
pect thousands to be born in a day, multitudes 
added to the Church. And until we really adopt 
the distinct definite teaching which the Church 
has provided for our youth, educate them simply 
as baptised children, instruct them that things are 
right or wrong, in proportion as they afifect the 
baptismal vow ; teach them that sins are con- 
sidered more or less heinous as they are supposed 
to stain baptismal innocency; until we make 
baptism to them all in all ; because it was 
there they found the cross of Christ set up — 
we shall fail in our endeavours to educate our 
youth.' 

A short service was provided for the Sunday 
scholars in the school-room. Pious pictures were 
hung on the school walls ; the centre picture — the 
crucifixion— on the principle that as children 
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can better understand geography by maps, so 
they can better understand the reUgion of Christ, 
and what He suffered for the sins of the world, by 
pictures than by oral teaching. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Selwyn catechised them 
in church, and on every first Sunday in the 
month they attended the celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist. 

Mr. Selwyn, it is true, had a band of noble 
teachers, who were anxious to promote the spiritual 
welfare of the children who were committed to 
their charge. Absentees were punctually visited 
by the teacher, proving to the parents there was 
an interest taken in their children, and complaints 
from the parents were of very rare occurrence. 
Inquiry after an absentee gave the visitor an 
opportunity of inviting the parents to the church, 
and to hear of any objection to the conducting 
of the service, leading to an explanation. One 
poor man asked why the priest turned his back on 
the congregation, — and thought it very wrong; 
but when he understood the cause — that the 
priest did not pray to the people but for them 
— he saw at once the reasonableness of the 
act 

* We are reaping the fruits of the seed which 
our forefathers sowed,' Mr. Watson said to Mr. 
Selwyn. 

'Yes; and I hope the next generation will 
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reap a plentiful harvest from the seed we are 
sowing in St. Clement's parish.' 

* I think our brotherhood is a step in the right 
direction, Mr. Selwyn.' 

* So do I. It will give us a better chance of 
keeping in view the welfare of our youths after 
they leave school. We wish to keep them 
attached to the Church, and guard them when 
they leave school from the corrupting influence 
and heresies of the times ; and likewise encourage 
them to cleave to each other, act with strict 
propriety of conduct, in a firm adherence to the 
rules and teaching of the Church of England, and 
in maintaining a proper observance of the offices 
and seasons of the Church. I sincerely hope that 
our plans as they are carried out will meet with 
success. Our reading-room and library are in a 
prosperous condition. Our classes for religious 
instruction are well attended; and we have 
succeeded in obtaining employment for several 
young men. Dissenters are wise enough to give 
their young members employment, so must we. 
lender the direction of the parish priest they 
might be employed in pious and charitable works.' 

Such were the means used by Mr. Selwyn and 
his noble band of helpers to bring the wandering 
into the fold, and to retain them in it. 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 163 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

It was the Long Vacation, and Peter Mellor was 
paying a visit to his friends at Bramfield. He 
had already been at Lindford, and rejoiced at the 
precious fruits which were growing out of the 
revival of Church principles in St. James's parish. 
His brother had received the holy rite of con- 
firmation, and was throwing in all his energies 
into the cause of Catholic principles. James was 
yet a Roman Catholic, but Peter did not despair 
of his return to the English Church. Nancy 
Nutter had been failing in her health for several 
months ; and her illness had assumed a dangerous 
aspect some time before. 

Peter was not long in paying her a visit ; he 
found her suflFering violent pain, but with Christian 
resignation. The late years of her life had been 
an example of piety and devotion ; her last end 
was an example of patient suffering. How glad 
she was to see Peter every feature expressed, and 
her first words to him were, — 

* Though I shall not live to see you a priest, my 
spirit will rejoice when you take upon you the 
vows of the Lord's messenger.' 

* I am afraid you are a great sufferer, Nancy.' 

* I have very much pain at times ; but I look 
to the sufferings of my Lord and Master, Look 
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at that crucifix, Mr. Peter ; some people say it is 
superstition. Now, that crucifix has been the 
means of enabling me to bear with greater patience 
the bodily pains which God Almighty has been 
pleased to put upon me. Very often when my 
proud spirit rebels, the representation of my 
Saviour's sufferings for me subdues that rebellion, 
and a prayer takes the place of a complaint. 
Better, Mr. Peter, can I bear my pains, with the 
image of my crucified Jesus before me. My 
sufferings become less while I look at the nails 
which pierced His sacred body. My sense of sin 
becomes stronger, when I look upon Him who 
'* bore my sins in His own body on the tree." ' 

* Every cross becomes light, Nancy, when we 
contemplate the Saviour's sufferings ; pain be- 
comes ease, when we think of the pain the Blessed 
Saviour endured ; and if we are told to bear the 
cross in our mind's eye, surely there can be no 
wrong in having it before our bodily vision.' 

' When you are a " priest," Mr. Peter, tell them 
of the experience of Nancy Nutter.' 

Poor Nancy was never weary of speaking of 
suchlike things. The kindness of her priest, and 
her friends, had rendered her illness free from 
carcF in pecuniary matters, and she was now wait- 
ing the summons from the Church militant to the 
Church triumphant. 

' Let no emblems of sorrow be about my re- 
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mains, Mr, Selwyn,' said she, ' when I am carried 
to my last resting-place. Sing lustily when you 
deposit my body in its native earth. Let not the 
Church express her hope while all around speak 
of sorrow. Is it not a great blessing, Mr. Selwyn, 
that I can realise that article of the creed — the 
Communion of Saints? Place on my coffin the 
emblem of my crucified Jesus, it is the most 
fitting ornament for a Christian who dies in the 
faith of Christ.' 

At diflferent times these requests were made. 
Each day, and every day, she was sure of a visit 
from her priest, or his representative. Her last 
confession was made, for the last time she received 
the Absolution of the Church, and received with 
Peter the Holy Communion as her ' viaticum,' * 
and in the words of Bishop Ken, which she no 
doubt remembered, said, * I die in the Holy and 
Apostolic Faith, professed by the whole Church 
before the disunion of East and West ; more par- 
ticularly, I die in the communion of the Church 
of England, as it stands distinguished from all 
Papal and Puritan innovations, and as it adheres 
to the doctrine of the Cross.' 

Within twenty-four hours after this, with the 
sacred emblem of man's redemption clasped to 
her breast, and while the priest was repeating the 
commendatory prayer, she fell asleep in Jesus, 

* Provision for a journey. 
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Her request as to her funeral was faithfully car- 
ried out. A full choir, among whom was Peter, 
chanted the funeral office. There was a celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion, and after the close 
of the service the choir struck up * Jerusalem the 
Golden.' 

* Nancy Nutter was what I call a wonder,' said 
Mr. Monson to Mr. Selwyn. 

* She was, indeed ; from the very first she seemed 
to grasp Catholic truth, and as it became more 
fully developed in her character it might with truth 
be said that she taught it in her everyday life.' 

^ She must have read a great deal.' 

^ Yes, Mr. Monson, and she not only read, but 
she was determined to understand what she did 
read. She frequently put questions to me that 
took me some time to answer.' 

' I believe she was the instrument of much good 
in the parish,' said Mr. Monson. 

* She preached Christ wherever she went. She 
obtruded her opinions on no one, yet she seemed 
to convince every one she came in conversation 
with. I believe there is no part of the Prayer 
Book she did not know, and she could bring 
Scripture proofs to back its sacramental teaching 
which often astonished me.' 

* She was not like some of our clergy, then,' 
replied Mr, Monson, * who dispense with parts of 
it, and explain others away.' 
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^No; I should have much enjoyed a conversa- 
tion between her and the great and good Dr. 
McNab; she would not perhaps have silenced 
him, but she would have shown herself the better 
divine.' 

* When in health, her place in the church was 
never vacant ; she is one of your trophies, Mr. 
Selwyn. Both children and adults will long bless 
her memory. There is no knowing what good 
she did in spreading Church principles, and, 
what is greatly to be admired, she did not go 
out of her sphere to do it. A simple cross 
points out her resting-place, erected by a few of 
her friends.' 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 



In two years from the date of our last chapter 
Peter was in deacon's orders, and oflBciating as an 
assistant curate to Mr. Price. At St. James's, Lind- 
ford, Puritan intolerance, from whatever quarter 
it emanated, was not able to check the spread of 
Catholic truth. Mr. Price, it is true, had before 
him hideous depravity, and a mass of his people 
without religion, which all his eflForts could not 
reach. Mr. Whitehead, Mr. Harrison, and a few 
others, enabled him to open a mission in a poor 
part of the parish; ^nd at this place, battling 
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against sin in its most hideous features, did Peter 
spend his diaconate. From early morning to late 
evening was he on his mission of mercy. No ob- 
stacle was too great for him to try and remove. 
He was fulfilling his Lord and Master's com- 
mand ' to go into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in.' Fearlessly he delivered 
his message of Salvation. He was not ashamed of 
doing things in the right way. He did not slumber 
at his post. He knew that the half Gospel would 
not suflBce ; * the whole Gospel,' said he, * must be 
preached to the poor.' He was earnest in his ex- 
hortations to repentance and faith. 

It was not to be expected that a population 
like that among which he laboured — so sunk in sin 
— could at once be converted to the faith, but he 
toiled on with his companion priest. The services 
at the Mission Chapel were a celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist thrice a week. Matins and Even- 
song daily. Litany on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
sermons on Wednesday and Friday evenings. On 
Sundays there was a celebration at 8 A.M. Morn- 
ing Prayer, Litany, and sermon at half-past 10, 
services for the schools at 3 p.m., Bible classes for 
those who wished to attend. 

There were no outpourings of the Holy Ghost, 
as on the day of Pentecost, but one and another 
were brought within the fold. Men, women, and 
children there were who, sunk in vice, were 
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rescued from the lowest depths of woe, sat clothed 
and in their right minds, listening to the sweet 
voice of mercy and salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Catholic truth is a mighty lever, the sacramental 
teaching of the Prayer Book is a weighty load- 
stone, which negative teaching cannot withstand. 
In the midst of all this toil and labour for the sal- 
vation of souls, dignitaries not only looked coldly 
on, but persecuted Mr. Price and his curates. With 
placid looks they could pass by crime and misery, 
leave the wretched poor for Dissenters to look 
after; but so soon as devoted priests began to 
teach what the Church has ever taught, and to 
carry out her principles, then a cry was raised 
that they were ' emissaries of Eome.' They might 
at their pleasure leave their people from Sunday 
to Sunday, open their churches for preachings 
and cheerless offices, to a congregation who rented 
pews to hear them, and. leave them for the rest of 
the week to the damp and mildew. Yet, for- 
sooth, they think suchlike are the true sons of the 
Church of England. Tolerant they are to every 
heresy, and to every act of disobedience, if it be 
but in the direction of propagating Protestantism. 
Now, who are the true sons of the Church ? They 
who are ignoring the greater part of the Prayer 
Book ? or they who, in the midst of persecution, 
are maintaining the Catholicity of the English 
Church, and distinctively teaching the ' one faith 
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once delivered to the saints,' which can satisfy the 
earnest-minded searcher after truth ? The mud- 
dled waters of a negative faith, which holds to 
one faith to-day and, may be, discards it to-morrow, 
or the one faith taught by the Apostles, and which 
has been held in the Church at all times and by 
all orthodox Christians. Let common sense judge 
which is the teaching of England's Church. 

Though Peter's path was rugged, it was a salu- 
tary preparation for the priesthood. Every week 
he felt his feet firmer fixed upon the ^ Eock,' 
every disappointment taught a lesson of patience, 
every failure a lesson of humility. No pleasant 
Eectory floated before his mental vision. The 
eternal welfare of his fellow-men rose above the 
thoughts of comfort and ease. He had set his 
hand to the plough, and he did not mean to leave 
the cultivation of the hearts of his poor brethren 
who were perishing around him for the lack of 
knowledge. He sought the priesthood, the most 
noble position a man can hold. He sought it not 
as a profession ; it was his vocation. He sought 
it, not for the honour it would confer, but for the 
good he might do to perishing sinners around. 
His object was noble, but no more noble than the 
Church looks for, than she demands, from every 
one who seeks the holy ofiice. * Do you think in 
your heart that you be truly called, according to 
the will of our Lord Jesus Christ ... to the 
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order and ministry of priesthood ? ' is the solemn 
and most awful question put to every candidate 
for priesthood. As a deacon he had received no 
separate authority to perform any spiritual func- 
lion except baptism and preaching. He was 
merely the assistant of the priest to carry out his 
functions. He could not consecrate; he could 
not absolve ; he could not give the blessing. He 
looked forward to the time when he would receive 
the Holy Ghost, to perform all the functions of 
the ministry, except those which are reserved for 
the highest order. A fortnight before he took the 
order of priesthood he retired from all duty, and 
spent the time in fasting and prayer. 

The day previous to his journey to the Cathe- 
dral city, Mr. Price, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. 
Whitehead called upon the young deacon, to wish 
him well through his examination, and the con- 
versation naturally turned on the position he 
hoped soon to attain. 

^ Although the Bishop may ignore his own acts, 
I think you will not ignore them,' said Mr. Price. 

* God forbid I Did I not believe the Church's 
ordinal as I believe any other language, did I 
think there was any ambiguity in the meaning 
of the service, I should shrink from the office. 
There is no doubt as to the power and authority 
of the Bishop ; I have no doubt as to the language 
by which he conveys that power. Words repre- 
sent things, and the error, is most dangerous 
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which denies the power of words while we use 
their form. I shall claim from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through His Apostles and their successors, 
all the authority and power conveyed by the ordi- 
nal taken in its literal and grammatical sense.' 

* Your commission as a priest in the Church of 
God will be to oflfer the Holy Sacrifice, to minister 
the Sacraments, and to reconcile sinners to God, 
as His ambassador.' 

*I do not think,' said Mr. Whitehead, ^that 
any language can be used which can convey a 
clearer view of the powers of the priesthood than 
that used in the ordinal, *' Receive the Holy 
Ghost for the office and work of a priest in the 
Church of God, now committed unto thee by the 
imposition of our hands. Whose sins thou dost 
forgive, they are forgiven; and whose sins thou 
dost retain, they are retained. And be thou a 
faithful dispenser of the Word of God, and of His 
holy Sacraments."' ' 

* Nothing, Mr. Whitehead, shall induce me to 
be a party to a living lie. No one shall hinder 
me from exercising the powers with which I have 
been invested.' 

* I wonder what Dr. McNab would say to you, 
if he heard you speak thus,' said Mr. Harrison. 

* He would most likely send me to Borne, or 
Jericho, or I do not know where.' 

* He would certainly say you are no true son of 
the Church,' said Mr. Whitehead. 
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'Then I should try and bring him to the 
proof,' said Peter. 

'And who would judge between you?' asked 
Mr. Price ; * not the Doctor's conscience, I hope.' 

' No, Mr. Price, I should ask no other proof 
than the Prayer Book.' 

' But then,' said Mr. Harrison, ' he would want 
Bible proofs.' 

*Well, he should have them, Mr. Harrison; 
but not his private interpretation of them, nor 
Luther's, nor Calvin's ; he should have the inter- 
pretation of the Church Catholic at all times.' 

* Oh, oh I you little know the Doctor. He 
would soon pitch that overboard, and the Prayer 
Book too.' 

* The Puritan party in the Church, to use the 
Prayer Book's language, '* have an anvil of their 
own, and nothing is right but what is formed 
thereon." ' 

' As for the Prayer Book,' remarked Mr. White- 
head, ' we cannot expect he would listen to any 
arguments founded on its teaching ; for he mysti- 
fies one part, ignores another, and disbelieves a 
third.' 

* And yet,' Mr. Price said, * it is the voice of 
the Church ; and he has vowed, at the most 
solemn moment of his life, to obey it.' 

' Yes,' said Mr. Harrison, 'but it is only accord- 
ing to his Puritan principles — " private interpre- 
tation," you know.' 
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*My kind friends,' said Mr. Mellor, ' as a true 
son of the English Church, I not only believe what 
she says, but I am ready to obey her commands.' 

* Without twisting and turning them to your 
own opinions,' said Mr. Harrison. 

* But you must receive them as custom has in- 
terpreted them for the last three hundred years,' 
said Mr. Whitehead. 

' Then they are half explained away,' said Mr. 
Price. 

* No ; I think that would be not quite honest. 
I must receive them as the Church gives them, 
not as custom has made them. The law, before 
the custom. If a bad custom has prevailed, it 
is time it was got rid of; if custom has ignored 
the teaching of the Church, it is our duty to 
return to our allegiance, to cut away and reject 
abuses, even though they have custom in their 
favour.' 

*God speed you well,' said Peter's three 
friends ; * we all hope to witness your first celebra- 
tion of the Holy Eucharist, and we hope you will 
remember us at it.' 

* I cannot promise you that, my friends ; I have 
a particular object to remember the first time I 
celebrate the holy mysteries.' 
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CHAPTEE XXIX. 

At the same time that Peter Mellor was on his 
way to the Bishop's Palace, John was journeying 
to Aldfield, to pay a visit to his mother. He 
was the conveyer of weighty news from his eldest 
brother. 

Overjoyed was Mrs. Mellor to see her youngest 
child. She, too, had good news to communicate, 
which had only reached her on the day of her 
son's arrival. The party with whom her money 
had been lodged, and who had failed — as we 
acquainted the reader at the beginning of this 
our history — had again prospered in the world ; 
and, tv^ith an Englishman's heart, had informed 
the widow that he was prepared to refund the 
money, with the accumulated interest. 

*Well, mother, I am commissioned by Peter to 
say that he expects you to leave your home at 
Aldfield and go to live with him.' 

* But it may not be a permanent home, John ; 
Peter, perhaps, will be getting a wife.' 

*No, mother; he bids me tell you that he 
will have no wife but the Church, and his 
mother to assist him to visit the poor. Mother, 
dear, you have one son who is in a fidr way 
to be a saint.' 

' Well, John, I am very thankful for it. Your 
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brother informed me you had returned to the 
Church.' 

*Yes, mother; I have been blown away by 
every wind of doctrine, but I have at last found 
a firm footing on the rock. It would make you 
leap for joy to see the earnestness of my brother. 
I am afraid he will injure his health by too 
much labour ; but you can take care of him better 
than anyone else. How are you going on at Aid- 
field Church ? ' 

' In the old way, John. We have the old rector 

yet.' 

* Are your services of the old type ? ' 

* About the same as when you were a boy. 
We have a contest going on respecting a 
church-rate. The vestry refused to grant one, 
and a poll was demanded; it takes place on 
Thursday.' 

*I hope you will vote on the right side, 
mother.' 

^ Yes, John, I shall vote for the rate, though I 
have been asked to vote against it, and even 
been threatened if I do not.' 

* Well, mother, even if you had not been going 
to leave, your principles would have led you to 
disregard the threats. But here comes Mr. Bull, 
the churchwarden.' 

Mr. Bull was a respectable man, in independent 
circumstances, and was really a Church and Queen 
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man. He viewed the Church in its aspect of 
belonging to the State — a parliamentary Church 
—and perhaps it would have been difficult to 
convince him that the Church of England would 
be the Church, if severed from the State. He 
supported the Church because it was the estab- 
lishment, without any reference to other claims. 

'Mr. Mellor,' said he, *you have come at a 
right time. I hope you will assist us all you can to 
uphold the principles of the Established Church.' 

* Certainly, Mr. Bull, I will render you all the 
aid I can, but perhaps not exactly with the same 
motive that you do. They wish, Mr. Mellor, to 
sever Churoh and State, and I know you do not 
agree with that.' 

* No, Mr. Bull, I do not, though I believe its 
connection with the State has its disadvantages 
as well as its advantages ; but we will not argue 
on that point. I believe, Mr. Bull, church-rates 
are the Church's rights, as much so as your rents 
of the houses you possess are yours ; and the noise 
and clamour made against church-rates are made 
on a wrong principle.' 

' That's right, Mr. Mellor ; I hear you are a 
staunch supporter of Church and State.' 

' I am sorry to say, Mr. Bull, the Church has 
not clean hands in the matter, I am afraid her 
rulers have helped on the present state of things.' 

' How, Mr. Mellor ? ' 

n 
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' Well, in this way : The Church is the church 
of the nation. Aldfield church is the church of 
the parish. And you know, Mr. Bull, as well 
as I do, that Aldfield church is not open, as 
regards sittings, to the whole parish. I grant 
you all the parish possess certain privileges in 
connection with the church, which certainly would 
restrain any thinking man from opposing a rate 
for the support of the church, but all have not 
the freedom which the law claims for them, a 
separate and an equal right of a sitting in the 
church. The body of the parish church, says 
the law, belongs of common right to all the 
parishioners alike. Now, Mr. Bull, is this law 
carried out in your parish church ? ' 

* No,' replied Mr. Bull, * there would not be 
room for them all.' 

*That does not at all afifect the argument. 
Every parishioner has a right to a place so long 
as there is a vacant sitting in the church. No 
one, Mr. Bull, can lay a permanent claim either' 
to any sitting or any pew. Now, I argue if this 
law had been carried out^ we should not have 
heard so much against church-rates. Bad as 
human nature is, I think if our people understood 
their right, and had that right acceded to them, 
they would not have objected as they do to a 
church-rate. But it is not on the above principle 
alone that church-rates are justly the right of the 



THE THREE BROTHEKS. 179 

Church. Do you not, Mr. Bull, let at least some 
of your houses subject to this rate ? ' 
' Yes, I do, Mr. Mellor.' 

* Then suppose there were no chm-ch-rates.' 

* Well, I should lay it on in the rent.* 

*0n that principle, Mr. Bull, I support the 
rate.' 

' The people cry out against it as an impost 
for which they would be bettered if it was re- 
pealed.' 

' No such thing ; the landlord would be the only 
party who would reap any pecuniary advantage. 
I think, Mr. Bull, on whatever pretext we oppose 
a church-rate, so far as the reparation of the 
structure goes, we pay but a poor compliment 
to the piety of our forefathers, whose liberality 
reared our noble old churches, not alone for them- 
selves but likewise for posterity. What English- 
man, free from prejudice, would grudge a few 
shillings every year for the repair of his parish 
church, with so many assodationa connected 
with it ? Were our parish churches suffered to 
fall into ruins, we might say, with a Holy Abbot 
to a proud Earl, their ruins would fall above 
our own ancestors.' 

* I can see no hardship in paying church-rates,' 
said Mr. Bull. * The parishioners have the power 
of imposing the rate or of refusing it. Nothing 
can be fairer.' 

N 2 
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* No, Mr. Bull, and I do believe two principles 
alone have moved our legislators to agitate the 
country for the abolition of this rate. Political 
intrigue in some, in others a wish to get in the 
thin edge of the wedge and abrogate church-rates^ 
receiving it as a first instalment towards depriv- 
ing the Church of all her endowments.' 

*I think,' replied Mr. Bull, 'they intend to 
make a trial on Church property in Ireland.' 

*Yes, our would-be patriots are speaking 
strongly on the point, and will act too, if per- 
mitted.' 

* I hope that will never be.' 

' I do not know that, Mr. Bull. That the pro- 
perty of the Church of Ireland is in the hands of 
its legitimate guardians, cannot be disputed with 
any show of reason. The Church of Ireland now 
is the same Church she was when those endow- 
ments were made, and her Bishops are the true 
and only successors of the Holy St. Patrick ; this 
is an historical fact. But, alas ! she has not done 
her duty to her people. She has taught a nega- 
tive faith. She has preached up cold Protestantism, 
instead of Catholic verities. She has scorned the 
only power which could bring the people within 
her pale. Sacraments and the Sacramental teach- 
ing of the Prayer Book have been lightly esteemed. 
Labourers have been in the Lord's vineyard, but 
they have not done the Lord's work. The Church 
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as an establishment has been held up to view, 
but not as a true branch of the Church Catholic. 
She has even repudiated the title ; she has taught 
what the Church is not, and neglected to teach 
what she is. In fine, she has been ashamed, or 
has not believed in her own cognomen. For this 
her candlestick may be removed out of its place. 
God may suffer her to be plundered of her tem- 
poralities, that she may be refined in the furnace 
of affliction, and, in her lack of temporal riches, 
grasp her true position, and evangelise by her 
Catholic teaching the waste places of Ireland.'* 

* I trust, however,' said Mr. Bull, ' God will in 
His mercy avert such a catastrophe.' 

* It behoves us, Mr, Bull, to set our own house 
in order, to carry the teaching of the Church to 
every house in England, to n^lect nothing which 
is calculated to draw the poor of the land within 
her pale. The Church in England has long been 
slumbering at her post ; I trust, however, she is 
shaking the dust from her feet ; putting on her 
armour and doing battle with sin and unbelief, 
in all its phases, and that ere long the distinctive 
teaching of the Prayer Book will be known and 
appreciated in every parish in England. I shall 
be ready, Mr. Bull, to do you all the service I 
can to-morrow.' 

* This was written before Mb. Gladstone brought forward his 
BesolutioDS for the Disestablishment &c. of the Chureh in Ireland. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

You are the last person I should have suspected 
of going to the Eitualistic church of St. James,' 
said the great Doctor McNab to Mrs. Malcolm. 
' I thought as much. Doctor, at one time.' 
*I suppose your master has had a hand in it?' 

* No, Doctor, he had not, any more than once 
giving me an invitation.' 

* Then what has made you leave St. Andrew's ?' 
' Why, to tell you the truth, you had a great 

deal more to do with it than any other person.' 

* I have, Mrs. Malcolm ? I never said a word 
to you about going. God forbid I should I ' 

* But you have said plenty about St. James's. 
And I thought I would just go once, to see all 
the ** papistry," as you call it.' 

^ And the images, and chanting, and bowing, 
and scraping have enchanted you, Mrs. Mellor.' 

' Nothing of the sort. Doctor ; I must say I 
liked their Papist ways from the first time I 
went.' 

* It is thus silly women are led away from the 
simplicity of the Gospel,' returned the Doctor. 

*Why, Doctor, silly men are led away too* 
But I do not think I am so silly as you take 
me to be.' 
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'Oh, Mrs. Malcolm, I thought you were a 
sincere follower of Christ.' 

* Then it seems you do not think me one now.' 
' No ; I cannot think that you love the Gospel 

in its simplicity, or you would not attend St. 
James's. Your duty was to have had nothing at 
all to do with such things.' 

* Eeally, Doctor, you must suppose they are all 
heathens at St. James's.' 

* I think they are far worse, Mrs. Malcolm.' 

* Well, Doctor, you may be mistaken. I think 
you are very prejudiced.' 

*By their fruits you shall know them, Mrs. 
Malcolm.' 

' I was just going to say the same to you. 
Doctor. G-o into the poorest parts of St. James's 
parish, and I guess you will see some fruits.' 

* Oh, it all proceeds from the sensational ser- 
vices — ^let the novelty be over, and they will be 
just where they were found.' 

* Doctor, I do not know what has come over 
you. "Judge not, that you be not judged;" 
that is Gospel, Doctor, at all events.' 

* They are seeking to Eomanise the whole town, 
Mrs. Malcolm, and they must be cut short in the 
work.' 

' And who, Doctor, will cut them short ? ' 
. * Well, if nothing else will do, we must appeal 
to Parliament.' 
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' You are one of those persecutors. Doctor, are 
you ? The more you persecute them, the more 
they will prosper.' 

' I hope not, Mrs. Malcolm ; at all events, if 
they will not teach the doctrine of the Church, 
they must be put out of it,' 

Mr. Harrison had heard the last sentence, and 
he took up the cudgels for his housekeeper. 

' Doctor, I really think you speak inconsider- 
ately. They who live in glass houses should be 
careful not to throw stones. I wonder, if mat- 
ters were brought to the test — honestly and 
Impartially — who would be found to teach the 
unvarnished principles of the Church — you at 
St. Andrew's, or Mr. Price at St. James's.' 

* I teach the Protestant faith.' 

*I know you do. Doctor, but for the life of me 
I cannot tell what that is.' 

* I teach salvation through Christ' 

* I much doubt it. Doctor.' 

*You attach too great importance to sacra- 
ments, to forms and ceremonies, Mr. Harrison.' 

' No more, Doctor, than the Word of God does 
— and as for forms, there are, as I have often said, 
as many of them at St. Andrew's as there are at 
St. James's — with this difference, yours are all 
forms of the Puritan type, ours of the Catholic ; 
yours of private invention, ours are those of the 
Book of Common Prayer,' 
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^ You exalt the Prayer Book above the Bible.' 
'God forbid. Doctor 1 We say, and we say 

right, the Prayer Book is the exponent of the 

Bible.' 

* Well, well, Mr. Harrison, I came to have a 
little chat with Mrs. Malcolm, and to ask the 
reason she has left St. Andrew's ? ' 

' Mrs. Malcolm is there to answer for herself — 
but I believe the reason is, she asked bread and 
a stone was given to her ; she asked a fish, and 
she has received a serpent. Such is my experience 
of St. Andrew's.' 

' What do you mean, Mr. Harrison ? ' 

* I mean. Doctor, that while you have professed 
your adherence to the doctrines of England's 
Church, you have deprived us of them.' 

' I think you are no better oflF now, Mr. Har- 
rison. You now get the doctrines of Borne.' 

'No, Doctor, we get the faithful systematic 
teaching of the Prayer Book. I wish you would 
try the system. We have a brother of the young 
Mellors you know so well, who last Sunday took 
priest's orders. Do come and hear how he acquits 
himself.' 

' I suppose he will be a Ritualist.' 

' Why, Doctor, I do not know. One thing I 
can tell you, he is a humble, pious, devoted son 
of the Church, armed with her principles cap-a- 
pie, and ready to spend his life in fighting her 
battles,' 
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* Have you the young Mellors in your employ 
now? ' 

' Yes, Doctor, and I hope it will be long ere I 
lose them,' 

*By-the-by, Doctor, you failed in keeping 
them at St. Andrew's — the Dissenter has joined 
us at St. James's — he has found a sure resting- 
place.' 

' I am afraid, Mr. Harrison, he has not im- 
proved his position, in a spiritual sense.' 

* Well, Doctor, I will no longer dispute these 
things with you. We only wish you to give us 
the same freedom you wish for yourself, the 
same liberty of conscience you hold up to your 
congregation, as due to dissent. We ask no 
more.' 

And now Peter was in his parish, as a priest ; 
this high oflSce committed to him by laying on of 
the hands of the Bishop. His first ministerial 
act as a priest was the celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist. One object alone employed his 
thoughts — his brother James's restoration to the 
bosom of the English Church. For this he 
pleaded at the holy altar, for the accomplishment 
of this the sacrifice was offered. In his sermon 
on the same day — his brothers were both present 
— he made a passing observation on the sacra- 
ment of the altar. ' The Apostles and their con- 
verts,' he said, * received the Holy Sacrament 
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every day in the week, and constantly on the 
Lord's Day. We cannot doubt that they thought 
themselves under an obligation to do so, by 
Christ's command. 

' At our baptism we received spiritual life ; in 
the holy sacrament of the Eucharist we receive 
the Bread of Life, which nourishes and strengthens 
that life. Christ has taught us to ask for our 
" daily bread ; " bread to sustain our bodies, bread 
to strengthen our souls. Christ Himself hath 
said, " I am the Bread of Life." " The bread of 
God is He which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world." " Whoso eateth My 
Flesh, and drinketh My Blood, hath eternal life ; 
for My Flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is 
drink indeed." When He instituted the Holy 
Eucharist, He said, " This is My Body ; this is 
My Blood: this do in remembrance of Me." 
The Holy Eucharist is a sacrifice as well as a 
communion. It is as properly a sacrifice as any 
that was ever oflFered, except that which was 
offered by Christ Himself. His, indeed, was the 
only true sacrifice that was ever offered. Those 
under the Law were only types of His, because 
they typified and represented that which He was 
to offer for the sins of the world ; and therefore 
the sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood may as 
well be called by that name, as they were. They 
were typical, and this is a commemorative sacri- 
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fice. They foreshadowed the death of Christ to 
come ; this shows His death already past. ** For 
as often as ye eat this breads and drink this cup^ 
ye do show the Lord's death till He come." In 
the Holy Eucharist, Jesus is both priest and vic- 
tim.* In the midst of the altar throne in heaven 
He pleads : This is My Body ; this is My Blood. 
Behold My hands and My feet ; and around the 
altar at the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, is 
gathered a bright array of angelic ministers. 
Our eyes cannot see the white-robed throng ; our 
ears cannot hear the harmony of their "Ter 
Sanctus ; " but, my brethren, our faith can behold 
at that most solemn moment something more 
than altar and priest, choir and congregation. 
Do you ask would it be right to attend the cele- 
bration of the Holy Gommimion if we did not 
receive the Sacrament ? 

' Most assuredly; it is as I have said before, not 
only a Sacrament, but also a full representation 
of the Sacrifice of the death of Christ. Thus each 
one present, whether they communicate or not, 
can join with the priest, and hence with Christ, 
in whose name, and in whose words, the priest 
speaks when he consecrates the bread and wine. 
You can adore your Lord, who is there really 
present, and get some good, as you realise to 
yourself that you, too, are allowed to join with 

* Bishop Beveridge, 
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Christ in the oflFeriDg of Himself, once offered on 
the cross, and continued on the altar, for — 

' This Eucharistic feast 

Oxir every want supplies, 
And still we by His death are bless'd 
And share His sacrifice.' 



CHAPTER XXXI. 



James Mellor was much amazed at his brother's 
plain and practical teaching, and at the position 
he seemed to maintain for the Church of England. 
He was indeed more than amazed, he was stag- 
gered. 

Mrs. Mellor had taken up her residence with 
the young priest, and the brothers were constant 
visitors at their brother's house. 

Peter and John never once alluded to James's 
position, but they were praying and longing for 
his return into communion with the English 
Church. 

James was, in his own mind, contrasting the 
difference between the teaching of Dr. McNab and 
that of his brother. It was hard too for him to 
reconcile the persecution which the clergy of St. 
James's were suffering, from others in the same 
church and, as a necessity, against the principles of 
a Christian body. At St. Andrew's they seemed to 
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have lost all knowledge of the distinction between 
Churchmen and Dissenters. In St. James's parish 
he saw the clergy labouring to undo these abuses, 
and reclaim this confusion. 

* Who,' thought he, * are the true Churchmen? ' 
This question, one evening, he put to his brother 
Peter. 

* Those, James, who are doing the Church's work 
in the Church's own way.' 

* Those,' replied John, * who are teaching the 
distinctive principles of the Book of Common 
Prayer ? ' 

* Well,' said James, * you both use the Prayer 
Book.' 

' But we ignore no part of it, James,' said Peter ; 
* we take it as a whole, we teach it in its integrity. 
I am afraid our brethren who are so much against 
our teaching take the Bible and Prayer Book, 
but ignore all interpretation of them save their 
own private judgment, or solely by parliamentary 
rubrics. We, on the contrary, take them as in- 
terpreted by the Catholic Church in its purest 
ages. And what is your Church, brother, but a 
parliamentary Church, first created in the six- 
teenth century ? This, brother James, is not the 
position of the Church of England ; were it so, it 
would be no Church at all.' 

^Well, Peter, I should like to know where 
your Church was before the Reformation?' 
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* It was in the place that it is now, " The 
Church of England," but now reformed. The ob- 
ject of the Eeformers, James, it is clear, was not to 
make an Act of Parliament Church, but to reform 
an existing one. The Church of England is not 
a Protestant Church in the sense that it was 
founded by Luther or Calvin, but it is a branch 
of the Catholic and Apostolic Church, and was at 
the time of the Eeformation reformed only to the 
extent of the removal of the stains and impurities 
which it had contracted in its passage through the 
middle ages. The Church of England, both be- 
fore and after the Eeformation, is the same iden- 
tical Church, the same body corporate, retaining 
absolutely the same form of government, the same 
constitution, the same creeds, the same canon 
law. It is not a new society like the Kirk of 
Scotland. The Church from the time of the 
Eeformation was to have a peculiarity of character, 
evident enough at the time. It was to be Catholic 
in doctrine, ceremony, and discipline, yet not 
" Eoman." The services were to be in the ver- 
nacular, a want felt long before the Eeforma- 
tion. The Pope was the final point of appeal in 
all disputed cases, and the fountain of all dogma 
in every instance of doubt. Men's minds were 
shaken in their confidence towards the Pope's 
supremacy. It was clearly seen at last that a 
great wrong had been done to the Church uni- 
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versal by the usurpation of a foreign authority, 
which had no foundation in reason or right, other 
abuses had crept into the Church which needed 
removing, and they were swept away.' 

* But I say, brother, when the Church threw oflf 
the Pope's supremacy, was it not by a tyrannical 
act of Henry VIII ? ' 

* No, John, though Henry was ever ready for 
deeds of tyranny, it was neither the act of the 
King nor his Parliament. The question was first 
of all submitted to the proper council of the 
Church, — the Convocation of Canterbury and 
York, Gardiner, Bonner, Fisher, Tunstall, and 
other Bishops of both provinces, with the other 
clergy. A general assent was given to the final 
extinction of the Papal supremacy. This assent 
is confirmed by the fact, that scarcely anyone was 
found to maintain the doctriue of the Papal 
supremacy.' 

* Then, Peter, did not Henry assume the title 
of Supreme Head of the Church ? ' 

* The clergy were certainly required to acknow- 
ledge and subscribe to this new title, but they 
rigidly refused to assent to it '* only " " quantum 
per legem Christi licet, supremum caput." And 
Tunstall thus speaks on the subject, if the title 
mean only that the sovereign is head in his own 
dominions, under Christ, and, in this particular 
case of the clergy, their head in temporal matters 
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as the head of all other subjects, then they were 
all agreed on the subject. If, on the other hand, 
it was intended that the king was supreme head 
in spiritual matters as fully as in temporal, they 
believed such an assumption to be contrary to 
Catholic doctrine.' * 

* But, Peter, where have you got your informa- 
tion?' 

* From an impartial history of the times, John, 
which I should like to see in the hands of every 
Englishman. t The histories in common use are 
one-sided, leaning either to Eome or mere Pro- 
testantism. I think, John, you must concede the 
principle, that the Church of England had a 
power, as well as a right, to purify herself from 
abuses and errors which had gradually crept 
into her. Very little had the secular power to do 
with these reforms, except violently depriving her 
of her lands and possessions, left by private indi- 
viduals to the Church for ever. It despoiled her 
of her means, which were ample, to enrich a 
licentious monarch, and a needy Court. 

^ Think well on this, James, that the English 
Church has been always essentially complete 
without Eome, and internally independent of it ; 
that it had, in the course of years, come under the 

* See Article 37 — Book of Common Prayer. 

t See Mr. Blunt's Lectures on the Eeformation, and a Chris- 
tian View of Christian Histoiy. 
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supremacy of Eome, that at the Reformation that 
supremacy was cast off, and the Church made free. 
It did not enter into the visible and invisible 
Church by joining Eome, it was not cast out of 
the visible and invisible Church when it cast off 
the supremacy of the Pope. In a word, it preserved 
the Apostolic succession, the Apostolic faith, the 
Episcopal form, and the use of the Blessed Sacra- 
ments. 

' A few words more, John, and they are the 
words of a holy priest.* " The Church of England 
takes her stand — not on Acts of Parliament or a 
royal injunction, or even a purer faith, or greater 
mauifestation of the spiritual life, all this might one 
day fail her. She is the only one Christian body 
having mission from Christ to this land, and on 
this she founds her claim on * our ' allegiance. 
She is the only Church in the world which can 
claim the joint British and Saxon succession. The 
succession of the old British Church, founded by 
St. Paul or by one of his immediate companions, 
and that of the later Saxon Church founded by 
St, Augustine, meet in her, and in her alone. 
Other bodies of ChristiaBB in England may hasve 
or may lack a valid priesthood, but bU agree in 
eiilier InAlrwg mission altogether, or having a 
pretended mission which is worthless. It is on 

* An address to his parishioners by the Perpetual Curate of 
St. Alban's, Holborn. 
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this footing we may rest secure, so long as by the 
grace of God she shall be enabled to hold fast 
the deposit of truth which she has received and 
kept, she alone can claim to have stewardship 
from Crod towards us. To her all the love we owe 
to our spiritual mother must be directed ; from 
her it must be our privilege to receive the bread 
of life; in her we shall rejoice to be joined to 
Christ; separation from her will be separation 
from the Church Catholic which is His Body ; in 
and for her we shall strive to live ; with her, if 
God so will, we shall be content to suffer ; and 
with God's blessing bestowed upon us by her, we 
shall hope to close our eyes in death." One 
favour I have to ask of you, James ; and that is, 
think seriously and prayerfully over what has 
been said respecting the reformation of the Eng- 
lish Church. Sift well what 1 have said ; bring 
an unbiassed mind to the subject; lay aside all 
prejudice of judgment ; and God Almighty direct 
you in your decision.' 



O 2 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

It was the feast of the dedication of St. James^ 
which was observed with great joy and solemnity. 
Loving hands had decorated the church, and the 
festival was ushered in by a merry peal of the 
bells; and a long procession of priests and 
choristers entered the holy fane with jubilant 
songs. Mr. Selwyn, Mr. Finch, and other priests, 
took part in the services. The church was 
crowded through the whole octave, every night 
adding to the numbers. There was an early 
celebration every morning, and a sermon every 
evening. On the Sunday within the octave, 
James Mellor was publicly received into com- 
munion with the Church of England. During 
Matins he read the profession of his faith, and his 
noble-hearted priest-brother gave him the welcome 
into the fold. A ' Te Deum ' was sung, and the 
venerable walls rang with the hearty chant, 
choir and congregation, priest and people, all 
joined in the jubilant song, and many were the 
tears which flowed from eyes unaccustomed to 
weep. It, indeed, was a time much to be 
remembered. The offertories through the octave 
were for the mission chapel, and they amounted 
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to a considerable sum. Most of the friends 
introduced in this short history were present at 
the reception of James. Mr.Monson and Mr, 
Watson were the guests of Mr. Harrison. Poor 
Mrs. Malcolm, who had been such a favourite 
with the great Dr. McNab, joined as heartily in 
the services at the dedication festival, as any 
member of the congregation. She was one .of 
the first to congratulate James, and bring to his 
remembrance the conversation they held concern- 
ing the Doctor's lectures on Popery. 

* Grod has been very gracious to us all, Mrs. 
Malcolm, especially to my family. We are now 
united in one faith ; we can worship at one altar.' 

* Little did I think, Mr. Mellor, that I should 
ever be brought to see things as I now see them. 
I cannot express my feelings on your reception 
into the Church. I sang and I wept for joy.' 

'The services at St. James for the last eight 
days will be long remembered.' 

' I should think, Mrs. Malcolm, there has been 
nothing like it in Lindford since the Eeformation. 
Would you be quite satisfied now with the ser- 
vices at St. Andrew's ?' 

'Indeed I should not, Mr. Mellor; I should 
want something more hearty.' 

' Yet how much you once thought about them 1 
I dare say you thought Dr. McNab a model 
priest.' 



198 who's who; ok 

* Indeed, I thought there was not a more holy 
man existing.' 

* Who's who, think you, Mrs. Malcolm ? Which, 
think you, can lay claim to be the true son of the 
Church, Dr. McNab or Mr. Price ? ' 

' You know my thoughts on the subject, Mr. 
Mellon' 

> It is strange how people's eyes are holden 
**that they cannot discern," but education, 
custom, and prejudice have very much to do with 
it ; and we ought to be very thankful that we 
have, through God's grace, been brought to know, 
acknowledge, and appreciate Church principles as 
they are revealed to us in the Church's formu- 
laries. "Custom," which is now pleaded as a 
justification for mutilating the Book of Common 
Prayer, is a poor set ofif against plain commands 
and solemn vows. God keep us faithful and 
obedient children of our good mother — the 
Church ! ' 

* Amen, Mr. Mellor. Amen.' 

One more festivity in the Mellor family took 
place in a short time, with which we must close 
this short history. A mutual attachment had 
sprung up between John Mellor and his fellow- 
convert. Miss Newton, which ripened into ardent 
love. Difficulties stood in the way, but they 
were all overcome, and John and Miss Newton 
were joined in holy wedlock by Peter, Mr. Price 
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taking part in the ceremony. It was a choral 
wedding, and they did not leave the church until 
they had commemorated their Lord's death in 
partaking of the Holy Communion, and pledging 
themselves in their new state to be true and 
loyal children of the Church, and faithful 
followers of Him Whose first miracle of love 
(while He sojourned on earth, and while sanc- 
tioning by His presence a * nuptial ' feast) was to 
turn water into wine — the * outward and visible 
signs ' of the two great sacraments of the Church. 
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